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By Mr. Barrett, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 754) of Michael J. Barrett, John W. 
Scibak, Barbara A. L'Italien, Danielle W. Gregoire and other members of the General Court for 
legislation to safeguard the health care decisions of young adults.  The Judiciary.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

_______________

In the One Hundred and Ninetieth General Court
(2017-2018)

_______________

An Act safeguarding the health care decisions of young adults.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Court assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1.  Section 12F of chapter 112 of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2014 

2 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 20, the words:- “abortion or”.

3 SECTION 2.  Section 12S of chapter 112 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby 

4 amended by striking out, in line 28, the word “eighteen”, and inserting in place thereof the 

5 following word:- “sixteen”.

6 SECTION 3.  Section 12S of chapter 112 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby 

7 further amended by striking out, in lines 30 and 31, the words “her parents”, and inserting in 

8 place thereof the following words:- “a parent or legal guardian”. 

9 SECTION 4.  Section 12S of chapter 112 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby 

10 further amended by striking out, in line 32, the word “parents”, and inserting in place thereof the 

11 following words:- “parent or legal guardian”. 
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12 SECTION 5.  Section 12S of chapter 112 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby 

13 amended by striking out the fourth and fifth sentences.

14 SECTION 6.  Section 12S of chapter 112 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby 

15 further amended by striking out, in line 41, the word “eighteen”, and inserting in place thereof 

16 the following word:- “sixteen”. 

17 SECTION 7.  Section 12S of chapter 112 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby 

18 further amended by striking out, in lines 41 and 42, the words “one or both of her parents or 

19 guardians refuse”, and inserting in place thereof the following words:- “a parent or guardian 

20 refuses”.  

21 SECTION 8.  Section 12S of chapter 112 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby 

22 further amended by striking out, in lines 43 and 44, the words “one or both of her parents or 

23 guardians”, and inserting in place thereof the following words:- “a parent or guardian”.  

24 SECTION 9.  Section 12S of chapter 112 of the General Laws, as so appearing, is hereby 

25 further amended by striking out, in line 51, the word “eighteen”, and inserting in place thereof 

26 the following word:- “sixteen”.  


