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Bill Summary

(Note: This summary applies to this bill as introduced and does
not reflect any amendments that may be subsequently adopted. If this bill
passes third reading in the house of introduction, a bill summary that
applies to the reengrossed version of this bill will be available at
http.//leg.colorado.gov.)

Currently, amajor and, depending on party rules, a minor, political
party candidate can access a primary election ballot in the state either by
gathering a statutorily established number of petition signatures or by
being nominated through the political party assembly process. Section 1
of the bill eliminates the option for a major political party candidate to
access a primary election ballot by being nominated through the political
party assembly process, and section 16 eliminates the option for a minor
political party candidate.

Shading denotes HOUSE amendment. Double underlining denotes SENATE amendment.
Capital letters or bold & italic numbers indicate new material to be added to existing law.
Dashes through the words or numbers indicate deletions from existing law.



Current law prohibits an unaffiliated voter from signing a petition
for a major political party candidate and prohibits a major political party
candidate from circulating a party petition or gathering any signatures
prior to the third Tuesday in January. Section 2 changes the first day on
which a major political party candidate may circulate a petition and gather
signatures to the day on which the secretary of state provides notice to the
candidate that the petition has been approved as to form and eliminates
the prohibition against an unaffiliated voter signing a petition for a major
political party candidate.

The number of petition signatures that a candidate must collect to
access a primary election ballot is currently different for a candidate who
is a member of a major political party and a candidate who is a member
of a minor political party. Section 3 aligns the signature requirements for
a candidate who is a member of a minor political party with the
requirements for a candidate who is a member of a major political party.

Section 3 also aligns the methods by which a candidate who is a
member of a minor political party may access the presidential primary
election ballot with those of a candidate who is a member of a minor
political party.

In addition, the date on which a candidate may first circulate a
petition or gather signatures is different for a candidate who is a member
of a major political party than for a candidate who is unaffiliated or a
member of a minor political party. Section 3 aligns the day on which all
candidates may circulate a petition or gather signatures to the day on
which the secretary of state provides notice to the candidate that the
petition has been approved as to form.

For a petition to nominate a candidate from a major political party
in a partisan election, current law requires each person who signs the
petition to be affiliated with the major political party named in the
petition. Section 4 allows a person who is not affiliated with any political
party to sign one petition per office to nominate a candidate from a major
political party in a partisan election.

Current law specifies that for a candidate who is a member of a
major political party to be placed on a presidential primary election ballot,
the candidate must submit a notarized statement of intent and either a
filing fee or a petition signed by at least 5,000 eligible electors affiliated
with the candidate's political party who reside in the district. Section 5
allows the petition to be signed by eligible electors who have not been
affiliated with any political party for at least 22 days.

Sections 6 through 16, 18, and 19 make conforming amendments.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:
SECTION 1. In Colorado Revised Statutes, repeal 1-4-601 as

- SB23-101



O 0 3 O W»n B~ WD =

N NN N N N NN e e e e e e e e e
N O L B WD = O O 0NN N R WD = O

follows:
1-4-601.

definition.

Designation of candidates for primary election -
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SECTION 2. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 1-4-801, amend
(2)(a) and (5)(a) as follows:

1-4-801. Designation of party candidates by petition. (2) The
signature requirements for the petition are as follows:

(a) Every petition in the case of a candidate for any county office
must be signed by electors eligible to vote within the county
commissioner district or political subdivision for which the officer is to
be elected. Except as otherwise provided in subsection (2)(e) of this
section, the petition requires the lesser of one thousand signers or signers
equal in number to ten percent of the votes cast in the political
subdivision at the contested or uncontested primary election for the
political party's candidate for the office for which the petition is being
circulated or, if there was no primary election, at the last preceding

general election for which there was a candidate for the office.

(5) (a) Party petitions shall not be circulated nor any signatures be

obtained prior to the-thirdTuesday- mJanaary THE DAY ON WHICH THE

SECRETARY OF STATE PROVIDES NOTICE TO THE CANDIDATE THAT THE

PETITION HAS BEEN APPROVED AS TO FORM PURSUANT TO SECTION

1-4-903. Petitions must be filed no later than the close of business on the
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third Tuesday in March.

SECTION 3. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 1-4-802, amend
(1)(c) and (1)(d); and add (1)(c.5) as follows:

1-4-802. Petitions for nominating minor political party and
unaffiliated candidates for a partisan office. (1) Candidates for
partisan public offices to be filled at a general or congressional vacancy
election who do not wish to affiliate with a major political party may be
nominated, other than by a primary election or a convention, in the
following manner:

(c) Every petition for the-offreeof prestdent-and-viceprestdent;
for statewide office, for congressional district office, for the office of
member of the general assembly, for district attorney, and for county
office must be signed by eligible electors residing within the district or
political subdivision in which the officer is to be elected. Except as
otherwise provided in subsection (2) of this section, the number of

signatures of eligible electors on a petition is as follows:

W)

(IT) (A) Atleast one thousand in each congressional district for the
offices of governor; secretary of state, attorney general, or treasurer; or
the-office-of Untted-Statessenator:

(A.5) AT LEAST ONE THOUSAND FIVE HUNDRED IN EACH
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT FOR THE OFFICES OF GOVERNOR OR UNITED
STATES SENATOR;

(B) At least five hundred in each congressional district for the
office of an at-large seat on either the state board of education or the

board of regents of the university of Colorado;
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(ITIT) The lesser of one thousand five hundred or twoandone=half
TEN percent of the votes cast in the congressional district in the most
recent general election for the office of member of the United States
house of representatives, member of the state board of education for a
congressional district, or member of the board of regents of the university
of Colorado for a congressional district;

(IV) The lesser of one thousand or three-and-one=third THIRTY
percent of the votes cast in the senate district in the most recent general
election for the office of member of the state senate;

(V) The lesser of one thousand or ftve THIRTY percent of votes
cast in the house district in the most recent general election for the office
of member of the state house of representatives;

(VI) The lesser of one thousand or three TEN percent of the votes
cast in the district in the most recent general election for the office of
district attorney; and

(VII) The lesser of one thousand or two TEN percent of the votes
cast for all candidates for that office in the most recent general election
for any county office.

(c.5) FOR THE OFFICE OF PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES, THE
REQUIREMENTS OF SECTION 1-4-1204 (1)(c) APPLY TO ANY MINOR
POLITICAL PARTY CANDIDATE AND ANY CANDIDATE WHO IS NOT
AFFILIATED WITH ANY POLITICAL PARTY.

(d) (I) No petition to nominate an unaffiliated candidate, except
petitions for candidates for vacancies to unexpired terms of
representatives in congress and for presidential electors, shall be
circulated or any signatures obtained thereon earlier than enehundred

T THE DAY ON WHICH THE
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SECRETARY OF STATE PROVIDES NOTICE TO THE CANDIDATE THAT THE
PETITION HAS BEEN APPROVED AS TO FORM PURSUANT TO SECTION
1-4-903.

(IT) No petition to nominate a minor political party candidate shall
be circulated nor any signatures obtained thereon earlier than the first

Tycar THE DAY ON WHICH THE

SECRETARY OF STATE PROVIDES NOTICE TO THE CANDIDATE THAT THE
PETITION HAS BEEN APPROVED AS TO FORM PURSUANT TO SECTION
1-4-903.

SECTION 4. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 1-4-904, amend
(2)(a) as follows:

1-4-904. Signatures on the petitions. (2) (a) For petitions to

nominate candidates from a major political party in a partisan election,

each signer mus

petitrorrand shall state the following to the circulator: That the signer has
been affiliated with the major political party named in the petition for at
least twenty-two days OR THAT THE SIGNER HAS NOT BEEN AFFILIATED
WITH ANY POLITICAL PARTY FOR AT LEAST TWENTY-TWO DAYS, as shown
in the statewide voter registration system, and that the signer has not
signed any other petition for any other candidate for the same office.

SECTION 5. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 1-4-1204, amend
(1)(c) as follows:

1-4-1204. Names on ballots. (1) Not later than sixty days before
the presidential primary election, the secretary of state shall certify the
names and party affiliations of the candidates to be placed on any
presidential primary election ballots. The only candidates whose names

shall be placed on ballots for the election shall be those candidates who:

9. SB23-101



O 0 3 O W»n B~ WD =

N N N N N N NN e e e e e e e e e
<N O L B WD = O O 0NN N R WD = O

(c) Have submitted to the secretary, not later than eighty-five days
before the date of the presidential primary election, a notarized
candidate's statement of intent together with either a nonrefundable filing
fee of five hundred dollars or a petition signed by at least five thousand
eligible electors WHO EITHER ARE affiliated with the candidate's political
party OR HAVE NOT BEEN AFFILIATED WITH ANY POLITICAL PARTY FOR AT
LEAST TWENTY-TWO DAYS AND who reside in the state. Candidate
petitions must meet the requirements of parts 8 and 9 of this article 4, as
applicable.

SECTION 6. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 1-2-222, amend (3)
as follows:

1-2-222. Errors in recording of affiliation. (3) For the purposes
of determining the eligibility of candidates for nomination in accordance
with seetronst=4=66+($)(a)yand SECTION 1-4-801 (4), the eligibility of
persons to vote at any precinct caucus, assembly, or convention in
accordance with section 1-3-101, or the eligibility of persons to sign
petitions in accordance with section 1-4-801 (2), the date of declaration
of the party affiliation of the elector must be the date which the elector
alleges by affidavit to be the correct date of affiliation.

SECTION 7. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 1-4-101, amend (3)
as follows:

1-4-101. Primary elections - when - nominations - expenses.
(3) All nominations by major political parties for candidates for United
States senator, representative in congress, all elective state, district, and
county officers, and members of the general assembly shall be made by
primary elections; except that, for general elections occurring after

January 1, 2001, nominations by major political parties for candidates for
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lieutenant governor shall not be made by primary elections and shall be
made pursuant to section 1-4-502 (3). Neither the secretary of state nor
any county clerk and recorder shall place on the official general election
ballot the name of any person as a candidate of any major political party

who has not been nominated in accordance with the provisions of this

article, orw
perrod—oftmerequired—by secttomr1=4=66+; or who does not meet
residency requirements for the office, if any. The information found on
the voter registration record of the county of current or previous residence
of the person seeking to be placed on the ballot is admissible as prima
facie evidence of compliance with this article.

SECTION 8. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 1-4-102 as
follows:

1-4-102. Method of placing names on primary ballot. All

candidates for nominations to be made at any primary election shall be

placed on the primary election ballot etther-bycertificate of destgnatron
by-assemblyor by petition.
SECTION 9. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 1-4-103 as

follows:

1-4-103. Order of names on primary ballot. €Candidates
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+=4=661+2): Candidates bypetitron for any particular office shatt-foltow

assemblycandrdatesand shall be placed on the primary election ballot in
an order established by lot.

SECTION 10. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 1-4-604, amend
(1)(a) and (2); and repeal (1)(b), (3), (5), and (6) as follows:

1-4-604. Filing of petitions. (1) (a) Every petition orcertifrcate
of destgnationbyassembtly in the case of a candidate for nomination for
any national or state office specified in section 1-4-502 (1), or for
member of the general assembly, district attorney, or district office greater

than a county office,

+=4=661-+3; shall be filed by-thepresiding-officer-orsecretary-of such

assembly-andrecetved in the office of the secretary of state.
(b) Acopy ofeach—such—certtfrecate—of destgnation

2) Every petition tf1 f t in the
( yp

case of a candidate for nomination for any elective office other than the

offices specified in paragraph{ajofsubsectron(1) SUBSECTION (1)(a) of

this section shall be filed in the office of the county clerk and recorder of

the county where the person is a candidate.

3)
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SECTION 11. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 1-4-605 as
follows:

1-4-605. Order of names on primary ballot. €Candidates
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+=4=661+2): Candidates by petition for any particular office shall follow
assemblycandrdates-and-shaltbe placed on the primary election ballot in
an order established by lot.

SECTION 12. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 1-4-1002, amend
(1), (2), and (3)(b)(II) as follows:

1-4-1002. Vacancies in major party designation up to the
sixty-eighth day before primary election day. (1) For the purposes of

this section, a vacancy is caused by

ta) the declination, death, disqualification, or withdrawal of the

ALL INDIVIDUALS DESIGNATED AS CANDIDATES FOR NOMINATION BY A
MAJOR POLITICAL PARTY IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 1-4-603 AND

PART &8 OF THIS ARTICLE 4.

(2) Any vacancy mraparty-destgnation occurring aftertheparty

e-and no later than sixty-eight
days before the primary election may be filled by the party assembly
vacancy committee of the district, county, or state, depending upon the
office for which the vacancy in designation has occurred. The party
assembly vacancy committee must be appointed by the party in
accordance with party rules.

(3) (b) (II) The vacancy committee, by a majority vote of its
members present and voting at a meeting called for that purpose, shall

select a person who meets all of the requirements of candidacy as of the
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date of the appointment and who is affiliated with the same political party
A) as shown in the statewide voter registration system as the

candidate whose declination, death, disqualification, or withdrawal

caused the vacancy. or

SECTION 13. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 1-4-1003, amend
(1) and (2) as follows:

1-4-1003. Vacancies in major party designation occurring
between the sixty-seventh day before a primary election and the
earliest day to mail primary election ballots. (1) ta) For the purposes
of this section, a vacancy is caused by the declination, death,
disqualification, or withdrawal of thepersonrdestgnated-by the-assembly
as—a—candrdate—for nomination ALL INDIVIDUALS DESIGNATED AS
CANDIDATES FOR NOMINATION BY A MAJOR POLITICAL PARTY IN
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 1-4-603 AND PART 8 OF THIS ARTICLE 4 OR
ALL INDIVIDUALS DESIGNATED AS CANDIDATES FOR NOMINATION BY A
MINOR POLITICAL PARTY IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART 8 OF THIS ARTICLE 4.

by Repeated:

(2) A vacancy m—aparty mommatton occurring between the
sixty-seventh day before a primary election and the earliest day to mail
primary election ballots pursuant to section 1-7.5-107 may be filled by the
respective party assembly vacancy committee of the appropriate district,
county, or state. The party assembly vacancy committee must be
appointed by the party in accordance with party rules.

SECTION 14. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 1-4-1004, amend
(1) and (2) as follows:
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1-4-1004. Vacancies in major party designation occurring
from the day after the earliest day to mail primary election ballots
through primary election day. (1) For the purposes of this section, a
vacancy is caused by the declination, death, disqualification, or

withdrawal of the

nomimatton ALL INDIVIDUALS DESIGNATED AS CANDIDATES FOR
NOMINATION BY A MAJOR POLITICAL PARTY IN ACCORDANCE WITH
SECTION 1-4-603 AND PART 8 OF THIS ARTICLE 4 OR ALL INDIVIDUALS
DESIGNATED AS CANDIDATES FOR NOMINATION BY A MINOR POLITICAL
PARTY IN ACCORDANCE WITH PART 8 OF THIS ARTICLE 4.

(2) A vacancy mraparty-destgnation occurring from the day after
the earliest day to mail primary election ballots pursuant to section
1-7.5-107 through the day of the primary election may be filled by the
respective party assembly vacancy committee of the district, county, or
state, depending upon the office for which the vacancy in nomination has
occurred. The party assembly vacancy committee must be appointed by
the party in accordance with party rules.

SECTION 15. In Colorado Revised Statutes, amend 1-4-1007 as
follows:

1-4-1007. Vacancies in minor party designation or nomination.
Any vacancy in a nomination for a minor political party candidate
occurring a

secttonm=4=13043)and no later than seventy days before the general or

congressional vacancy election, which is caused by the declination, death,

disqualification, or withdrawal of any person nominated by the minor
political party, may be filled by the person or persons designated in the

constitution or bylaws of the minor political party to fill vacancies.

-17- SB23-101



O 0 3 O »n B~ WD =

N NN N N N NN e e e e e e e e e
N O L B WY = O 0 NN N R WD = O

SECTION 16. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 1-4-1010, amend
(1)(b)(I); and repeal (1)(a)(I) as follows:

1-4-1010. Vacancies in office occurring from the sixty-eighth
day prior to primary election day through the earliest day to mail
general election ballots. (1) Except as otherwise provided in subsection
(2) of this section or section 1-4-1010 (2), any vacancy in a statewide or
county office, in the office of district attorney, or in the office of a state
senator occurring during a term of office and falling within the time
periods governed by section 1-4-1002, 1-4-1003, 1-4-1004, or 1-4-1005

shall be filled at the next general election with nomination or designation

by the political party as follows:

(b) (I) Ifthe vacancy occurs afterthepohtirecatparty-assemblyand

no later than sixty-eight days before the primary election, the designated

election official shall add the office to the notice of election and notify the
chairperson of each major political party that the office will be on the
ballot for the next primary election. Candidates for the office shall be
designated as provided in section 1-4-603 or by the respective party
central committee vacancy committee for the state, county, judicial
district, or state senate district.

SECTION 17. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 1-4-1304, amend
(1.5)(c) and (1.5)(d); and repeal (1.5)(b) and (3) as follows:

1-4-1304. Nomination of candidates. (1.5) (b) (h—Ammor

-18- SB23-101



O 0 3 O »n B~ WD =

N NN N N N N N e e e e e e e e e
<N O L B WD = O 0 NN N R WD = O

more candidates gqualtfres QUALIFY by petition, the candidate of the minor
political party for that office shall be nominated at a primary election held
in accordance with this code. A minor political party may prohibit
unaffiliated electors from voting in the party's primary election so long as
the prohibition is in accordance with the party's constitution, bylaws, or
other applicable rules. Any minor party choosing to prohibit unaffiliated
electors from voting in its primary election must notify the secretary of
state of the prohibition not less than seventy-five days prior to the primary
election.

(d) If only one candidate is designated for an office by petition or
assembtly; that candidate shall be the candidate of the minor political party

in the general election.
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SECTION 18. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 30-10-501.5,

amend (1)(c) as follows:

30-10-501.5. Qualifications. (1) No person is eligible for
nomination, election, or appointment to the office of sheriff unless the
person:

(c) Has had a complete set of fingerprints taken by a qualified law
enforcement agency and has submitted a receipt evidencing the
fingerprinting at the time of filing his or her written acceptance pursuant
to section +=4=60+-<3); 1-4-906 or part 10 of article 4 of title 1, or at the
time of filing an affidavit of intent pursuant to section 1-4-1101, as
applicable. The law enforcement agency shall forward the fingerprints to
the Colorado bureau of investigation. The bureau shall utilize the
fingerprints, its files and records, and those of the federal bureau of
investigation for the purpose of determining whether the person has ever
been convicted of or pleaded guilty or entered a plea of nolo contendere
to any felony charge under federal or state laws. The Colorado bureau of
investigation shall notify the county clerk and recorder of the county for

which the person is a candidate of the results of the fingerprint analysis.
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If a conviction or plea is disclosed, the person is unqualified for the office
of sheriff, unless pardoned. The results of the fingerprint analysis are
confidential; except that the county clerk and recorder may divulge
whether the person is qualified or unqualified for the office of sheriff.

SECTION 19. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 30-10-601.5,
amend (2)(a) as follows:

30-10-601.5. Qualifications - fingerprints. (2) (a) A person who
is nominated by a political party or for whom a nominating petition is
filed for the office of coroner shall have a complete set of fingerprints
taken by a qualified law enforcement agency and submit proof of such
fingerprinting when filing a written acceptance pursuant to section
+=4=661+3); 1-4-906 or part 10 of article 4 of title 1.

SECTION 20. Safety clause. The general assembly hereby finds,
determines, and declares that this act is necessary for the immediate

preservation of the public peace, health, or safety.
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