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SLS 12RS-546 ORIGINAL

Regular Session, 2012
SENATE BILL NO. 159

BY SENATOR MURRAY

GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATION. Authorizes certain personnel in office of the state
inspector general to be duly commissioned law enforcement officers. (gov sig)

AN ACT
To amend and reenact R.S. 49:220.24(J) and (M), and to enact R.S. 49:220.24(N), relative
to the duties, powers, standards, functions and authority of certain agents of the
office of the state inspector general; to provide for arrest powers; to provide for
POST certification; and to provide for related matters.
Be it enacted by the Legidature of Louisiana
Section 1. R.S. 49:220.24(J) and (M) are hereby amended and reenacted and R.S.
49:220.24(N) is enacted to read as follows:
§220.24. Authority; duties; powers; standards; functions
J. The office of the state inspector genera is hereby designated as a law
enforcement agency and conferred al investigative powers and privileges
appurtenant to a law enforcement agency under state law as necessary and in
furtherance of theauthority, duties, powers, and functionsset forthinthisPart. These
powers and privileges shall net include arrest powers bt and shall include access

to eomptiter-systems any law enforcement database or computer information

system, information maintained for the use of law enforcement personnel, and any
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information contained in the criminal history record and identification file of the

Louisiana Bureau of Criminal Identification and Information. The office's arrest

power s shall be held only by the inspector general and the law enfor cement

agentsof theoffice. Thelaw enfor cement agentsshall berestricted toonly those

member sof theofficewho ar efull-timeemployeesof thestatewhose per manent

duties actually include the making of arrests, the performing of searches and

seizures, the execution of criminal warrants, and the responsibility for the

enfor cement of thepenal lawsof thisstate. In order for an individual to become

aduly commissioned law enfor cement agent of the office, that individual agent

must have first successfully completed POST basic peace officer certification

training at a POST accr edited academy.

* * *

M. The inspector general is authorized to issue the commissions to

individuals who meet the qualifications in this Section to serve as law

enfor cement agents of the office.

M= N. The inspector general shall do all things necessary to carry out the
functions set forth in this Part.

Section 2. ThisAct shall become effective upon signature by the governor or, if not
signed by the governor, upon expiration of thetimefor billsto becomelaw without signature
by the governor, as provided by Article I11, Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. If
vetoed by the governor and subsequently approved by the legidature, this Act shall become

effective on the day following such approval.

The original instrument and the following digest, which constitutes no part
of the legidative instrument, were prepared by Lauren Bailey.

DIGEST

Present law provides for authority, duties, powers, standards and functions of the inspector
general, but denies the inspector general arrest powers.

Proposed law retains present law and grants arrest powers to the inspector general and
individuals who serve as law enforcement agents of the office.

Proposed law providesfor authority of theinspector general and the law enforcement agents
of the office to enforce the pena laws of the state and be commissioned and issue
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commissions to carry weapons when carrying out the functions of the office.

Proposed law requires that in order for an individual to become a duly commissioned law
enforcement agent of the office, that individual agent must be a full-time employee of the
OIG and have first successfully completed POST basic peace officer certification training
at a POST accredited academy.

Effective upon signature of the governor or lapse of time for gubernatorial action.

(Amends R.S. 49:220.24(J) and (M); adds R.S. 49:220.24(N))
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