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Senate Resolution 981

By: Senators Unterman of the 45th, Hufstetler of the 52nd, Henson of the 41st, Millar of the

40th, Hill of the 32nd and others 

ADOPTED 

A RESOLUTION

Creating certain joint study committees relating to health; and for other purposes.1

                                                             PART I.2

WHEREAS, Georgia has dedicated emergency departments staffed with extraordinary health3

care professionals and personnel throughout this state; and4

WHEREAS, workplace violence is of grave concern to all citizens; over 80 percent of all5

hospital staff have been assaulted at least once in their career; and6

WHEREAS, emergency department violence is a significant problem and has a direct7

relationship to experiences of negative stress, decreased work productivity, recovery time off8

of the job, decreased quality of patient care, and exacerbation of the shortage of health care9

professionals; and10

WHEREAS, workplace violence results in increased costs and diversion of resources for11

increased hospital security and dedicated police force personnel; and12

WHEREAS, a significant number of the perpetrators are individuals utilizing the hospital13

emergency departments suffering from untreated mental illnesses which are exacerbated by14

their abuse of drugs, the effect of prescription drugs, their failure to take prescribed15

medication, or a combination of such factors; and16

WHEREAS, a study of the causes and the solutions to the ever increasing violence17

committed against emergency department personnel needs to be undertaken. 18

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GEORGIA GENERAL ASSEMBLY19

that there is created the Joint Study Committee on Violence Against Health Care Workers20

to be composed of 11 members: three members of the House of Representatives to be21

appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, three members of the Senate to22
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be appointed by the President of the Senate, and five members to be appointed by the23

Governor.  The Governor's appointees shall include the following: one emergency24

department director from a facility with greater than 500 beds, one emergency department25

director from a facility with less than 100 beds, one hospital security manager, one26

behavioral health care professional, and one emergency department registered nurse.  The27

Speaker of the House of Representatives shall designate one of the appointees from the28

House of Representatives as a cochairperson, and the President of the Senate shall designate29

one of the appointees from the Senate as a cochairperson.  The committee shall meet at the30

call of the cochairpersons.31

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the committee shall undertake a study of the conditions,32

needs, issues, and problems mentioned above or related thereto and recommend any actions33

or legislation which the committee deems necessary or appropriate.  The committee may34

conduct such meetings at such places and at such times as it may deem necessary or35

convenient to enable it to exercise fully and effectively its powers, perform its duties, and36

accomplish the objectives and purposes of this resolution.  Legislative members of the37

committee shall receive the allowances authorized for legislative members of interim38

legislative committees but shall receive the same for not more than five days unless39

additional days are authorized.   Nonlegislative members shall receive a daily expense40

allowance in the amount specified in subsection (b) of Code Section 45-7-21 as well as the41

mileage or transportation allowance authorized for state employees.  Any members of the42

committee who are state officials or employees, other than legislative members, shall be43

reimbursed for expenses incurred by them in the performance of their duties as members of44

the committee in the same manner as they are reimbursed for expenses in their capacities as45

state officials or employees.  The funds necessary for the reimbursement of expenses of state46

officials, other than legislative members, and state employees shall come from funds47

appropriated to or otherwise available in their respective departments.  All other funds48

necessary to carry out the provisions of this part shall come from funds appropriated to the49

House of Representatives and the Senate.  All agencies of the state are directed to provide50

the committee with such assistance as the committee shall require to perform its assigned51

duties.  In the event the committee makes a report of its findings and recommendations, with52

suggestions for proposed legislation, if any, such report shall be made on or before53

December 2, 2014.  The committee shall stand abolished on December 2, 2014.54
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                                                           PART II.55

WHEREAS, clinical research performed over the past decades continues to show benefits56

arising from certain forms of medical cannabis; and57

WHEREAS, presently, there are in excess of one million United States medical cannabis58

patients, and an increasing number of physicians are recommending the therapeutic use of59

cannabis to their patients in accordance with their respective state laws; and60

WHEREAS, new extracts and compounds have been developed demonstrating that61

cannabidiol, one of the most prevalent nonpsychoactive cannabinoids, has significant health62

and wellness benefits as shown by recent publication of the positive treatment of certain63

seizure disorders afflicting children; and64

WHEREAS, the state's purpose in desiring to study this matter is the compassionate,65

potentially life-saving use of medical cannabis, and it is not the state's intent to sanction,66

encourage, or otherwise be construed as a movement in the direction of the legalization of67

the recreational use of cannabis or other controlled substances; and68

WHEREAS, it would be beneficial to the children and families in this state to undertake a69

study of the prescriptive use of medical cannabis for serious medical condition to determine70

whether it would be appropriate to enact legislation making new provisions or changing71

provisions of current state law with regard to such prescriptive use.72

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF73

GEORGIA that there is created the Joint Study Committee on the Prescription of Medical74

Cannabis for Serious Medical Conditions to be composed of ten members as follows: four75

members of the House of Representatives to be appointed by the Speaker of the House of76

Representatives; four members of the Senate to be appointed by the President of the Senate;77

the chairman of the  board or his or her designee of the Medical Association of Georgia; and78

the executive director or his or her designee of the Prosecuting Attorneys' Council of79

Georgia.  The Speaker of the House of Representatives shall designate one of the appointees80

from the House of Representatives as a cochairperson, and the President of the Senate shall81

designate one of the appointees from the Senate as a cochairperson.  The committee shall82

meet at the call of the cochairpersons.83
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the committee shall undertake a study of the issues84

raised herein or related thereto and recommend any action or legislation which the committee85

deems necessary or appropriate.  The committee may conduct such meetings at such places86

and at such times as it may deem necessary or convenient to enable it to exercise fully and87

effectively its powers, perform its duties, and accomplish the objectives and purposes of this88

resolution.  The legislative members of the committee shall receive the allowances89

authorized for legislative members of interim legislative committees but shall receive the90

same for not more than five days unless additional days are authorized.  The public members91

of the committee who are not public employees shall receive from legislative funds a daily92

expense allowance as provided in subsection (b) of Code Section 45-7-21 of the Official93

Code of Georgia Annotated.  Any public employees who are members of the committee shall94

receive no compensation from legislative funds but may be reimbursed for expenses by their95

employers.  The funds necessary to carry out the provisions of this part shall come from the96

funds appropriated to the Senate and the House of Representatives.  In the event the97

committee makes a report of its findings and recommendations, with suggestions for98

proposed legislation, if any, such report shall be made on or before December 1, 2014, at99

which time the committee shall stand abolished.100
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