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Senate Resolution 1016
By: Senator Thompson of the 5th

A RESOLUTION

Urging the members of the Georgia Congressional delegation to cosponsor and press for
passage of the Prevent All Soring Tactics (PAST) Act and to encourage the United States
Department of Agriculture to finalize its proposed Horse Protection Act rule in the form it
was announced by the Department and displayed in the Federal Register in January, 2017;

and for other purposes.

WHEREAS, the soring of horses is cruel and inhumane; and

WHEREAS, horses shown or exhibited which are sore, where such soreness improves the

performance of such horse, compete unfairly with horses which are not sore; and

WHEREAS, the movement, showing, exhibition, or sale of sore horses in intrastate
commerce and soring horses for such purposes adversely affects and burdens interstate and
foreign commerce in many ways, including by creating unfair competition, by deceiving the
spectating public and horse buyers, and by negatively impacting horse sales and breeding

fees; and

WHEREAS, all horses which are subject to regulation under the federal Horse Protection Act

are either in interstate or foreign commerce or substantially affect such commerce; and

WHEREAS, regulation under the Horse Protection Act by the United States Secretary of
Agriculture is appropriate to prevent and eliminate burdens upon commerce and to

effectively regulate commerce; and

WHEREAS, the Inspector General of the United States Department of Agriculture has
determined that the program through which the Secretary inspects horses under the federal

Horse Protection Act is inadequate for preventing soring; and
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WHEREAS, historically, Tennessee Walking Horses, Racking Horses, and Spotted Saddle

Horses have been subjected to soring; and

WHEREAS, despite federal regulations in effect related to inspection for purposes of
ensuring that horses are not sore, violations of the Horse Protection Act continue to be

prevalentinthe Tennessee Walking Horse, Racking Horse, and Spotted Saddle Horse breeds.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE that the members of this body:
(1) Urge the members of the Georgia Congressional delegation to cosponsor and urge
the United States House and Senate leadership to bring the Prevent All Soring Tactics
Act to the floor for a vote by each chamber.

(2) Urge the members of the Georgia Congressional delegation to encourage the United
States Department of Agriculture to publish its proposed Horse Protection Act rule as it
was announced on January 13,2017, and finalized and displayed in advance public notice

in the Federal Register on January 19, 2017.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Senate is authorized and directed
to make appropriate copies of this resolution available for distribution to the members of the
Georgia Congressional delegation, to the sponsors of the Prevent All Soring Tactics Act, and

to the United States Secretary of Agriculture.
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