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A BILL FOR AN ACT
CONCERNING GRANTING ASSOCIATE DEGREES TO STUDENTS WHO
TRANSFER FROM A TWO-YEAR INSTITUTION.

Bill Summary

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced and does
not reflect any amendmentsthat may be subsequently adopted. If thisbill
passes third reading in the house of introduction, a bill summary that
applies to the reengrossed version of this bill will be available at
http: //www.leg.state.co.us/billsummaries.)

Educational Success Task Force. Thehill requiresa4-year state
institution of higher education to notify a 2-year institution when a
student who transferred from the 2-year institution accumulates 60
credits.

The 2-year ingtitution shall conduct a degree audit to determine
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whether the student meets the requirements for an associate degree and
shall award the degree to the student unless the student declines the
award.

The 2-year and 4-year institutionsof higher education shall inform
students about the program.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:
SECTION 1. In Colorado Revised Statutes, add 23-1-130 as

follows:

23-1-130. Commission dir ective - associate degr ee completion

program - legislative declaration - definitions. (1) (a) THE GENERAL

ASSEMBLY FINDS AND DECLARES THAT, DUE TO THE DEMANDS OF A

GLOBAL ECONOMY, THE STATE AND THE NATION HAVE AN INCREASING

NEED FORINDIVIDUALSWITH A POSTSECONDARY CREDENTIAL ORDEGREE.

MANY STUDENTS BEGIN THEIR POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION IN A

TWO-YEAR INSTITUTION AND TRANSFER TO A FOUR-YEAR INSTITUTION

PRIOR TO RECEIVING AN ASSOCIATE DEGREE. SOME STUDENTS WHO

SUBSEQUENTLY ACCUMULATE THE CREDIT HOURS NECESSARY FOR AN

ASSOCIATE DEGREE WHILE AT THE FOUR-YEAR INSTITUTION, OR WHO

LEAVE THE FOUR-YEARINSTITUTION PRIORTO COMPLETING A BACHELOR'S

DEGREE, WOULD BENEFIT FROM THE AWARD OF AN ASSOCIATE DEGREE.

THE AWARD OF AN ASSOCIATE DEGREE NOT ONLY REWARDS THE

STUDENT'SEFFORTSIN ATTAINING POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION, BUT ALSO

RECOGNIZES THE INVESTMENT OF FINANCIAL RESOURCES IN

POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION BY BOTH THE STUDENT AND THE STATE.

Sb! THEREFORE! THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY DECLARES THAT THE

STATE'S TWO-YEAR AND FOUR-YEAR INSTITUTIONS SHOULD WORK IN

COLLABORATION WITH THE COMMISSION TO DEVELOP A PROCESS THAT

REDUCES A POTENTIAL BARRIER TO DEGREE COMPLETION BY PROVIDING
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STUDENTSWITH INFORMATION ABOUT THE STUDENT'SELIGIBILITY FORAN

ASSOCIATE DECREE.

@) ASUSED IN THIS SECTION, UNLESS THE CONTEXT OTHERWISE

REQUIRES:.

(a) "ASSOCIATE DEGREE"' MEANS AN ASSOCIATE OF ARTS OR

ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE DEGREE.

(b) "FOUR-YEAR INSTITUTION" MEANS A STATE-SUPPORTED

INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION THAT IS AUTHORIZED TO GRANT

BACCALAUREATE DEGREES.

(c)  "TWO-YEAR INSTITUTION" MEANS A STATE-SUPPORTED

INSTITUTION OF HIGHEREDUCATION, ORA LOCAL DISTRICT COLLEGE, THAT

ISAUTHORIZED TO GRANT ASSOCIATE DEGREES.

(3) (&) THE COMMISSION SHALL COLLABORATE WITH THE

GOVERNING BOARDSOFTHETWO-YEARAND FOUR-YEARINSTITUTIONSTO

DEVELOPAND COORDINATE A PROCESSTONOTIFY STUDENTSCONCERNING

ELIGIBILITY FOR THE AWARD OF AN ASSOCIATE DEGREE. THE

NOTIFICATION PROCESS SHALL APPLY TO STUDENTS AT A FOUR-YEAR

INSTITUTION WHO HAVE ACCUMULATED SEVENTY CREDIT HOURS AT A

FOUR-YEAR INSTITUTION AND WHO TRANSFERRED TO THE INSTITUTION

AFTER COMPLETING THE RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS FOR AN ASSOCIATE

DEGREE AT A TWO-YEAR INSTITUTION. THE NOTIFICATION PROCESS

DEVELOPED PURSUANT TO THISSECTION SHALL SPECIFY THE ROLE OF THE

STUDENT, THE DEPARTMENT, AND THE TWO-YEAR AND FOUR-YEAR

INSTITUTIONS IN THE PROCESS, WITH THE ROLE OF THE FOUR-YEAR

INSTITUTIONS LIMITED TO PROVIDING CONTACT INFORMATION FOR

ELIGIBLE STUDENTS. THENOTIFICATION PROCESSSHALL BEIMPLEMENTED

NO LATER THAN THE BEGINNING OF THE 2013-14 ACADEMIC YEAR.
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(b) AT A MINIMUM, THE NOTIFICATION TO ELIGIBLE STUDENTS

SHALL INCLUDE THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE AUDIT BY THE

TWO-YEAR INSTITUTION AND INFORMATION CONCERNING THE PROCESS

FORA STUDENT TO BE AWARDED AN ASSOCIATE DEGREE IN THEFUTURE IF

THE DEGREE REQUIREMENTSARENOT MET ORTHE STUDENT DECLINESTHE

ASSOCIATE DEGREE AT THE TIME OF THE NOTIFICATION.

(€) NOTHING IN THIS SECTION LIMITS THE ABILITY OF THE

GOVERNING BOARDS OF TWO-YEAR AND FOUR-YEAR INSTITUTIONS TO

DEVELOP REVERSE TRANSFER AGREEMENTS THAT ARE CONSISTENT WITH

THE INTENT OF THIS SECTION.

(4) EACHTWO-YEARAND FOUR-YEARINSTITUTION SHALL PROVIDE

STUDENTS WITH INFORMATION CONCERNING THE PROCESS DEVELOPED

PURSUANT TO THIS SECTION.

SECTION 2. Safety clause. The general assembly hereby finds,
determines, and declares that this act is necessary for the immediate

preservation of the public peace, health, and safety.
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