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By Ms. Balser of Newton, a petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1784) of Ruth B. Balser
and others for legislation relative to proportional payments of the Massachusetts Child Psychiatry
Access Project. Mental Health and Substance Abuse.

[SIMILAR MATTER FILED IN PREVIOUS SESSION
SEE
0 SENATE
0l , NO. 1960 OF 2011-2012.]

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
In the Year Two Thousand Thirteen

An Act regarding proportional payments of the Massachusetts Child Psychiatry Access Project.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows:

An Act regarding proportional payments of the Massachusetts Child Psychiatry Access
Project.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled,
and by the authority of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1. Chapter 19 of the General Laws is hereby amended by hereby
amended by inserting after section 16 the following section:-

Section 16A.

(a) The department shall operate a statewide program to provide mental health
consultations by telephone, available for a minimum of 5 days a week, to pediatricians, family
physicians, nurse practitioners and primary care practices for persons under the age of 19 who
exhibit a possible mental health or substance use disorder.

(b) Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, the costs of
this program shall be assessed on surcharge payers under section 38 of chapter 118G and may be



14 collected in a manner consistent with said chapter 118. All surcharge revenue generated under
15 this section shall be allocated to support the program, including an expansion into educational
16 settings.



