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By Mr. Timilty, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1368) of James E. Timilty, Diana 
DiZoglio, Chris Walsh, Marc T. Lombardo and other members of the General Court for 
legislation to regulate the closure of state correctional facilities.  Public Safety and Homeland 
Security.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

_______________

In the One Hundred and Ninetieth General Court
(2017-2018)

_______________

An Act regulating the closure of state correctional facilities.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. As used in this act, the following words shall have the following meanings 

2 unless the context clearly indicates otherwise.

3 “Institution,” Massachusetts State Correctional Facilities

4 “Member communities:” communities under the jurisdiction of Massachusetts 

5 Department of Corrections.

6 SECTION 2. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the Massachusetts 

7 Department of Corrections located in the towns hosting a state institution shall continue 

8 operation until such time that the following are completed:

9 a) A study on the public safety impacts of closing institution on member communities
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10 b) A cost analysis of the closing, to include the financial impacts on the member 

11 communities

12 c) A thorough appraisal of the building, land and structures on the property including the 

13 yearly maintenance costs associated with each

14 d) A public hearing in the town hosting a state institution

15 e) A public hearing state house

16 SECTION 3. A report of the study and analysis shall be submitted to the Senate 

17 President, the Speaker of the House, and the Senators and Representatives of member 

18 communities no later than two years after the passage of this legislation.

19 SECTION 4. No state correctional facilities shall be closed without prior notification to 

20 the legislature.


