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By Representatives Balser of Newton and Rushing of Boston, a petition (accompanied by bill,
House, No. 719) of Ruth B. Balser and others for legislation to require county and state
correctional facilities to provide substance abuse services to certain inmates. The Judiciary.

[SIMILAR MATTER FILED IN PREVIOUS SESSION
SEE HOUSE, NO. /167 OF 2015-2016.]

The Commontwoealth of Massachusetts

In the One Hundred and Ninetieth General Court
(2017-2018)

An Act to improve public safety by facilitating access to addiction services.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority
of the same, as follows:

SECTION 1. Chapter 126 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting, after

section 27, the following new section:
Section 28. Substance Abuse Services.

The sheriff shall ensure that each person admitted to a county correctional facility,
including a house of correction or jail, shall be evaluated to identify his or her substance abuse
history, and that each person with such a history is provided with addiction services upon
request. The sheriff may make such treatment available by directly engaging qualified
providers of substance abuse services, through collaboration with other agencies, and by

utilizing volunteers from community recovery programs.
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SECTION 2. Chapter 127 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2000 Official

Edition, is hereby amended by inserting, after section 17, the following new section:

Section 17A. Substance Abuse Services.

The Commissioner shall ensure that each person admitted to a state correctional
facility is evaluated to identify his or her substance abuse history, and that each person with
such a history is provided with addiction services upon request. The commissioner may make
such treatment available by directly engaging qualified providers of substance abuse services,
through collaboration with other agencies, and by utilizing volunteers from community recovery

programs.
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