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Senate Bill 401
By: Senators Kirkpatrick of the 32nd, Payne of the 54th, Kennedy of the 18th, Jackson of the
41st, Robertson of the 29th and others

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Chapter 11 of Title 15 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the
juvenile code, so as to implement the recommendations of the Senate Foster Care and
Adoption Study Committee; to provide for annual reporting to the General Assembly of
certain de-identified data from juvenile court clerks relating to foster children who are in
need of services or delinquent; to remove the service of summons by publication requirement
at the adjudication phase in dependency proceedings; to repeal Code Section 15-11-163,
relating to interlocutory order of disposition when summons served by publication; to
provide that the petition to terminate parental rights be immediately filed and docketed
without delay when presented to the juvenile court clerk; to provide for related matters; to

repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Chapter 11 of Title 15 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to the juvenile
code, is amended by revising subsection (d) of Code Section 15-11-64, relating to collection
of information by juvenile court clerks, reporting requirements, and data collection, as

follows:
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17  “(d) Pursuant to rules adopted by the Supreme Court of Georgia, on and after January 1,
18 2021, each clerk of the juvenile court shall collect data on all cases in which a child alleged
19 or adjudicated to be a child in need of services or a delinquent child is placed in foster care
20 and has also been alleged or adjudicated to be a dependent child and shall transmit such
21 data as required by such rules. On and after April 15, 2025, and annually thereafter, each

22 clerk of the juvenile court shall also transmit such data to the Administrative Office of the
23 Courts for the previous calendar year. On and after May 15. 2025. and annually thereafter,

24 the Administrative Office of the Courts shall transmit de-identified data together with a

25 comprehensive. ageregated permanency report by county to the General Assembly for the

26 previous calendar year. Such data shall include, at a minimum, the adherence on each case

27 by the court to the time frames contained in Code Seettonn Sections 15-11-102 and
28 15-11-322."

29 SECTION 2.

30 Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 15-11-160,
31 relating to issuance of summons in dependency proceedings, as follows:

32 "(a) The court shall direct the issuance of a summons to a child if such child is 14 years of
33 age or older, such child's parent, guardian, or legal custodian, such child's attorney, such
34 child's guardian ad litem, if any, and any other persons who appear to the court to be proper
35 or necessary parties to the proceeding, requiring them to appear before the court at the time
36 fixed to answer the allegations of the petition alleging dependency. A copy of the petition
37 alleging dependency shall accompany the summons unltess—thesummons—ts—served-by
39
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SECTION 3.
Said chapter is further amended by revising subsections (d), (e), (f), and (g) of Code Section
15-11-161, relating to service of summons in dependency proceedings, as follows:

"(d) 1f-

the party
required to be served with a summons cannot be located by personal service after the

exercise of due diligence, the court may proceed to adjudicate the matter, subject to the

right of such party to a rehearing. Any rehearing request shall be made in writing with

notice to all parties.

tH(e) Service of the summons may be made by any suitable person under the direction of

the court.
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t2)(f) The court may authorize the payment from county funds of the costs of service and
of necessary travel expenses incurred by persons summoned or otherwise required to

appear at the hearing.”

SECTION 4.
Said chapter is further amended by repealing Code Section 15-11-163, relating to
interlocutory order of disposition when summons served by publication in dependency

proceedings.

SECTION 5.
Said chapter is further amended by revising subsection (b) of Code Section 15-11-280,
relating to termination of parental rights petition, style, contents, and putative father, as

follows:

“(b) The petition to terminate parental rights shall be made, verified, and endorsed-by-the

immediately filed and docketed without delay when presented to the clerk of the juvenile

court.”

SECTION 6.

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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