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1
2 Coun?ilmember‘ﬁary M. Cheh
3
4
5
6 A BILL
7
8
9
10
11 IN THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
12
13
14
15
16 To amend the District of Columbia Taxicab Commission Establishment Act of 1985 to change
17 the name of the Disability Advisory Committee and clarify its organization, to clarify
18 wheelchair-accessible fleet requirements, and to establish a fee and fund related to
19 increasing the number of wheelchair-accessible vehicles within the District; and to amend
20 Chapter 18 of Title 47 of the District of Columbia Official Code to provide a tax credit
21 for purchasing a wheelchair-accessible vehicle or upgrading a vehicle to make it
22 wheelchair-accessible.
23
24 BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, That this

25  act may be cited as the “For-Hire Vehicle Accessibility Amendment Act of 2014
26 Sec. 2. The District of Columbia Taxicab Commission Establishment Act of 1985,
27  effective March 25, 1985 (D.C. Law 6-97; D.C. Official Code § 50-301 et seq.), is amended as

28  follows:

29 (a) Section 20f (D.C. Official Code § 50-325) is amended as follows:
30 (1) Subsection (b) is amended as follows:
al (A) Paragraph (1) is amended by striking the phrase “Disability Taxicab

32 Advisory Committee” and inserting the phrase “For-Hire Vehicle Accessibility Advisory
33  Committee” in its place.
34 (B) Paragraph (2)(A) is amended as follows:

35 (i) Sub-subparagraph (vi) is amended by striking the word “and”.
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(i1) Sub-subparagraph (vii) is amended by striking the period and
inserting the phrase *“; and™ in its place.
(iif) A new sub-subparagraph (viii) is added to read as follows:
“(viii) Transportation network companies or operators.”.
(C) Paragraph (4) is amended by striking the phrase “transmit to the
Mayor and to the Council” and inserting the phrase “make publicly available” in its place.
(D) New paragraphs (5) and (6) are added to read as [ollows:
“(5) On or before January 1, 2015, the Committee shall establish bylaws that
address, at a minimum:
“(A) The Committee’s organization and structure;
*(B) The selection and removat of Committee officers and members; and
“(C) The contents of the annual reports and recommendations that the
Committee issues.
“(6) The Commission shall provide the Commiittee with support, including:
“(A) Maintaining a website that identifies Committee merbers and posts
meeting notices, meeting minules, anmual reports created by the Committee, and an application
for Committee membership; and
“(B) Providing at least one staff member responsible for drafting the
minutes during Commitiee meetings and secwring a space for Committee meetings that is
centrally [ocated in the District and wheelchair-accessible.”.
{2) Subsection (¢) is amended as follows:

(A) Paragraph (1) is amended to read as follows:
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“(e)(1) Each taxicab company with 20 or more taxicabs in its fleet or taxicab companies
that, through common ownership, constitute 20 or more taxicabs in their iota] fleet shall dedicate
a portion of its taxi fleet as follows:

“(A) At least 6% of each taxicab fleet shall be wheelchair-accessible by
December 31, 2014;

“(B) Al least 12% of each: taxicab fleet shall be wheelchair-accessibie by
December 31, 2016;

“(C) At least 20% of each taxicab fleet shalt be wheelchair-accessible by
December 31, 2018; and

“(D) At least 33% of each taxicab flect shall be wheelchair accessible by
December 31, 2020.”,

(B) A new paragraph (1A) is added to read as follows:

“(1A)A) Each taxicab company or transportation network company that has
wheelchair-accessible vehicles within its fleet or among the vehicles associated with the
company to provide service shall maintain records that include:

“(1) The number of wheelchair-accessible vehicles;

“(2) A list of requests made to the company for wheelchair-
accessible service that noles the date, time, and location of the requested service;

“(3) Whether the requested service was a strect hail, a reservation
made on the same day, or a reservation made before the date of requested service;

“(4) For reservations made on the same day or made before the
date of the requested service, whether the requested service was provided, and, if not, an

explanation as to why; and
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“(5) For reservations made on the same day or made before the
date of the requested service, the duration between the time of the reservation and the time that
the service began.

“(B) Each taxicab company or transportation network company shall
submit the records described in subparagraph (A} of this paragraph to the Commission on a
quarterly basis.”,

{b) A new section 20p is added to read as follows:

“Sec. 20p. Inaccessibility fee.

“(a) On or before January 1, 2015, each person, corporation, partnership, or association
that enters a vehicle into service to provide for-hire service, including a vehicle that is replacing
a vehicle that has been removed from service due to inoperability or the vehicle age limits
established under Chapter 609 of Title 31 of the District of Columbia Municipal Regulation (31
DCMR § 609 et seq.), shall pay a fee of $50 if the vehicle does 1ot conform with the wheelchair-
accessibility requirements of section 20£.

*(b) The revenue from this fee described in subsection (a) of this scction shall be placed
directly into the Wheelchair-Accessible For-Hire Vehicle Service Fund, established in section
20q.

“(c) For the purposes of this section, the term “for-hire service” means a public vehicle-
for-hire as defined by section 4, including a vehicle that is operated for purposes of providing
transportation network services in connection with a transportation network company as defined
by the Transportation Network Services Innovation Act of 2014, as introduced on April 4, 2014
(Bill 20-753).

(¢} A new section 20q is added to read as follows:
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“Sec. 20q. Wheelchair-accessible vehicle service fund.

“(a) There is established a nonlapsing fund, the Wheclchair-Accessible For-Hire Vehicie
service Fund (“Fund™), to be administercd by the Chairperson ol the District of Columbia
Taxicalr Commission in accordance with subsection (¢) of this section.

“(b) The Fund shall consist of general revenue funds appropriated by a line item in the
budget submitted to the Council.

“(c) Money in the Fund shall be used for the purchase, operation, training, and use of
wheelchair-accessible for-hire vehicles within the District and may be used to provide a required
tocal match for the purposes of obtaining grant funding.

*“(d) The District of Columbia Taxicab Commission may seek grants from any source,
including the Federal Transit Administration’s Enhanced Mobility of Seniors and Individuals
with Disabilities Program, for the purpose of encouraging the purchase, operation, training, and
use of wheelchair-accessible taxicabs within the District.

“(e)(1) The money deposited into the Fund, and interest earned, shall not revert to the
unrestricted fund balance of the General Fund of the District of Columbia at the end of a fiscal
year, or at any other time,

*(2) Subject to authorization in an approved budget and financial plan, any funds
appropriated in the Fund shall be continually available without regard to fiscal year limitation.”.

Sec. 3. Chapter 18 of Title 47 of the District of Columbia Official Code is amended as
follows:

(a) The table of contents is amended by adding a new subchapter VII-B to read as
follows:

“Subchapter VII-B. Wheelchair-Accessible Vehicle Tax Credit.
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“47-1860.01. Definitions.

“47-1860.02. Wheelchair-accessible vehicle tax credit.

“47-1860.03. Wheelchair-accessible vehicle tax credit eligibility.

“47-1860.04. Wheelchair-accessible vehicle tax credit application, approval, and
calculation.

“47-1860.05. Wheelchair-accessible vehicle tax credit administration.

“47-1860.00. Rules.”.

(b) A new subchapter VII-B is added to read as follows:

“Subchapter VII-B. Wheelchair-Accessible Vehicle Tax Credit.

“8 47-1860.01. Definitions.

“For the purposes of this subchapter, the term:

“(1) “Wheelchair accessible” means a vehicle that conforms to the requirements
provided in § 50-325.

“(2) “For-hire” means a public vehicle-for-hire as defined by § 50-303(17),
including a vehicle that is operated for the purposes of providing passenger transportation
services in connection with a transportation network service as defined by the Transportation
Network Services Innovation Act of 2014, as introduced on April 4, 2014 (Bill 20-753).

*§ 47-1860.02. Wheelchair-accessible vehicle tax credit.

“For tax years beginning on or after January 1, 2015, but before January 1, 2020, upon
application by a taxpayer, in the order of priority received and not to exceed the annual amount
allocated therefor in the budget and {inancial plan, the Mayor, in accordance with this

subchapter, shall approve, and there may be allowed, to any taxpayer a wheelchair-accessible
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vehicle tax credit with respect to the franchise taxes imposed by subchapters VII and VI of this
chapter, for a credit period in an amount determined by the Mayor pursuant to § 47-1860.04.
“§ 47-1860.03. Wheelchair-accessible vehicle tax credit eligibility.
“The Mayor shall approve any wheelchair-accessible vehicle tax credits allowed by § 47-
1860.02 if, during a credit period, a person, corporation, partaership, or association:
“(1) Has an existing for-hire vehicle that previously was not wheelchair accessible
upgraded to make it wheelchair accessible; or
“(2) Purchases a new vehicle that is initially manufactured to be wheelchait
accessible.
“§ 47-1860.04. Wheelchair-accessible vehicle tax credit application, approval, and
calculation.
“(a) A taxpayer shall apply for, and the Mayor shall approve, the wheelchair-accessible
vehicle tax credit as follows:
“(1) A taxpayer shall submit a complete written application for a wheelchair-
accessible vehicle tax credit to the Mayor, The application shall include:

“(A) For the upgrade of an existing vehicle to make it wheelchair
accessible, a receipt or similar document providing an itemized accounting for the cost
associated to that upgrade.

“(B) For the purchase of a new vehicle that is initially manufactured to be
wheelchair accessible, a receipt or similar document providing proof of purchase.

“(2) The Mayor shall review each application submitted for a wheelchair-
accessible vehicle tax credit. Based on the application submitted, the Mayor shall approve the

wheelchair-accessible vehicle tax credit as provided by § 47-1860.02. The approval shall include
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the maximum amount of the credit available to the taxpayer for the entire credit period calculated
pursuant to subsection (b) of this section and the specific terms that shall be met to qualify for
the wheelchair-accessible vehicle tax credit.

“(b) The wheelchair-accessible vehicle tax credit shall be calculated by the Mayor as
[ollows:

“(1) For the upgrade of an existing vehicle to make it wheelchair accessible, the
Mayor shall allow a eredit that shall be equal to the incremental cost associated with the upgrade;
provided, that the credit shall not exceed $10,000 per vehicle.

“(2) For the purchase of a new vehicle that is initially manufactiwred to be
wheelchair accessible, the Mayor shall allow a credit of $10,000 per vehicle.

“§ 47-1860.05. Wheelchair-accessible vehicle tax credit administration.

“(a) A taxpayer that receives approval for a wheelchair-accessible vehicle tax credit shall
notify the Mayor promptly if the wheelchair-accessible vehicle is sold or not used under for-hire
services. The approval shall be void if the taxpayer that receives approval does not use the
wheelchair-accessible vehicle for for-hire services within one year of receiving the credit.

“(b) The Chief Financial Officer may audit the accounts of a taxpayer receiving a
wheelchair-accessible vehicle tax credit up to 12 months following the issuance of any credit.

“(c) The Mayor shall transmit an annual report to the Council, including information
regarding all approvals granted and cred.it certificates issued in reference to the wheelchair-
accessible vehicle tax credit, the names of the recipients of the credits and the credit amnounts
claimed.

“§ 47-1860.06. Rules.
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“The Mayor, pursuant to § 2-501 ef seq., shall issue rules necessary 1o implement the
provisions of this subchapter.”.

Sec. 4. Fiscal impact statement.

The Council adopts the fiscal impact statement in the committee report as the fiscal
impact statement required by section 602(c)(3) of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act,
approved December 24, 1973 (87 Stat. 813, D.C. Official Code § 1-206.02(c)(3)).

Sec. 5. Effective date.

This act shall take effect following approval by the Mayor (or in the event of veto by the
Mayor, action by the Council to override the veto), a 30-day period of congressional review as
provided i section 602(c)(2) of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, approved December
24, 1973 (87 Stat. 788; D.C. Official Code § 1-206.02(¢c)(2)), and publication in the District of

Columbia Register.



