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By Mr. Kafka of Stoughton (by request), a petition (accompanied by bill, House, No. 3023) of 
Richard I Kramer for legislation relative to bridge maintenance.  Transportation.  

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

_______________

In the One Hundred and Eighty-Ninth General Court
(2015-2016)

_______________

An Act relative to bridge maintenance transparency and accountability.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1: Chapter 84 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2012 Official Edition, is 

2 hereby amended by inserting after section 2 the following section:-

3 Section 2A. Bridge Maintenance Transparency and Accountability

4 (a) When a bridge is painted or repainted the color used to paint said bridge will 

5 indicate the year the work was completed.  The year the work is completed will also be painted 

6 on said bridge in numbers no smaller than 7 inches.  The year shall be painted on the sides of the 

7 bridge, the top of the bridge and under the bridge.

8 In years that end in “0”, black paint shall be used for the bridge and white paint for the 

9 year.  In years that end in “1”, brown paint shall be used for the bridge and white paint for the 

10 year.  In years that end in “2”, red paint shall be used for the bridge and black paint for the year. 

11 In years that end in “3”, orange paint shall be used for the bridge and black paint for the year. In 

12 years that end in “4”, yellow paint shall be used for the bridge and black paint for the year. In 
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13 years that end in “5”, green paint shall be used for the bridge and black paint for the year. In 

14 years that end in “6”, blue paint shall be used for the bridge and white paint for the year.  In 

15 years that end in “7”, violet paint shall be used for the bridge and white paint for the year. In 

16 years that end in “8”, gray paint shall be used for the bridge and black paint for the year. In years 

17 that end in “9”, white paint shall be used for the bridge and black paint for the year.

18 (b) The following bridges will be exempt from part “a” of this section:

19 (1) Leonard P. Zakim Bunker Hill Memorial Bridge, Boston

20 (2) Longfellow Bridge, Boston and Cambridge

21 (c) The Governor at his discretion may approve additional exemptions from part “a” 

22 of this section.


