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By Ms. Minicucci of Boston, a petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1516) of Christina A.
Minicucci, Mindy Domb and Tami L. Gouveia relative to the failure to appear in court due to
enrollment in rehabilitation or detoxification facilities. The Judiciary.

[SIMILAR MATTER FILED IN PREVIOUS SESSION
SEE HOUSE, NO. 2268 OF 2017-2018.]

The Commontwoealth of Massachusetts

In the One Hundred and Ninety-First General Court
(2019-2020)

An Act relative to a person’s failure to appear in court due to enrollment in rehabilitation or
detoxification facility.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1. Chapter 227 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding the

following section:-

Section 18. No warrant or capias shall be issued for the arrest of a person who fails to
appear at a civil proceeding or hearing that they are otherwise required to attend due to the
person’s active enrollment in an inpatient drug or alcohol rehabilitation or detoxification facility,
where the person’s active enrollment is verified by the facility; provided, that prior to the date of
the proceeding or hearing, the person submits such verification of enrollment to the court with a
request for a new court date. A new court date shall be scheduled by the court upon verification

of the person’s active enrollment from the facility, for a date after the person is scheduled to be
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released from the facility. A person who fails to appear at a proceeding or hearing for the reason

set forth in this section shall not be in contempt of court.

SECTION 2. Section 26 of said chapter 276 , as appearing in the 2014 Official Edition, is
hereby amended by adding the following sentence:- For purposes of this section, it shall be
deemed reasonable cause if a person so summoned was unable to appear before the court due to
their active enrollment in an inpatient drug or alcohol rehabilitation or detoxification facility, and

the person’s active enrollment is verified by the facility.

SECTION 3 . Chapter 276 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting after

section 26 the following section:-

Section 26A. No warrant or capias shall be issued for the arrest of a person who fails to
appear at a criminal proceeding or hearing that they are otherwise required to attend due to the
person’s active enrollment in an inpatient drug or alcohol rehabilitation or detoxification facility,
where the person’s active enrollment is verified by the facility; provided, that prior to the date of
said proceeding or hearing, the person submits such verification of enrollment to the court with a
request for a new court date. A new court date shall be scheduled by the court upon verification
of the person’s active enrollment from the facility, for a date after the person is scheduled to be
released from the facility. A person who fails to appear for the reason set forth in this section

shall not be in contempt of court.

SECTION 4. Section 82A of said chapter 276 , as appearing in the 2014 Official Edition,
is hereby amended by adding the following paragraph:- For purposes of this section, it shall be

deemed a sufficient excuse if said person was unable to appear in court due to their active
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31  enrollment in an inpatient drug or alcohol rehabilitation or detoxification facility, and the

32 person’s active enrollment is verified by the facility.
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