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A BILL FOR AN ACT
CONCERNING CHANGES TO THE DEMONSTRATION PROGRAMS FOR
SYSTEM OF CARE FAMILY ADVOCATES.

Bill Summary

(Note: This summary appliesto this bill asintroduced and does
not refl ect any amendmentsthat may be subsequently adopted. If thishill
passes third reading in the house of introduction, a bill summary that
applies to the reengrossed version of this bill will be available at
http: //www.leg.state.co.us/billsummaries.)

Legidative Oversight Committee for the Continuing
Examination of the Treatment of Personswith Mental IllnessWho
ArelnvolvedintheCriminal and JuvenileJustice Systems. Under the
current demonstration programsfor system of care family advocates, the
services are provided by family advocates. The bill will allow family
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system navigatorsto providethe same servicesthrough the demonstration
programs. The bill makes necessary conforming amendments.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1. 26-22-101 (1) (b), (1) (c), (1) (e), (1) (f), and (2),
Colorado Revised Statutes, are amended to read:

26-22-101. Legidative declaration. (1) The general assembly
hereby finds and declares that:

(b) Preliminary research demonstrates that family advocates AND
FAMILY SYSTEMS NAVIGATORS increase family and youth satisfaction,
improve family participation, and improve services to help youth and
families succeed and achieve positive outcomes. One preliminary study
in Colorado found that thewide array of useful characteristicsand valued
rolesperformed by family advocates AND FAMILY SYSTEMSNAVIGATORS,
regardlessof wherethey arelocated institutionally, provided evidencefor
continuing and expanding the use of family advocates AND FAMILY
SYSTEMSNAVIGATORS in systems of care.

(c) Input from families, youth, and state and local community
agency representatives in Colorado demonstrates that family advocates
AND FAMILY SYSTEMS NAVIGATORS help families get the services and
support they need and want, hel p familiesto better navigate complex state
and local systems, improve family and youth outcomes, and help
disengaged families and youth to become engaged families and youth;

(e) A family advocate OR A FAMILY SYSTEMS NAVIGATOR helps
state and | ocal agenciesand systemsadopt more strengths-based-targeted
programs, policies, and services to better meet the needs of families and
their youth with mental illness or co-occurring disorders and improve

outcomesfor all, including families, youth, and the agenciesthey utilize;
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(f) Thereisaneed to demonstrate the success of family advocates
AND FAMILY SYSTEMS NAVIGATORS in helping agencies and systems in
Colorado to better meet the needs of familiesand youth and help state and
local agencies strengthen programs.

(2) It is therefore in the state's best interest to establish
demonstration programsfor system of carefamily advocateSAND FAMILY
SYSTEMSNAVIGATORSfor mental health juvenilejustice popul ationswho
navigate across mental heath, physical heath, substance abuse,
developmental disabilities, juvenilejustice, education, child welfare, and
other state and local systems to ensure sustained and thoughtful family
participation in the planning processes of the care for their children and
youth.

SECTION 2. 26-22-102 (2), (4), (5), (6), and (8), Colorado
Revised Statutes, areamended, and the said 26-22-102 i sfurther amended
BY THE ADDITION OF A NEW SUBSECTION, to read:

26-22-102. Definitions. Asusedinthisarticle, unlessthe context
otherwise requires:

(2) "Demonstration programs’ means programsthat are intended
to exemplify and demonstrate evidence of the successful use of family
advocates AND FAMILY SYSTEMS NAVIGATORS in assisting families and
youth with mental illness or co-occurring disorders.

(4) "Division of mmentat BEHAVIORAL hedth" means the unit
within the department of human services that is responsible for mental
health services.

(5 "Family advocacy coalition" means a coalition of family
advocates, FAMILY SYSTEMS NAVIGATORS, or family advocacy

organizations working to help families and youth with mental health
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problems, substance abuse, developmental disabilities, and other
co-occurring disorders to improve services and outcomes for youth and
families and to work with and enhance state and local systems.

(6) "Family advocate' means aradividda-whohasbeertratied

other-state-ancHocal-systemsof-care A PARENT OR PRIMARY CARE GIVER

WHO:

(8) HASBEEN TRAINED IN A SY STEM OF CARE APPROACH TOASSIST
FAMILIES IN ACCESSING AND RECEIVING SERVICES AND SUPPORTS;

(b) HASRAISED OR CARED FOR A CHILD OR ADOLESCENT WITH A
MENTAL HEALTH OR CO-OCCURRING DISORDER; AND

() HASWORKED WITHMULTIPLEAGENCIESAND PROVIDERS, SUCH
AS MENTAL HEALTH, PHYSICAL HEALTH, SUBSTANCE ABUSE, JUVENILE
JUSTICE, DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, EDUCATION, AND OTHER STATE
AND LOCAL SERVICE SYSTEMS.

(6.5) "FAMILY SYSTEMSNAVIGATOR" MEANSAN INDIVIDUAL WHO:

(8) HASBEEN TRAINED IN A SY STEM OF CARE APPROACH TOASSIST
FAMILIES IN ACCESSING AND RECEIVING SERVICES AND SUPPORTS;

(b) HAS THE SKILLS, EXPERIENCE, AND KNOWLEDGE TO WORK
WITH CHILDREN AND YOUTH WITH MENTAL HEALTH OR CO-OCCURRING
DISORDERS; AND

(c) HAS WORKED WITH MULTIPLE AGENCIES AND PROVIDERS,

INCLUDING MENTAL HEALTH, PHYSICAL HEALTH, SUBSTANCE ABUSE,
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JUVENILE JUSTICE, DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES, EDUCATION, AND
OTHER STATE AND LOCAL SERVICE SYSTEMS.

(8) "Partnership" meansarelationship between afamily advocacy
organization and another entity whereby thefamily advocacy organization
works directly with another entity for oversight and management of the
family advocate OR FAMILY SYSTEMS NAVIGATOR and family advocacy
demonstration program, and the family advocacy organization employs,
supervises, mentors, and provides training to the family advocate OR
FAMILY SYSTEMSNAVIGATOR.

SECTION 3. 26-22-103, Colorado Revised Statutes, isamended
to read:

26-22-103. Demonstration programs established. There are
hereby established demonstration programs for system of care family
advocates AND FAMILY SYSTEMSNAVIGATORS for mental health juvenile
justice populations that shall be implemented and monitored by the
division of mental BEHAVIORAL health, with input, cooperation, and
support from the division of criminal justice, the task force, and family
advocacy coalitions.

SECTION 4. The introductory portion to 26-22-104 (1),
26-22-104 (1) (b), theintroductory portionsto 26-22-104 (2), (3) (c), and
(3) (d), 26-22-104 (3) (d) (1V) and (3) (d) (V), theintroductory portion to
26-22-104 (4), and 26-22-104 (4) (&) and (4) (c), Colorado Revised
Statutes, are amended to read:

26-22-104. Program scope. (1) Onor before September 1, 2007,
the division of trertal BEHAVIORAL health, after consultation with family
advocacy coalitions, the task force, and the division of criminal justice,

shall develop arequest for proposals to design demonstration programs
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for family advocacy programs that:

(b) Provide navigation, crisis response, integrated planning,
TRANSITION SERVICES, and diversion from the juvenile justice system for
youth with mental illness or co-occurring disorders.

(2) The division of mental BEHAVIORAL health shall accept
responses to the request for proposals from a partnership between a
family advocacy organization and any of the following entities or
individuals that operate or are developing afamily advocacy program:

(3) The responses to the request for proposals shall include, but
need not be limited to, the following information:

(c) A planfor family advocatesORFAMILY SYSTEMSNAVIGATORS
that includes:

(d) A plan for family advocate OR FAMILY SYSTEMSNAVIGATOR
program services for targeted youth and their families, including:

(IV) Cooperative training programs for family advocates OR
FAMILY SYSTEMSNAVIGATORS and for staff, where applicable, of mental
health, physical health, substance abuse, developmental disabilities,
education, child welfare, juvenile justice, and other state and local
systemsrelated to the role and partnership between the family advocates
OR FAMILY SYSTEMS NAVIGATORS and the systems that affect youth and
their family;

(V) Integrated crisisresponse servicesand CrisiSAND TRANSITION
planning;

(4) On or before November 15, 2007, the division of mentat
BEHAVIORAL health, after consultation with family advocacy coalitions,
the task force, and the division of criminal justice, shall select three

demonstration programs to deliver juvenile justice family advocacy
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services. The division of mentat BEHAVIORAL health shall base the
selection on:

(a) Theprogram'sdemonstration of collaborative partnershipsthat
integrate family advocates OR FAMILY SYSTEMS NAVIGATORS into the
systems of care;

(c) Any other criteria set by the division of tentat BEHAVIORAL
health.

SECTION 5. 26-22-105 (1), (3) (c), and (5), Colorado Revised
Statutes, are amended to read:

26-22-105. Evaluation and reporting. (1) On or before January
1, 2008, the division of mentat BEHAVIORAL health shall prepareaninitial
descriptivereport of the sel ected demonstration programsand providethe
report to the legidlative oversight committee, the task force, the family
advocacy coalition, and the demonstration programs sel ected pursuant to
section 26-22-104 (4).

(3) Each selected demonstration program shall regularly forward
the following data to the division of criminal justice:

(c) Family and youth satisfaction and assessment of family
advocates OR FAMILY SYSTEMSNAVIGATORS;

(5) On or before June 1, 2010, the division of criminal justice
shall complete acomprehensive eval uation of the sel ected demonstration
programs based on the data provided pursuant to subsection (3) of this
section. Prior to preparing the evaluation, thedivision of criminal justice
shall develop with the selected demonstration programs the comparison
groups for the evaluation. The evaluation shall include analysis of the
comparison groups. Thedivision of criminal justice shall submit afinal

report, including an executive summary and recommendations, to thetask

014



o N oo 0o b~ W N PP

force, the demonstration programs, and family advocacy coalitions for
review. The division of crimina justice, the division of trentat
BEHAVIORAL health, family advocacy coalitions, and the task force shall
review the evaluation findings and jointly develop recommendations to
be made to the legidative oversight committee.

SECTION 6. Safety clause. Thegeneral assembly hereby finds,
determines, and declares that this act is necessary for the immediate

preservation of the public peace, health, and safety.
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