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HB103 Enrolled

Enrolled, An Act,

Relating to the Department of Veterans Affairs; to
amend Sections 31-5-1, 31-5-2, 31-5-3, 31-5-4, 31-5-5, 31-5-¢,
31-5-7, 31-5-8, 31-5-9, 31-5-10, 31-5-11, 31-5-13, 31-5-14,
31-5A-1, 31-5A-2, 31-5A-3, 31-5A-4, 31-5A-5, 31-5A-6, 31-5A-7,
31-5A-8, 31-5A-9, 31-5A-10, and 31-5A-11, Code of Alabama
1975; to repeal Section 31-5-12, Code of Alabama 1975; to
revise definitions; to rename professional employee positions;
to provide for the appointment of an executive director to
oversee the operation of state veterans homes; and to make
nonsubstantive, technical revisions to update the existing
code language to current style.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA:

Section 1. Relating to the Department of Veterans
Affairs; to amend Sections 31-5-1, 31-5-2, 31-5-3, 31-5-4,
31-5-5, 31-5-6, 31-5-7, 31-5-8, 31-5-9, 31-5-10, 31-5-11,
31-5-13, 31-5-14, 31-5A-1, 31-5A-2, 31-5A-3, 31-5A-4, 31-5A-5,
31-5A-6, 31-5A-7, 31-5A-8, 31-5A-9, 31-5A-10, and 31-5A-11,
Code of Alabama 1975; to revise definitions; to rename
professional employee positions; to provide for the
appointment of an executive director to oversee the operation
of state veterans homes; and to make nonsubstantive, technical
revisions to update the existing code language to current
style.

"§31-5-1

As used under this chapter, these terms shadd—have the

following meanings:
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41 (3) DEPARTMENT. The State Department of

VeteranstVeterans Affairs.

2+ (1) FHE—SFAFE—BOARD. The State Board of

VeteranstVeterans Affairs.

3 (2) STFAFE—COMMISSIONER. The S&

+ Q73 ~
) - [ S Vg S )

4]

Ceommissienerchief executive officer of the State Department of

Veterans Affairs.

(4) VETERAN. Exeept—as—eotherwise—us Rt

a
<

sweh—term shall meananyhither of the following:

a. Any perserindividual —mate—-or femate—who—served—-on
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&+-s Ao-rab who served in the active militar naval, air, or

dishonorabt v, , ,

space forces of the United States and who was discharged or

released under conditions other than dishonorable.

b. Any individual who is entitled, under Title 10

U.S.C. Chapter 1223, to retired pay for nonregular service or,

but for age, would be entitled under that chapter to retired

pay for nonregular service."

"§31-5-2
There——shall beaThe State PepartmentBoard of

YeteranstVeterans Affairs with—suvbordinate—bureaws—and

A4 xz9 o2 ooy 1~ ah~11 n
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rate—uwnder ais established to

oversee the State BeaxrdDepartment of Veterans'Veterans

Affairs+. The department shall and—eensist—-be composed of a
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Q4+ o+ [QINEVE T Comma oo
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percommissioner and swekh—other officers

H-

and employees authorized to be appointed under this chapter+

and—meetingwho meet the qualifications prescribed by the state

"§31-5-3

(a) (1) The State—PRoard——efVeterans!—Affairsboard shall

eeonsistbe composed of the Governor, as chair, and

representatives, to serve for a term of four years from the
date of their respective appointments, who shall be selected
from the memberships of the Alabama Department of the American

Legion, —the HUnited Spanish American War VYVeterans, the Veterans

of Foreign Wars, the Disabled American Veterans, WYeterans——of

AVVAVY N £ + 1 1SN\ T e
O Tt A~z TITrCOTP

+ed—the Vietnam Veterans of America,
AMVETS, the Military Order of the Purple Heart, the American
Ex-Prisoners of War, Incorporated, the Alabama Alliance of the

Military Officers Association of America,—Fre~ Incorporated,

and the Marine Corps Leagues.

(2) #heThe nomination of the representatives +£eshall be

made by the executive committees or similar governing bodies

of the respective organizations—en—thefollowing—ratieo—of +the
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£here. There shall be one representative from each of the
organizations for the first 7,500 resident members, or
fraction thereof, and one additional representative from each
organization for each additional 7,500 resident members, or
fraction thereof. The total memberships of the respective

organizations shall be determined on July 1 of the year in
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which the representatives shall be designated from the state
enrollment of each organization as duly verified for
correctness by the adjutant or a similar officer of the
organization. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the executive
committees or similar governing bodies of the—abeove-ramed
organizations shall each nominate to the Governor three
veterans who are members of the organizations+ for each place
on the board to which the organizations are entitled to have a
nominee. The nominations shall also include, in representative

proportions, veterans of every war which are included in the

membership of the organizations.—F board—shald &
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perating—throvgh teocalorganizations—inAlabama-

(3) The appointing authorities shall coordinate their

appointments to assure that the membership of the board—skhaedtt

be is inclusive and-—xefleet reflects the racial, gender,

geographic, w¥bantruwraturban, rural, and economic diversity of

the state.

(b) The state—-Dboard, in conference with the State

e ommissieonrercommissioner, shall be—respenrsibleFfor+the

P
P
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dopt and amend policies+—rtutes
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s and rules as may be necessary to carryout

(c) The state—board, subject to Section 31-5-6, shatt
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shall adopt rules governing the manner of
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performance of all functions and duties of the department and

121

including the

the various officers and employees—thereof,

122

selection and appointment of all serviee—commissioners and

123

and veteran

district managers,

assistant commissioners,
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force and effect of law and prima facie evidence thereof may

131

be given in all courts and proceedings by the production of

132

what purports to be an official printed copy of the

133

alterations, repeal, or amendment.

regulations,

134

The—state board may establish and operate through

(d)

135

Affairsdepartment a—state
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apply to the government of the United States,
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for funds for

or instrumentality thereof,

subdivision, agency,

139
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maintaining the cemeteries. The department may enter into

agreements with any subdivision of the state for assistance in

operating the eemeterycemeteries. The department shall own the

land on which the eemetery—iscemeteries are located. The

department may accept federal grant funds, funding from state
subdivisions, donations from private sources, and federal plot
allowance payments. All of these funds shall be deposited into

the—VYeterans! Veterans Assistance Fund and may be used only

for the establishment, operation, and maintenance of =&

o o
T O

szt r
vCoTT T

cemeteryveterans cemeteries. The department may

accept suitable cemetery land, in accordance with federal
yveteranstveterans cemetery grant guidelines, from the federal
government, state government, state subdivisions, private
sources, and any other source wishing to transfer land for use
as a weterans'tveterans cemetery. No funds—witl—be used for

these projects may be from the Education Trust Fund. The State

Service—Commissionercommissioner may execute deeds and other

instruments of conveyance for the department. Any deed of

cemetery property to the Deportmentof Veterans'

Affatrsdepartment prior to August 1, 2012, is ratified and

confirmed.
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+£)+ (e) The state—Dboard shall hold meetings at times and

o

s—to—bepreseribedlocations to be determined by rules of

ol
P

the state—board or as mayPbe—designated by the chair.
4> (f) The presence of a majority of the members at any

regular or special meeting of the board shall constitute a

quorum for the transaction of all business.

) (g) Members of the state—-board shall be entitled to

a per diem, net—exececedingtwenty—five dollars (S25)r per davys

to be fixed by the board, and he—amewvnrt—of—-their traveling

and other necessary expenses actually paid—euvtincurred while

EEEAY -
T—Ir

+ + nAarn -~
ccCItaoTT

at—theattending meetings of the state—-board or
on the business of the state—department."

"§31-5-4

(a) The State Department—of Veteransl Affairs
g B S e L T \4 (A o & v i oS

department shall assist ewvery—eteranveterans of the United

States in presenting and pursuing any credible claim the
veteran may have against the United States arising out of his
or her military service and in establishing the veteran's

right to any privilege, preference, care, e¥r—compensation, or

pension as provided fer—by the lows—-ef+the United

Statesfederal law or the laws of £he—State—ofAlabamathis

state, when the veteran requests assistance. Wherewver—thellhen

a veteran who is applying to a representative of the State

Dernar+maAan+
[ =4 ) A= 2 e ey 2 Ay 3 gy e

£ I+
T 1=

v I Affairs—shall—have—department has

K
-

o
T Ot

[0)]

N4 <

executed a power of attorney to any weteranslveterans
organization or the American Red Cross, which has entered into

an agreement with the State bepartmentof Veterans!

Affairsdepartment, the representative shall aeeeptdo all of
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the following:

(1) Accept any credible claim or information pertaining

to any claim, right, preference, privilege, compensation,
pension, or application for care from the veteran.

(2) apd—adviseAdvise him or her as to the proper

preparation of the saemeclaim.

(3) ard—then—arrangeArrange, upon request of the

veteran, for the further handling, presenting, and prosecuting
of the claim.

(b) Should any veteran making application to the State

rans'—Affairsdepartment not have given a

Dernaar+tmaAan +
(=4 ) A= 2= = ey 2 Ay 3 gy e

£ /ot
T 1=

N4 v A=

power of attorney to any organization to represent the veteran
in handling his or her affairs, the department shall advise
the veteran of the organizations recognized by the ¥Yeteranst

Admintstratieon—United States Department of Veterans Affairs to

represent him or her and allow the veteran to make his or her
choice of the organization he or she desires to represent him
or her."

"§31-5-5

The Q4 ~ + Do artmarn+ £f ot enranmal NL£L£-3 o =N + Q4+ -+
[P & B w sy J_/\.,LJ(./LJ_L,lll IT - v C o T IO T T T T Oy U_Y T T C

Serviece—Commissieonerdepartment, through the commissioner, with

the approval of the StateReoardeofVYeterans'—Affairsboard, may

contract with any organization of veterans which—has
regutarty, for a period of five years next preceding the date
of swehthe contract, has maintained an established committee

or agency rendering simitar—services to veterans, similar to

a5 the services referred to in Section 31-5-4, to perform suek

serwvieethe services for veterans and to process any claims or
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225 matters of veterans who apply to the State Pepartment——of

226 Yeterans' Affairsdepartment for assistance when the veterans
227 have executed a power of attorney to the veterans'

228 organization. The department, through the contract, shall
229 compensate the—sreterans veterans' organizations on the basis
230 of service rendered, which compensation shall be paid from
231 sums appropriated to the State bPeportment—of Veterans!

232 Affairsdepartment. No sweh—contract shall be made unless the

233 State—Reoard—eof Veterans'—Affairsboard determines—&hat, owing
234 to the confidential relationships involved and the necessity
235 of operating through agencies which the veterans involved will

236 feel to be sympathetic towards their problems, that the
237 services cannot satisfactorily be rendered etherwiseother than

238 through the agency of suwehthe—reterans veterans' organization

239 and that the best interests of the veterans involved will be

240 served if swehthe contract is made."

241 "§31-5-6
242 (a) Fe—shall Pbe—+the dutyof—+the State Board—ot
243 Yeterans!tAffairs—+eThe board shall appoint a State——Servie

244 Commissieopercommissioner whe—shatdtto serve for a term of four

245 years subject to removal by the state—-Dboard for cause. The

246 commissioner shall be appointed on the basis of education,
247 ability, and experience in handling veterans' affairs, and
248 without regard to political affiliations. The commissioner
249 shall be a resident of £he—Stateeof Altabamathis state and
250 shall be a veteran who served on active duty for a period of
251 60 days or more in the-militeory eor noval ferees Armed Forces
252 of the United States—aany—war—inwhich—the United States
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commissienersassistant commissioners, district managers, and

veteran service officers as provided in this chapter, fix

salaries, and establish minimum standards of service. This

power shall be without regard to any limitation established by

law, unless any law passed hereafter shall refer specifically

to a particular officer or employee of the department.

(f) The State—Service Commissionercomissioner shall

appoint all eteriecatl aond stenographiepersonnel in the state

department—anrd—Faatt—ecountyoffieces as +s—authorized or may

reafter be authorized in the future under the Statestate

Merit System and approved by the State Personnel Board.

(g) The State—Serviece Commissienercommissioner, with

the approval of the state—-Dboard, may engage in activities
designed to educate, recognize, and promote the mission of the
board to veterans, the public, potential applicants, and other
public agencies and, in doing so, may incur marketing
expenditures for educational, informational, and promotional
items to be used to further its purposes as determined by the
board."

"§31-5-7

(a) The State—Service—Commissionercommissioner shall

submit an annual budget to the State RBeoard—eof VYeterans'

Affairsboard for its approval aa—anrgat—budget—0o0f all funds

appropriated by the Legislature to the department for the

specific purposes for which they are appropriated+ and also a
budget of any federal funds which may be allotted to the state

by the federal government for the purposes of the department
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according to the regulations of the federal authorities. HeThe

commissioner shall publish annually a full report of the

operations and administration of the department, together with
recommendations and suggestions, and submit sweh—the report to

the sta+te—Dboard.

b T+ o717 1N + Atz £ + o N PR e B Wi aexrThe
I [ i Ny & N e L CTT \J.LAL,_Y . = CTT O C O T ANZA N ) 1 B ) ) A SN s e T 1T

commissioner +#eshall do all of the following:

(1) Prepare detailed plans for, and fully develop, a
comprehensive statewide weterans'veterans assistance program.
(2) Cooperate with all other heads of the state

departments in coordinating the plans and programs of state
agencies whiehthat may properly be utilized in the
administration of various aspects of the problems of veterans+
and dependents of veterans, such as the office of the State
Adjutant General, the State Department of Education, the State

Department of Human Resources, the State Department of Labor,

1 Q4+ o+ Plaornnar~~ D = A + S+ o
1= oo T oIty Dot ™ | o C Tt

te—PRBoard—oef—Heatth—and any

N

T T

’

other state agencies furnishing services to veterans.
(3) Provide a central contact between federal agencies

dealing with the problems of veterans, sweh—asto include the

United States Veterans' AdministratienDepartment of Veterans

Affairs, the Selective Service System, the Social Security
Administration, the Department of Defense, and other federal

he—ere—hand, and the—severat—state agencies

qr

agencies—en

whiehthat may administer the—rarieousaspeets—eof +theveterans'

H

services and benefits—en—+the other.
(4) Maintain central case records of all veterans

seeking services or benefits to create a clearinghouse of
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358
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364
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information and facilitate the interchange of information and

case histories among £he—sewveral-state administrative agencies

Hh

and the federal agencies—te—provideaectearinghous

1
g

4+ (5) Aeguainthimseltf—his asseeiatesyBecome

acquainted, and acquaint department associates and ke

employees, with the Jawsy—federal, state, and locals+ laws
enacted for the benefit of members of the armed forces,
veterans, and their families+ and dependents.

42+ (6) Collect data and information as—+te—+theabout

available facilities and services avaitlable +te+thems—and
cooperate with information or service agencies throughout the
state+ to inform members of the armed forces, veterans, their
families+ and dependents, and £he—military and civil
authorities regarding the existence or availability of all of

the following:

a. Educational training and retraining facilities.

b. Health, medical, rehabilitation, and housing
services and facilities.

c. Employment and reemployment services.

d. Provisions of federal, state, and local laws
affording rights, privileges, and benefits to members of the
armed forces, veterans, and their families+ and dependents.

e. Other matters of similar, relative, or appropriate
natures.

3 (7) AtdAssist all xresidentsresident veterans—ef—the

n +h m

3 374
i S 1T [0 ) N S S
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(2) Where the circumstances do not justify establishing

a separate office in each county, the commissioner, with the

approval of the board, shall establish service areas in the

state containing one or more counties and shall establish a

service office for each service area 1in a location most

advantageous to the veterans within each area.

(c) The commissioner, with the approval of the board,

shall establish districts within the state, containing one or

more counties or service areas, and shall appoint district

managers to manage or assist veteran service officers.

District managers appointed under this section shall be

selected in the same manner and possess the same

qualifications as veteran service officers.”

"§31-5-10
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service—commissionerveteran service officer and district

manager shall perform swehthe duties as—wmayPbe—prescribed by
policies, rules, ard—Fegutatiens—and instructions
promutgatedadopted by the State Roardeof Veterans'

Affairsboard and shall be administratively responsible to the

Q4 o
S CCTr
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SeFrvFHe cCommtrsSstrore¥rcommlissioner.
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commisstoner—teoThe veteran

service officer and district manager shall do all of the

following:
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service to veterans seeking aid and assistance in connection
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with matters pertaining to employment and reemployment,
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medical,

educational and vocational training, health,
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emergency

and housing services and facilities,

rehabilitation,
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and dependents in receiving from the United

beneficiaries,
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States and this state all compensation, pension,
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loan

hospitalization, insurance, education, employment,
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or other aid or benefit to which they may be

guarantees,
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or

entitled under existing federal law or laws of this state,
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and perform all other related duties

which may be created,
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assigned by the board.
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The commissioner shall have a seal of office and,

- (a)

570

and

district manager,

along with each assistant commissioner,

571

shall subscribe and execute an oath

veteran service officer,

572

before entering into the duties of his or her office.

573

The commissioner shall designate employees to

(b)

574

become notaries public who may administer oaths to any

575

individual swearing to the correctness of any statement made

576

in connection with any application for compensation,

577

or any other service,

pension,

insurance,

hospitalization,

578

or any other

or benefit to which the individual,

aid,

579

may be or

individual on whose behalf any statement is made,

580

may become entitled under existing federal law or laws of this

581

state."
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HB103 Enrolled

commissioner, under authority of the State Roard eof Veterans'

Affairsboard, in addition to Hhe—eoffie £ any—distriet
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office, may+ i1f he—deemsdeemed +Et—necessary, may set up and
maintain a service office staffed by an assistant serviee

commissioner, veteran service officer, or district manager,

with ampte—sufficient clerical assistanrtsassistance."”
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© S eafter,—salariesSalaries of officials and

employees of the department, as provided fer—wnder—in this
chapter, and office, travel, and other expenses incidental to
the proper establishment, operation, and maintenance of the

department, er—eoefficesof districtor county serviee

o
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sterers—or other offices established by the State
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Serw rercommissioner, as provided fer—wnder—in
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g
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this chapter, may be paid by the State of Alabama+ from the

State General Funds.

(b) Notwithstanding subdivision (a), previded—however;

fhat—each county imn—+thestate—in which a distriet—serviee
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commissienerlsveteran service officer's or district manager's

office is established shall furnish suitable office space in

the county courthouse, or another suitable location in the
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service—ecommissieoner for his or her use, and the county

shall pay all expenses associated with eperatingthe operation

of the office, including, but not limited to, any rental,
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HB103 Enrolled

telephone, facsimile, business-class Internet, janitorial
service, power, heating and air conditioning, employee
parking, and other operational support or maintenance

expenses. Personnel costs of department officials and

employees are not considered expenses for which payment is

required of the county."

Section 2. Relating to the Department of Veterans
Affairs; to amend Sections 31-5-1, 31-5-2, 31-5-3, 31-5-4,
31-5-5, 31-5-6, 31-5-7, 31-5-8, 31-5-9, 31-5-10, 31-5-11,
31-5-13, 31-5-14, 31-5A-1, 31-5A-2, 31-5A-3, 31-5A-4, 31-5A-5,
31-5A-6, 31-5A-7, 31-5A-8, 31-5A-9, 31-5A-10, and 31-5A-11,
Code of Alabama 1975; to revise definitions; to rename
professional employee positions; to provide for the
appointment of an executive director to oversee the operation
of state veterans homes; and to make nonsubstantive, technical

revisions to update the existing code language to current

style.

"§31-5A-1

The Legislature hkhereby—finds arnd—determines—that there
egrrently—exists a significant need for health, nursing,

medical, rehabilitative, and related housing structures for
these—residents of this state who have served their state and
nation in its armed forces. The Legislature further finds—ard

determines that in order to meet this need, it is necessary

for+there to b stablished—to establish a—state weterans'

T N4

hoeme—orveterans homes to be operated by the State Peportment

ofVeterans! Affairsdepartment, and to vest in swehthe

department thesepowers—andthe authority thaotmay be necessary

Page 23



645
646
647
648
649
650
651
652
653
654
655
656
657
658
659
660
661
662
663
664
665
666
667
668
669
670
671

672

HB103 Enrolled
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&#to establish and operate state weterans' -heme—eo¥rveterans

H

homes. This chapter shall be liberally construed in conformity

with £he—purposes pressedthis purpose.”

"§31-5A-2

As used in this chapter, the +eemterms "board,"

"commissioner," "department," and "veteran" shall have the

same meaning aseribed—to——suveh—+term—as defined in Section

31-5-1."
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The Stote DPepaortment—of Veterans' Affairsdepartment 1is
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department—3sthe sole agency authorized anrd—direeted—to

receive federal aid from the United States Department of

Veterans AdministratienAffairs or any other agency of the

United States government authorized to pay federal aid to
states for setdierststate homes under Fitd+e—38+ U.S.C.+

[QIPNPE i
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rs—64+—and—642 §SS 1741 and 1742, as amended, and from
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any other federal law or act of Congress providing for the

payment of funds to states for the care of or support of
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disabled set
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rs—veterans in the—state homes. The
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department +

+zed—temay receive from any source gifts,
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contributions, bequests, and individual reimbursements, the
receipt of which does not exclude any other source of revenue.
All funds received by the department shall be deposited in the

State Treasury in the Alabama Yeterans' Veterans Home Trust

Fund as established in Section 31-5A-7, and sweh—the funds
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shall be expended per—authorization—of
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"§31-5A-4

The department shall contract with a non-governmental

entity to operate a&—state weterans'—veterans heme—or—homes for
the care and support of elderly or disabled veterans in £he

State—of Alabamathis state. Contracts for the procurement of

services required to manage, administer, and operate a state

weteranrst—veterans home shall be awarded on a competitive
basis through the solicitation of proposals. The contract may
be awarded to the vendor whose proposal is most advantageous
to the state, taking into consideration cost factors, program
suitability factors, management plan, excellence of program
design, key personnel, corporate or company resources,
financial condition of the vendor, corporate experience and

past performance, and any other requirements deemed necessary

Hh

rs—pboard and expressed in
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v e State Beoard of Veterans! Affa

its solicitation for proposals. Any contract awarded under

this section shall be for a period not to exceed five years.

The StateReoardeof Veterans' Affairs—board is not required to
select the vendor offering the lowest cost proposal but shall

select the vendor who, in the board's discretion, offers the

4

proposal most advantageous to Ehe——StaE £ bamathis state.
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reretndescribed in this
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The award of contracts previde

section are exempt from the requirements of Chapter 16 and

Chapter 4 of Title 41."
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shall appoint an executive director for

of the board,
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oversight and coordination of all state veterans homes and
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shall also appoint an on-site director for each state veterans
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HB103 Enrolled

. . .
The StateRoardeoef Veterans' AfFfarrsboard, 1in

conference with the State—ServiceCommissiopner—-of Veterans!

(©]

Affatrscommissioner, shall have—fthe authority etusively

all of the following:

42> (1) Feo—provideProvide for the operation of a—state

veterans'—home—orveterans homes for the care of and support of

elderly and disabled veterans in £he—State—-of Atabamathis

state as prescribed in this chapters.

¥

m mal N~ oz e PN N BN NP S £ I BN no Ado t
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rules for the creation and operation of any state weterans'
hemesveterans homes.

(3) Feo—apptyApply for and accept gifts, grants, and

¥

other contributions from the federal government or from any

other governmental units.

¢

(4) Feo—ase—the—Use funds received from the federal

government or from any other governmental unit for the
purposes authorized and directed by the federal government or

sweh—other governmental unit in making the funds availables.

¢

(5) Fo—aeeept—and—use—Accept gifts, grants,

donations, and contributions of real estate, both wvacant and
improved, facilities, services, or other property from
individuals, firms, corporations, organizations, and
associations, and from county and municipal corporations and
their subdivisions, plus any other sources of revenue for any
state seterans'veterans homes. All expenditures from the trust
fund shall be made upon warrants issued by the state
Comptroller drawn on account held by the State Treasury based

nal

upon claims+ approved by the State Beoard eof Veterans
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"§31-5A-7

(a) Fhere—dsherebyereated—A trust fund in the State

Treasury a—trust—Ffund—1s created for the benefit of the

Alabaoma—bepartment—of Veterans'—State Department of Veterans

Affairs, to be known as the Alabama ¥Yeterans' Veterans Home

Trust Fund.

(b) The trust fund shall consist of all funds awne

B B N =i = P U [ APSNN
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meates—received by the State Beard—eofete

m

>

+ Al albyama Ty o oo o £ Jat ££ -
CIT T T T T JJ\.;LJ(.A.J_ CITT T - A\ C [ S > )

irs—board or the

o fal
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department from the United States, any federal agency or

institution, gifts, contributions, bequests, any individual
reimbursements, and any other source, for the care or support
of veterans, discharged other than under dishonorable

conditions, who have been admitted and cared for at anAtabams

v

noartEman £ It rarn ol NFFo2 o o szt Lo
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aas—hemea state

—~
T

veterans home.

(c) Nothing contained kexrein—in this section prohibits

the establishment and utilization of special agency accounts

by the bBepaortment—eof Veterans' Affairs—department and its

constituent institutions, as may be approved by the State

R ~ A £ I~+
= = p= T

"4

Affatrsboard, for receipt and disbursement

of the personal funds of state weterans'—veterans home

residents and members andtfer—or for receipt and disbursement
of charitable contributions and donations for use by and for

the benefit of residents and members.

(d) The trust fund kerein—created pursuant to this

section shall be used by the AlabamaPepartment—of Veterans'
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Affairs—department to pay for the care of veterans, discharged

other than under dishonorable conditions, in #he—a state

LTI B
A | e

aarst—veterans home and to pay the general operating
expenses of £he—a state weteranms'veterans home, including the
payment of salaries and wages of officials and employees.
Forther—provided,—that—FfundsFunds in saxdthe trust fund may be
used to remodel, repair, construct, build additions,
modernize, or add improvements of domiciliary or hospital

buildings necessary for the care of veterans, plus

architectural plans, specifications, or other pertinent costs

pertinent—+thereteo—as approved by appropriate state agencies.
All funds deposited, plus income earned on £he—investment or
reinvestment, shall be credited to the trust fund created

hereinpursuant to this section. Any money remaining in the

fund at the end of each fiscal year shall remain on deposit in
the State Treasury to the credit of the Alabama
YeteranstVeterans Home Trust Fund. No funds shall be withdrawn

or expended for any purpose whaktseever—unless the——same

shattthe funds have been allotted and budgeted in accordance
with the provisions of Article 4 of Chapter 4 of Title 41, and
only in the amounts and for the purposes provided by the
Legislature in the General Appropriation Act."

"§31-5A-8

(a) Admissions to and discharges from any Atabama—state

rs'—veterans home shall be in accordance with the

policies and procedures as—established by the State Beoard-of

Mot r
\2 (S

as'—Affairs—Dpboard at the time an application for

-
T

admission or for discharge is presentedsubmitteds+—provideds
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(b) The board may admit and discharge veterans to any
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as'—state veterans home who qualify for care and

-
T

treatment under Fi+tde 38+ U.S.C.—Seetion I3+ —andSection

H

€44+ §S 1710 and 1741, and may adopt—apprepriate rules

consistent with accepted medical considerations to carry out
this function."

"§31-5A-9
<k

(a) The State Boa ofF—Veteranst—Affairsboard shall

report annually to the Governor amruvatty—respeeting—the

5

activities of the State Peportmentof Veterans' Affairsin

conneection—withdepartment regarding the operation of the state

veteranstveterans homes.—TFhis—

(b) The annual report shall contain an accounting $£exof

all meneysmonies received and expended, statistics on veterans
who resided in the homes during the year, recommendations to

the Governor and the Legislature, and sweh—other matters as

ar
H
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hetl—deem—deemed pertinent by the board.

(c) The St=a

ar

Service—LCommissteonercommissioner, with

[~

the approval of the State RBeoardeof Veterans'Affairsboard,
shall compile an annual budget request, as necessary,
respeeting—listing needs for state funding for anticipated

costs of sweh—veterans homes.s—whieh The budget request shall

be submitted to the Department of Finance in conjunction with
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irs—department's annual

budget requests."
"§31-5A-10

Each resident of any state weteransltveterans home shall
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pay directly to the contracted service operator of the home
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the cost of maintaining his or her residence at the home.
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The cost of the care shall be paid

Commissieopercommissioner.

845

by the 10th day of each month."

846

"§31-5A-11
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yeteranstveterans

¥ ip—Atabama—All state

+
c

et ex
LA as

857

domiciliaries, hospitals, or any other health

nursing homes,

858

related activities shall be subject to ald+—the rules arnd

regutatiens—governing apd—eeontrotting—the operation of a

859

860

privately-owned facility or provider of health services in +he

861

including the certificate of need

State—eof Alabamathis state,

862

process and the Department of Public Health Division of

863

Licensure and Certification requirements.

864

Notwithstanding subsection (a), the veterans homes

(b)

865

and

Bay Minette,

currently located in Alexander City,

866

are not subject to the certificate of

Huntsville, Alabama,

867

need process."

868
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870

871

872

Section 3.

HB103 Enrolled

Section 31-5-12, Code of Alabama 1975,

relating to the sealing of documents, is repealed.

1,

Section 4.

2024.

This act shall become effective on October
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Speaker of the House of Representatives

President and Presiding Officer of the Senate

House of Representatives

I hereby certify that the within Act originated in and
was passed by the House 02-Apr-24, as amended.

John Treadwell
Clerk

Senate 08-May-24 Passed
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