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House Bill 246 (AS PASSED HOUSE AND SENATE)
By: Representatives Knight of the 130", Carson of the 46", Mosby of the 83", and Wilkerson
of the 38"

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Chapter 3 of Title 43 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
accountants, so as to provide for powers and actions granted to other licensing boards; to
revise and add definitions; to provide that the State Board of Accountancy is administratively
attached to the State Accounting Office; to change provisions relating to foreign registered
accountants; to change the standard of proof; to provide for confidentiality of certain
information; to amend Chapter 5B of Title 50 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated,
relating to the State Accounting Office, so as to remove the State Board of Accountancy as
a division of the State Accounting office; to provide for related matters; to repeal conflicting

laws; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Chapter 3 of Title 43 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to accountants, is
amended by revising Code Section 43-3-2, relating to definitions, as follows:
"43-3-2.
As used in this chapter, the term:
(1) 'Any other state' means a-state-other-than-Georgta; the District of Columbia, the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, the United States Virgin Islands, the Commonwealth of

the Northern Marianas Islands, er Guam, or a state other than Georaqia.

(2) 'Attest' means providing the following public accountancy services:
(A) Any audit to be performed in accordance with the professional standards adopted
by the board's rules or regulations;
(B) Any review of a financial statement to be performed in accordance with the
professional standards adopted by the board's rules or regulations;
(C) Any examination of prospective financial information to be performed in
accordance with the professional standards for attestation engagements adopted by the

board's rules or regulations;
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(D) Any engagement to be performed in accordance with the professional standards
related to public companies adopted by the board's rules or regulations; and
(E) Any examination, review, or agreed upon procedures engagement to be performed
in accordance with the professional standards adopted by the board's rules or
regulations, other than an examination of prospective financial information as described
in subparagraph (C) of this paragraph.
(3) 'Board' means the Georgia State Board of Accountancy.
(4) 'Compilation’ means providing a service to be performed in accordance with
professional standards adopted by the board's rules or regulations that presents
information in the form of financial statements that are the representation of management
or owners without undertaking to express any assurance as to the statements.
(5) 'CPA' means certified public accountant.
(6) 'Executive director' means the individual appointed by the state-acecotunting-officer
board to serve as the chief executive officer of the board.
(7) 'Firm' means any proprietorship, partnership, corporation, association, or any other
legal entity which is practicing public accountancy.
(8) 'Peer review' means a study, appraisal, or review of one or more aspects of the
professional work of a licensee that provides attest or compilation services, by a licensee
who is not affiliated with the individual or firm being reviewed.
(9) 'Practice of public accountancy' or ‘practicing public accountancy' means offering to
perform or performing attest or compilation services or while holding oneself out in such
manner as to state or imply that one is a licensee, offering to perform or performing for
an individual or entity services involving:
(A) The use of accounting or auditing skills;
(B) Management advisory or other consulting services;
(C) The preparation of tax returns; or
(D) The furnishing of advice on tax matters.

(10) 'Report' when used with reference to any attest or compilation service, means an

opinion, report, or other form of lanquage that states or implies assurance as to the

reliability of the attested information or compiled financial statements and that also

includes or is accompanied by any statement or implication that the person or firm issuing

it has special knowledge or competence in accounting or auditing. Such a statement or

implication of special knowledge or competence may arise from use by the issuer of the

report of names or titles indicating that the person or firm is an accountant or auditor, or

from the language of the report itself. Such term includes any form of language which

disclaims an opinion when such form of language is conventionally understood to imply

any positive assurance as to the reliability of the attested information or compiled
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financial statements referred to or special competence on the part of the person or firm

issuing such lanquage; and it includes any other form of language that is conventionally

understood to imply such assurance or such special knowledge or competence.

(11) 'State Accounting Office' means the office created under Code Section 50-5B-1.

SECTION 2.

Said chapter is further amended by revising subsections (c) and (d) of Code Section 43-3-3,

relating to the powers and duties of the State Board of Accountancy, as follows:

“(c) On and after July 1, 2014, the board shall be atvistor-withirt an attached agency for

administrative purposes only to the State Accounting Office and shall not be considered

adivision as such term is defined in Code Section 43-1-1. The board shall neither be under
the jurisdiction of the Secretary of State nor be under the direction of the director of the
Professional Licensing Boards Division of the Secretary of State. The board shall not be
subject to the provisions of Chapter 1 of this title.

(d) The state-aceountingofficer board shall fix the compensation of an executive director.
The executive director shall serve at the pleasure of the state-accotntingofficer board. The
executive director shall have those duties and powers prescribed by the board with-the

approval-of the-state-accotnting-officer-and as further set forth in Code Section 43-3-6.”

SECTION 3.

Said chapter is further amended by adding a new subsection to Code Section 43-3-5, relating
to chairperson and secretary of the board, meetings, seal, and records of proceedings, to read

as follows:

”(q)_The board may appoint such committees or persons, who need not be members of the

board, to advise or assist it in administration, investigation, and enforcement of the

provisions of this chapter as the board deems necessary and shall be authorized to

compensate any such persons or members of committees who are not members of the board

in such amounts as it shall determine to be reasonable.”

SECTION 4.

Said chapter is further amended by revising subsections (a) and (b) of Code Section 43-3-6,

relating to the duties of the executive director, as follows:

(@) The executive director shall:
(1) Be a full-time employee of the State Accounting Office and shall serve as the

secretary of the board. He or she shall be an individual of good moral character and shall

H. B. 246
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possess such qualifications as the boardwiththe-approvat-of the-state-aceountingofficer;

may require;

(2) Take an oath to discharge faithfully the duties of the office;

(3) Keep all records related to the board,;

(4) With the approval of the state—aceounting—officer board, employ and fix the
compensation of individuals as deemed necessary to assist in the duties of the board. If
an employee will serve as an investigator, he or she shall have a level of experience or

knowledge of the area of practice needing to be examined or investigated, including but

not limited to accounting, auditing, and taxes, that is acceptable to the board,;

£6)(5) Schedule the time and location for all examinations and hearings;
A(6) Maintain a schedule of all meetings and hearings of the board that shall be
available for public review; and
8)(7) Make areportto the Governor on or before the second Tuesday in January of each
year covering the activities of the board for the previous calendar year, which shall be
made available to any member of the General Assembly upon request.
(b) With the approval of the state-aecotnting-officer board, the executive director may
contract with any person or agency who is not an employee of the State Accounting Office

to implement any provision of this chapter and to fulfill the responsibilities of the board.”

SECTION 5.
Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (c) of Code Section 43-3-9, relating
to requirements for certificate of certified public accountants, as follows:
"(c) If the board determines that an applicant lacks good moral character, the board may
refuse to certify an applicant when it finds by elearant-convinetig a preponderance of the

evidence that there is a substantial connection between the lack of good moral character of

the applicant and the potential professional responsibilities of such applicant. When an
applicant is found to be unqualified for a certificate because of lack of good moral
character, the board shall furnish the applicant a statement containing the findings of the
board and a complete listing of the evidence upon which the determination was based, and

the applicant may request a hearing on that determination.”

H. B. 246
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SECTION 6.

Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 43-3-15, relating to registration as

foreign accountants, as follows:
"43-3-15.

- Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter,

on and after July 1, 2015, each foreign reqistered accountant who holds a license from the

board and who is in good standing shall be certificated as a certified public accountant. On

and after July 1, 2015, the board shall not consider any application for a foreign reqistered

accountant.”

SECTION 7.

Said chapter is further amended by revising paragraphs (6) and (7) of subsection (a) and
paragraph (2) of subsection (b) of Code Section 43-3-16, relating to licensure requirements

for firms practicing public accountancy, as follows:

"(6) Any holder of a license in this state and any individual who qualifies for substantial
equivalency practice privileges under subsection (b) of Code Section 43-3-18 who is
responsible for supervising attest or compilation services and signs or authorizes someone
to sign the accountant's report of-the-financtat-statements on behalf of the firm shall meet
the competency requirements set by the board for such services; and

(7) Any holder of a license in this state and any individual who qualifies for substantial
equivalency practice privileges under subsection (b) of Code Section 43-3-18 who signs
or authorizes someone to sign the accountant's report ef-the—financtal-statements on
behalf of the firm shall meet the competency requirements set by the board.”

"(2) A firm that does not have a physical office in this state may perform services
described in stubparagrapt subparagraphs (B) and (E) of paragraph (2) or paragraph (4)

of Code Section 43-3-2 for a client that specifies a location in this state to which any

service described in subparagraph (A), (C), or (D) of paragraph (2) of Code Section

H. B. 246
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167 43-3-2 is directed and may use the title 'CPA" or 'CPA firm' without being licensed as
168 provided in this Code section only if:

169 (A) It meets the qualifications described in paragraph (1) of subsection (a) of this Code
170 section;

171 (B) It complies with the board's rules or regulations regarding peer review; and

172 (C) It performs such services through an individual with substantial equivalency
173 practice privileges under subsection (b) of Code Section 43-3-18."

174 SECTION 8.

175  Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 43-3-18, relating
176 to issuance of licence to practice accountancy, as follows:

177 “(a) A license to engage in the practice of public accountancy in this state shall be issued
178 by the executive director, at the direction of the board, to each individual who is
179 certificated as a certified public accountant under Code Section 43-3-9 or 43-3-12 or
180

181 evidence, satisfactory to the board, of compliance with the continuing professional

who shall have furnished

182 education requirements of Code Section 43-3-19, and to firms licensed under Code Section
183  43-3-16, provided that such firms are maintained and licensed as required under Code
184 Sections 43-3-16 and 43-3-17. There shall be a biennial license fee in an amount to be
185  determined by the board.”

186 SECTION 9.

187  Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 43-3-19, relating
188 to continuing professional education requirements, as follows:

189 “(@) When an individual for one year or more has been certificated as a certified public

190 accountant er-wa

191 has maintained licensure under such status, his or her application for renewal of a license
192 shall be accompanied or supported by such evidence as the board shall prescribe of
193 satisfactory completion of continuing professional education as provided in this Code
194  section, provided that the board may relax or suspend requirements of continuing
195 professional education in instances where an applicant's health requires it or in instances
196  of individual hardship.”

197 SECTION 10.

198 Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (a) and adding two new subsections

199 to Code Section 43-3-20, relating to investigations, to read as follows:

H. B. 246



15 LC 29 6308ER/AP

200 "(a) The executive director shall be vested with the power and authority to make, or cause
201  tobe made through employees or agents of the board, such investigations as the board may
202  deemnecessary or proper for the enforcement of the provisions of this chapter. Any person
203 properly conducting an investigation on behalf of the board shall have access to and may
204 examine any writing, document, electronically stored information, or other material relating
205 to the fitness of any licensee or applicant. The executive director or his or her appointed
206 representative may issue subpoenas to compel access to any writing, document,
207 electronically stored information, or other material upon a determination that reasonable

208 grounds exist for the belief that a violation of this chapter or any other law relating to the

209 practice of public accountancy may have occurred.”

210 “(1) _Requlation by the board under this chapter shall not exempt the practice of public

211 accountancy from requlation pursuant to any other applicable law, including but not limited
212 to Part 2 of Article 15 of Chapter 1 of Title 10, the 'Fair Business Practices Act of 1975."
213 (k) For purposes of this Code section, the board may obtain, through subpoena by the

214 executive director, upon reasonable grounds, any and all records relating to the mental or

215 physical condition of a licensee or applicant, and such records shall be admissible in any
216 hearing before the board.”

217 SECTION 11.

218 Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 43-3-21, relating
219 to revocation, suspension, or refusal to renew license, as follows:

220
221
222
223

224 license to an applicant, revoke any license issued by the board, discipline a licensee, or

225 forbid an individual from exercising the substantial equivalency practice privileges; for any
226 : . o .

227
228
229
230
231
232
233
234
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236

237

238

239

240

241 (1) Failed to demonstrate the qualifications or standards for a license contained in this
242 chapter, or under the laws, rules, or regulations under which licensure is sought or held:;
243 it shall be incumbent upon the applicant to demonstrate to the satisfaction of the board
244 that he or she meets all the requirements for the issuance of a license, and, if the board
245 is not satisfied as to the applicant's qualifications or standards, it may deny a license
246 without a prior hearing; provided, however, that the applicant shall be allowed to appear
247 before the board if he or she so desires;

248 (2) Knowingly made misleading, deceptive, untrue, or fraudulent representations in the
249 practice of public accountancy or on any document connected therewith; practiced fraud
250 or_deceit or intentionally made any false statement in obtaining a license to practice
251 public accountancy; made a false statement or deceptive registration with the board; or
252 engaged in dishonesty, fraud, or gross negligence in the practice of public accountancy;
253 (3) Had been convicted of any felony or crime involving moral turpitude in the courts
254 of this state, any other state, a territory, or a country or in the courts of the United States.
255 As used in this paragraph, the term:

256 (A) 'Conviction' means and includes a finding or verdict of guilty or a plea of guilty,
257 regardless of whether an appeal of the conviction has been sought;

258 (B) 'Felony' means and includes any offense which, if committed in this state, would
259 be deemed a felony, without regard to its designation elsewhere.

260 (4)(A) Had been arrested, charged, and sentenced for the commission of any felony or
261 crime involving moral turpitude when:

262 (i) First offender treatment without adjudication of guilt pursuant to the charge was
263 granted; or

264 (i1) Anadjudication of guilt or sentence was otherwise withheld or not entered on the
265 charge, except with respect to a plea of nolo contendere.

266 (B) An order entered pursuant to the provisions of Article 3 of Chapter 8 of Title 42
267 or other first offender treatment shall be conclusive evidence of arrest and sentencing
268 for such crime.

269 (C) As used in this paragraph, the term ‘felony' shall include any offense which, if
270 committed in this state, would be deemed a felony, without regard to its designation
271 elsewhere;

H. B. 246
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(5) Had his or her license to practice public accountancy revoked, suspended, or annulled

by any lawful licensing authority other than the board; had other disciplinary action taken

against him or her by any such lawful licensing authority other than the board; was

denied a license by any such lawful licensing authority other than the board, pursuant to

disciplinary proceedings: or was refused the renewal of a license by any such lawful

licensing authority other than the board, pursuant to disciplinary proceedings:

(6) Engaged in any unprofessional, immoral, unethical, deceptive, or deleterious conduct

or practice harmful to the public, which conduct or practice materially affects the fitness

of the licensee or applicant to practice public accountancy under this chapter, or of a

nature likely to jeopardize the interest of the public, which conduct or practice need not

result in actual injury to any person or be directly related to the practice of public

accountancy but shows that the licensee or applicant has committed any act or omission

which is indicative of bad moral character or untrustworthiness: unprofessional conduct

shall also include any departure from, or the failure to conform to, the minimal reasonable

standards of acceptable and prevailing practice of public accountancy;

(7) _Knowingly performed any act which in any way aids, assists, procures, advises, or

encourages any unlicensed person or any licensee whose license has been suspended or

revoked by the board to practice public accountancy or to practice outside the scope of

any disciplinary limitation placed upon the licensee by the board:;

(8) Violated a law or any rule or requlation of the board, this state, any other state, the

United States, or any other lawful authority, without regard to whether the violation is

criminally punishable, which law or rule or requlation relates to or in part requlates the

practice of public accountancy, when the licensee or applicant knows or should have

known that such action is violative of such law or rule; or violated a lawful order of the

board previously entered by the board in a disciplinary hearing, consent decree, or license

reinstatement;

(9) Had been adjudged mentally incompetent by a court of competent jurisdiction within

or outside this state; any such adjudication shall automatically suspend the license of any

such person and shall prevent the reissuance or renewal of any license so suspended so

long as the adjudication of incompetence is in effect;

(10) Displayed an inability to practice under this chapter with reasonable skill and safety

to the public or has become unable to practice public accountancy with reasonable skill

and safety to the public by reason of illness or use of alcohol, drugs, narcotics, chemicals,

or any other type of material;

(11) Failed to comply with an order for child support pursuant to Code Section

19-11-9.3; it shall be incumbent upon the applicant or licensee to supply a notice of

release to the board from the child support agency within the Department of Human

H. B. 246
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Services indicating that the applicant or licensee has come into compliance with an order

for child support so that a license may be issued or granted if all other conditions for

licensure are met;

{8)(12) Suspension or revocation of the right to practice any profession before any state
or federal agency;

9)(13) Failure to furnish evidence of satisfaction of requirements of continuing
professional education as required by the board pursuant to Code Section 43-3-19 or to
meet any conditions with respect to continuing professional education which the board
may have ordered under Code Section 43-3-19;

£16)(14) Conduct which discredits the accounting profession; or

£1)(15) Failure of such holder's firm to renew its license under Code Sections 43-3-16
and 43-3-17 or the failure of such firm to comply with any of the provisions of Code
Section 43-3-17."

SECTION 12.
Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 43-3-24, relating to sanctions, as
follows:
"43-3-24.

(a) After notice and hearing as provided in Code Section 43-3-23, the board may impose
any one or more of the following sanctions in addition to the actions described in Code
Sections 43-3-21, 43-3-22, and 43-3-25 for any of the causes described in Code Sections
43-3-21, 43-3-22, and 43-3-25:

(1) Refuse to grant or renew a license to an applicant;

(2) Administer a public or private reprimand, provided that a private reprimand shall not

be disclosed to any person except the licensee:;

(3) Suspend any license for a definite period or for an indefinite period in connection

with any condition that may be attached to the restoration of such license;

(4) Limit or restrict any license as the board deems necessary for the protection of the

public;
(5) Revoke any license;

(6) Condition the penalty upon, or withhold formal disposition pending, the applicant's

or licensee's submission to such care, counseling, or treatment as the board may direct;

(7) _Impose on a licensee or applicant fees or charges in an amount necessary to

reimburse the board for the administrative and legal costs incurred by the board in

conducting an investigative or disciplinary proceeding;

H(8) Require the licensee to complete successfully the specific courses or types of

continuing professional education as specified by the board in accordance with Code

H. B. 246
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Section 43-3-19 or pass special examinations as specified by the board, all at the cost and
expense of the licensee;

2)(9) Require the licensee or firm holding a license to submit to a preissuance review
prior to the issuance of any future reports, in a manner and for a duration as set by the
board by a reviewer selected by the board at the licensee's cost and expense; ef
£3)(10) Require a licensee or firm holding a license to submit to a peer review of its
accounting and auditing practices upon such terms and conditions as shall be determined
by the board at the cost and expense of such licensee; or

(11) Impose a civil penalty pursuant to Code Section 43-3-25.

(b) In addition to and in conjunction with the actions described in subsection (a) of this

Code section, the board may make a finding adverse to the licensee or applicant but

withhold imposition of judgment and penalty or it may impose the judgment and penalty

but suspend enforcement thereof and place the licensee on probation, which may be

vacated upon noncompliance with such reasonable terms as the board may impose.”

SECTION 13.

Said chapter is further amended by adding a new Code section to read as follows:

'43-3-24.1.

(a) Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law to the contrary, after notice and

hearing, the board may issue a cease and desist order prohibiting any person from violating

the provisions of this chapter by engaqing in the practice of public accountancy without a

license.

(b) The violation of any cease and desist order of the board issued under subsection (a) of

this Code section shall subject the person violating the order to further proceedings before

the board, and the board shall be authorized to impose a fine not to exceed $500.00 for each

transaction constituting a violation thereof. Each day that a person practices in violation

of this chapter shall constitute a separate violation.

(c) Initial judicial review of the decision of the board entered pursuant to this Code section

shall be available solely in the superior court of the county of domicile of the board.

(d) Nothing in this Code section shall be construed to prohibit the board from seeking

remedies otherwise available by law without first seeking a cease and desist order in

accordance with the provisions of this Code section.”

SECTION 14.

Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 43-3-25.1,

relating to confidentiality of applicant information, as follows:

H. B. 246
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"(a) The following shall be available to an-apptieant; the board; and the board's employees

and agents, but shall be treated as confidential, not subject to Article 4 of Chapter 18 of

Title 50, and shall not be disclosed without the approval of the board:

(1) Applications and other personal information submitted by applicants, except to the
applicant;

(2) Information, favorable or unfavorable, submitted by a reference source concerning
an applicant; and

(3) Examination guestions and other examination materials.”

SECTION 15.
Said chapter is further amended by revising Code Section 43-3-28, relating to reinstatement
of certification or registration, as follows:
"43-3-28.
Upon written application after a hearing pursuant to Chapter 13 of Title 50, the 'Georgia
Administrative Procedure Act,' the board may recertificate a certified public accountant ef
reregisteraforeignaceotntant whose certification erregistratton has been revoked or may
reissue or modify the suspension of a license or substantial equivalency practice privileges

which have been revoked or suspended.”

SECTION 16.
Said chapter is further amended by revising subsections (a), (c), (d), and (e) of Code Section
Code Section 43-3-31, relating to use of titles or devices, as follows:
(@) No individual shall assume or use the title or designation 'certified public accountant'
or the abbreviation 'CPA' or any other title, designation, words, letters, abbreviation, sign,
card, or device tending to indicate that such individual is a certified public accountant

unless such individual has received a certificate as a certified public accountant under this

chapter, holds a license, and all of such individual's physical offices in this state are
maintained and licensed as required under Code Sections 43-3-16 and 43-3-17;providet

“(c) No individual or firm shall assume or use:
(1) Any title or designation likely to be confused with ‘certified public accountant,’
including, without limiting the generality of the foregoing, 'certified accountant, ‘enrolled
accountant,’ 'licensed accountant,’ ‘licensed public accountant,’ or ‘registered accountant’;

or

H. B. 246
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(2) Any abbreviation likely to be confused with 'CPA," including, without limiting the
generality of the foregoing, 'C.A.,;''E.A.,''R.A.;''L.A.)or 'L.P.AS

(d) No individual shall sign or affix his or her name or any trade assumed name used by

him or her in his or her profession or business to any epinton—or—cettificate report or
compiled financial statement that states or implies assurance as to the reliability of any

representation or estimate in regard to any person or organization embracing financial or
attested information or facts respecting compliance with conditions established by law or
contract, including but not limited to statutes, ordinances, rules, regulations, grants, loans,
and appropriations, together with any wording accompanying, contained in, or affixed on
such optnton-orcertificate report or compiled financial statement, which indicates that he
or she has expert knowledge in accounting or auditing unless he or she holds a license and

all of his or her physical offices in this state are maintained and licensed under Code
Sections 43-3-16 and 43-3-17, provided that this subsection shall not prohibit any officer,
employee, partner, member, or principal of any organization from affixing his or her
signature to any statement or report in reference to the affairs of such organization with any
wording designating the position, title, or office which he or she holds in such organization,
nor shall this subsection prohibit any act of a public official or public employee in the
performance of his or her duties as such.

(e) No individual shall sign or affix, or cause to be signed or affixed, a firm name to any
optrtonroreertificate report or compiled financial statement that states or implies assurance

asto the reliability of any representation or estimate in regard to any person or organization
embracing financial or attested information or facts respecting compliance with conditions
established by law or contract, including but not limited to statutes, ordinances, regulations,
rules, grants, loans, and appropriations, together with any wording accompanying or
contained in such eptrien—or—certiftcate report or compiled financial statement, which
indicates that such firm is composed of or employs individuals having expert knowledge

in accounting or auditing unless the firm holds a license and all of its physical offices in
this state are maintained and licensed as required under Code Sections 43-3-16 and
43-3-17."
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SECTION 17.

Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 43-3-32, relating

to exceptions to operation of chapter, as follows:

“(a) Nothing contained in this chapter shall prohibit any individual who is not a certified
public accountant from serving as an employee of or an assistant to a certified public
accountant or firm of certified public accountants holding a license or-aforetgraccotntant
registeredtnderCotde-Section43-3-15andholdingaticense, provided that such employee
or assistant shall not issue or attest to any accounting or financial statement over his or her

name.”

SECTION 18.

Chapter 5B of Title 50 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the State
Accounting Office, isamended by revising Code Section 50-5B-2, relating to administrative

units, as follows:

"50-5B-2.

(a) The state accounting officer shall establish such units within the State Accounting
Office as he or she deems proper for its administration, including The Council of Superior
Court Judges of Georgia and the Prosecuting Attorneys' Council of the State of Georgia as
separate units with distinct accounting functions, and shall designate persons to be directors
and assistant directors of such units to exercise such authority as he or she may delegate

to them in writing.

(b)

fe) The state accounting officer shall have the authority, within budgetary limitations, to

employ as many persons as he or she deems necessary for the administration of the office
and for the discharge of the duties of the office. The state accounting officer shall issue all
necessary directions, instructions, orders, and rules applicable to such persons. He or she
shall have authority, as he or she deems proper, to employ, assign, compensate, and
discharge employees of the office within the limitations of the office's appropriation, the
requirements of the state system of personnel administration provided for in Chapter 20 of

Title 45, and restrictions set forth by law.”

SECTION 19.

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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