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HOUSE ...............No.03766

By Mr. Jones of North Reading, a petition (subject to Joint Rule 12) of Bradley H. Jones, Jr., and
others relative to the crime of failing to notify law enforcement officials of a missing or deceased
child. The Judiciary.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

In the Year Two Thousand Eleven

An Act relative to the protection of children.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1. Chapter 265 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2008 Official Edition, is

hereby amended by adding to the end thereof the following section:--

“Section 13N. Failure to Notify Law Enforcement of Missing or Deceased Child

For the purposes of this section, the following words shall have the following meanings:--

“Person having care and custody”, a parent, guardian, employee of a home or institution or any
other person with equivalent supervision or care of a child, whether the supervision is temporary

or permanent.

“Child”, any person under 14 years of age.

"Law enforcement authority", any police department in the commonwealth or any of its

political subdivisions.
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"Missing child or children", any person under the age of 14 years missing from his normal and
ordinary place of residence or last known whereabouts and whose whereabouts cannot be

determined by the person responsible for such child's care.

Whoever, having care and custody of a child, fails to notify a law enforcement authority of the
death of a child, accidental or otherwise, within 2 hours of said known death being discovered
with the intent to mislead a public official, impede any investigation, or causes an investigation
to be impeded, shall be punishable by a term of imprisonment in the state prison for not more

than 10 years or imprisonment in the house of correction for not more than 2 % years.

Whoever, having care and custody of a child, finds the child missing and fails to notify a law
enforcement authority of said missing child in a within five days with the intent to mislead a
public official, impede an investigation, or causes an investigation to be impeded, shall be
punishable by a term of imprisonment in the state prison for not more than 10 years or

imprisonment in the house of correction for not more than 2 > years.

SECTION 2. Section 13J of chapter 265 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2008 Official
Edition, is hereby amended by striking out, on line 29, the words “two and one-half years” and

inserting in place thereof the following words:- “10 years”

;and further, by striking out, on line 34, the words “five years” and inserting in place thereof the

following:- “15 years”

;and further, by striking out, on lines 35 and 36, the words “two and one-half years” and inserting
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in the place thereof the following:- “10 years”.



