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By Mr. Whelan of Brewster, a petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 1824) of Timothy R. 
Whelan and others relative to allowing physicians to retain a person administered naloxone when 
deemed medically necessary.  Mental Health and Substance Abuse.  

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

_______________

In the One Hundred and Eighty-Ninth General Court
(2015-2016)

_______________

An Act relative to the administration of Naloxone.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1: Chapter 123 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting the 

2 following section

3 Section 35A. When naloxone has been administered as a means to treat an opiate-related 

4 overdose, a doctor may hold the patient for a period of up to 3 hours without the consent of the 

5 patient if the doctor deems it medically necessary.


