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House Bill 1209
By: Representatives Trammell of the 132", Beverly of the 143", Thomas of the 56", Smyre
of the 135", Hugley of the 136", and others

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Article 2 of Chapter 5 of Title 17 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated,
relating to searches with warrants, so as to prohibit the use of no-knock search warrants; to
provide for definitions; to change provisions relating to the issuance of search warrants; to
provide for related matters; to provide for an effective date and applicability; to repeal

conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Article 2 of Chapter 5 of Title 17 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
searches with warrants, isamended in Code Section 17-5-21, relating to grounds for issuance
of search warrants and scope of search pursuant to a search warrant, by adding a new
subsection to read as follows:

"(e)(1) As used in this subsection, the term 'no-knock provision' means a provision in a

search warrant that authorizes the executing officer to enter without giving audible,

verbal notice of such officer's presence, authority, and purpose.

(2) No search warrant shall be issued which contains a no-knock provision.”

SECTION 2.
This Act shall become effective upon its approval by the Governor or upon its becoming law

without such approval and shall apply to all search warrants issued on or after such date.

SECTION 3.

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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