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CHAPTER

AN ACT concerning

Office of People’s Counsel — Alterations

(Office of People’s Counsel Environmental Reform Act)

FOR the purpose of altering the maximum amount that may be charged to a public service
company under certain provisions of law for a State fiscal year; requiring the Office
of People’s Counsel to hire a certain minimum number of assistant people’s counsel
who will focus on environmental issues; authorizing the Office of People’s Counsel to
retain or hire experts in the field of climate change; requiring the Office of People’s
Counsel to consider certain interests in determining whether a certain matter affects
the interests of residential and noncommercial users; establishine—the—position—e

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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37 BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments,

38 Article — Environment

39 Section 2—1301(a)

40 Annotated Code of Maryland

41 (2013 Replacement Volume and 2020 Supplement)

42  BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
43 Article — Environment
44 Section 2—-1302(a)
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Annotated Code of Maryland
(2013 Replacement Volume and 2020 Supplement)

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — Public Utilities
Section 2=6 2-110(c)(12), - Hhrons ahs -

=216~ srd=PH—anddad—F—504 00— arre—-3—204 2-203(a) and (f), and
2-204(a)
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2020 Replacement Volume and 2020 Supplement)

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Chapter 400 of the Acts of the General Assembly of 2011, as amended by Chapters
64 and 65 of the Acts of the General Assembly of 2013, Chapter 378 of the Acts
of the General Assembly of 2015, and Chapter 213 of the Acts of the General
Assembly of 2019
Section 1

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Chapter 401 of the Acts of the General Assembly of 2011, as amended by Chapters
64 and 65 of the Acts of the General Assembly of 2013, Chapter 378 of the Acts
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of the General Assembly of 2015, and Chapter 213 of the Acts of the General
Assembly of 2019
Section 1

Preamble

WHEREAS, According to the Maryland Commission on Climate Change, sea level
rise associated with climate change will impact Maryland more than most other states,
with Maryland ranked as the fourth most vulnerable state in the country; and

WHEREAS, Rising sea levels and increased storm intensity could have devastating
and far-reaching impacts on not only the Atlantic coast and the Chesapeake Bay
ecosystems, but on the environmental, recreational, and economic benefits provided by
these ecosystems and enjoyed by Maryland and its visitors; and

WHEREAS, According to the Department of the Environment, electricity
consumption accounts for 31% of the State’s greenhouse gas emissions; and

WHEREAS, The Public Service Commission plays an integral role in regulating
electricity consumption and the State’s efforts to combat the threat of climate change; and

WHEREAS, Under the Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Act, Maryland’s
greenhouse gas emissions will be reduced by 40% from 2006 levels by 2030; and

WHEREAS, Under the Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Act, widespread
adoption of electric vehicles and investments in energy efficiency and clean and renewable
energy solutions has and will continue to increase; now, therefore,

[13

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,

! That the Laws of Maryland read
as follows:

Article - Environment
2-1301.
(a) There i1s a Commission on Climate Change in the Department to advise the
Governor and General Assembly on ways to mitigate the causes of, prepare for, and adapt

to the consequences of climate change.

2—-1302.
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HOUSE BILL 30 5
(a) The Commission’s membership shall consist of the following members:

(1) One member of the House of Delegates, appointed by the Speaker of the

House;

(2) One member of the Senate, appointed by the President of the Senate;

(3)  The State Treasurer, or the State Treasurer’s designee;

(4)  The Secretary of the Environment, or the Secretary’s designee;

(5) The Secretary of Agriculture, or the Secretary’s designee;

(6) The Secretary of Natural Resources, or the Secretary’s designee;

(7)  The Secretary of Planning, or the Secretary’s designee;

(8) The State Superintendent of Schools, or the State Superintendent’s
designee;

9) The Secretary of Transportation, or the Secretary’s designee;

(10) The Secretary of General Services, or the Secretary’s designee;

(11) The Director of the Maryland Energy Administration, or the Director’s
designee;

(12) THE CEMATE PEOPLE’S COUNSEL, OR THE CEHIMATE PEOPLE’S
COUNSEL’S DESIGNEE;

(13) The President of the University of Maryland Center for Environmental
Science, or the President’s designee;

[(13)] (14) The Chair of the Critical Area Commission for the Chesapeake
and Atlantic Coastal Bays, or the Chair’s designee;

[(14)] (15) One member appointed by the Farm Bureau representing the
agriculture community;

[(15)] (16) One member appointed by the Maryland Association of Counties
and one member appointed by the Maryland Municipal League to represent local
governments;

[(16)] (17) One member appointed by the President of the Senate and one
member appointed by the Speaker of the House of Delegates to represent the business
community;
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[(17)] (18) One member appointed by the President of the Senate and one
member appointed by the Speaker of the House of Delegates to represent environmental
nonprofit organizations;

[(18)] (19) One member appointed by the President of the Senate and one
member appointed by the Speaker of the House to represent organized labor, one of whom
shall represent the building or construction trades and one of whom shall represent the
manufacturing industry;

[(19)] (20) One member appointed by the President of the Senate and one
member appointed by the Speaker of the House to represent philanthropic organizations;

[(20)] (21) Omne climate change expert appointed by the Governor
representing a university located in Maryland; and

[(21)] (22) One public health expert appointed by the Governor representing
a university located in Maryland.

Article — Public Utilities
2-110.

(© (12) The total amount that may be charged to a public service company
under this section for a State fiscal year may not exceed.:

(3] 0.25% of the public service company’s gross operating revenues
derived from intrastate utility and electricity supplier operations in the preceding calendar
year, or other 12—month period that the Chairman determines, for the costs and expenses
of the Commission other than that of the Office of People’s Counsel; plus

(i)  [0.05%] 0.074% of those revenues for the costs and expenses of
the Office of People’s Counsel.

2-203.

(a) (1) The State budget shall provide sufficient money for the Office of
People’s Counsel to hire necessary staff in addition to the staff assistance that is provided
under § 2—205(c)(2) of this subtitle.

(2) THE OFFICE OF PEOPLE’S COUNSEL SHALL HIRE AT LEAST ONE
ASSISTANT PEOPLE’S COUNSEL WHO WILL FOCUS ON ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES.

® The Office of People’s Counsel may retain as necessary for a particular matter
or hire experts in the field of:
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HOUSE BILL 30 7

(1) utility regulation, including cost of capital experts, rate design experts,
accountants, economists, engineers, transportation specialists, and lawyers; AND

(2) CLIMATE CHANGE, INCLUDING METEOROLOGISTS,
OCEANOGRAPHERS, ECOLOGISTS, FORESTERS, GEOLOGISTS, SEISMOLOGISTS,
BOTANISTS, AND EXPERTS IN ANY OTHER FIELD OF SCIENCE THAT THE PEOPLE’S
COUNSEL DETERMINES IS NECESSARY.

2-204.

(a (1) () The Office of People’s Counsel shall evaluate each matter
pending before the Commission to determine if the interests of residential and
noncommercial users are affected.

(1) IN DETERMINING WHETHER THE INTERESTS OF
RESIDENTIAL AND NONCOMMERCIAL USERS ARE AFFECTED, THE OFFICE OF
PEOPLE’S COUNSEL SHALL CONSIDER THE PUBLIC SAFETY, ECONOMIC WELFARE,
AND ENVIRONMENTAL INTERESTS OF THE STATE AND ITS RESIDENTS, INCLUDING
THE STATE’S PROGRESS TOWARD MEETING ITS GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS
REDUCTIONS GOALS.

(2) Ifthe Office of People’s Counsel considers the interest of residential and
noncommercial users to be affected, the Office of People’s Counsel shall appear before the
Commission and courts on behalf of residential and noncommercial users in each matter or
proceeding over which the Commission has original jurisdiction, including a proceeding on
the rates, service, or practices of a public service company or on a violation of this division.

3) As the Office of People’s Counsel considers necessary, the Office of
People’s Counsel shall conduct investigations and request the Commission to initiate
proceedings to protect the interests of residential and noncommercial users.
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designee:

Chapter 400 of the Acts of 2011, as amended by Chapters 64 and 65 of the Acts of
2013, Chapter 378 of the Acts of 2015, and Chapter 213 of the Acts of 2019

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That:

(a)  In this section, “zero emission electric vehicle” includes:

(1) A plug—in electric drive vehicle as defined in § 11-145.1 of the
Transportation Article; and
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(2)  Afuel cell electric vehicle as defined in § 11-125.1 of the Transportation
Article.

(b) There is a Maryland Zero Emission Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Council.
(c) The Council consists of the following members:

(1) One member of the Senate of Maryland, appointed by the President of
the Senate;

(2) Two members of the House of Delegates, appointed by the Speaker of
the House;

(3)  The Secretary of Transportation, or the Secretary’s designee;
(4) The Secretary of Planning, or the Secretary’s designee;
(5) The Secretary of the Environment, or the Secretary’s designee;

(6) The Secretary of Commerce, or the Secretary’s designee;

(7 The Executive Director of the Technical Staff of the Maryland Public
Service Commission, or the Executive Director’s designee;

(8) The Director of the Maryland Energy Administration, or the Director’s
designee;

(9) THE C=2MATE PEOPLE’S COUNSEL, OR THE CEIMATE PEOPLE’S
COUNSEL’S DESIGNEE; and

[(9)] (10) The following members appointed by the Governor:

(1) One representative of an institution of higher education in the
State with expertise in energy, transportation, or the environment;

(1)) Two representatives of the Maryland Association of Counties,
including:

1. A representative who resides in a rural region of the State;
and

2. A representative who resides in an urban or suburban
region of the State;

(11) Two representatives of the Maryland Municipal League,
including:
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1. A representative who resides in a rural region of the State;
and

2. A representative who resides in an urban or suburban
region of the State;

(iv)  One representative of the Baltimore Electric Vehicle Initiative;
(v) Two representatives of electric companies in the State;

(vi)  One representative of a plug—in electric drive vehicle
manufacturer;

(vil) One representative of a manufacturer of plug—in electric drive
vehicle charging stations;

(viil) One representative of manufacturers of fuel cell electric vehicles;

(ix)  One representative of manufacturers of fuel cell electric vehicle
infrastructure equipment;

(x) One representative of fleet vehicle operators;
(x1)  One representative of electrical workers;
(xi1) One representative of the environmental community;

(xii1)) One public member with expertise in energy or transportation
policy;

(xiv) One representative of the Maryland Automobile Dealers
Association; and

(xv) One representative of the retail electric supplier community.
(d)  The Governor shall designate the chair or cochairs of the Council.
(e) The Department of Transportation shall provide staff support to the Council
with the assistance of the Maryland Energy Administration and Maryland Public Service
Commission.

® A member of the Council:

(1)  May not receive compensation as a member of the Council; but
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(2) Is entitled to reimbursement of expenses under the Standard State
Travel Regulations, as provided in the State budget.

(2) The Council shall:

(1) Develop an action plan to facilitate the successful integration of zero
emission electric vehicles into the State’s transportation network;

(2) Assist in developing and coordinating statewide standards for
streamlined permitting and installation of residential and commercial electric vehicle
charging and hydrogen refueling stations and supply equipment;

(3) Develop a recommendation for a statewide electric vehicle charging and
hydrogen refueling infrastructure plan, including placement opportunities for public
charging and hydrogen refueling stations;

(4)  Increase consumer awareness and demand for zero emission electric
vehicles through public outreach;

b) Make recommendations regarding monetary and nonmonetary
Incentives to support zero emission electric vehicle ownership and maximize private sector
Investment in zero emission electric vehicles;

(6) Develop targeted policies to support fleet purchases of zero emission
electric vehicles;

(7 Develop charging solutions for existing and future multidwelling units;

(8) Develop model procurement practices for light—duty vehicles that
include an evaluation of the vehicle lifecycle costs inclusive of estimated fuel cost over the
anticipated life of the vehicle;

9) Encourage local and regional efforts to promote the use of electric
vehicles and attract federal funding for State and local zero emission electric vehicle
programs;

(10) Recommend policies that support zero emission electric vehicle
charging and hydrogen refueling from clean energy sources;

(11) Recommend a method of displaying pricing information at public
charging and hydrogen refueling stations;

(12) Establish performance measures for meeting zero emission electric
vehicle-related employment, infrastructure, and regulatory goals; and

(13) Pursue other goals and objectives that promote the utilization of zero
emission electric vehicles in the State.
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(h) (1) On or before December 1, 2013, December 1, 2014, December 1, 2015,
December 1, 2016, December 1, 2017, December 1, 2018, and December 1, 2019, the Council
shall submit interim reports of its work and recommendations to the Governor and, in
accordance with [§ 2-1246] § 2-1257 of the State Government Article, the General
Assembly.

(2) On or before June 30, 2020, the Council shall submit a final report of
its work and recommendations to the Governor and, in accordance with [§ 2-1246] §
2—-1257 of the State Government Article, the General Assembly.

Chapter 401 of the Acts of 2011, as amended by Chapters 64 and 65 of the Acts of
2013, Chapter 378 of the Acts of 2015, and Chapter 213 of the Acts of 2019

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That:

(a)  In this section, “zero emission electric vehicle” includes:

(1) A plug—in electric drive vehicle as defined in § 11-145.1 of the
Transportation Article; and

(2) A fuel cell electric vehicle as defined in § 11-125.1 of the Transportation
Article.

(b)  There is a Maryland Zero Emission Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Council.
(c) The Council consists of the following members:

(1) One member of the Senate of Maryland, appointed by the President of
the Senate;

(2) Two members of the House of Delegates, appointed by the Speaker of
the House;

(3) The Secretary of Transportation, or the Secretary’s designee;
(4)  The Secretary of Planning, or the Secretary’s designee;
(5) The Secretary of the Environment, or the Secretary’s designee;

(6) The Secretary of Commerce, or the Secretary’s designee;

(7)  The Executive Director of the Technical Staff of the Maryland Public
Service Commission, or the Executive Director’s designee;
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(8) The Director of the Maryland Energy Administration, or the Director’s
designee;

(9) THE G=MATE PEOPLE’S COUNSEL, OR THE EERMATE PEOPLE’S
COUNSEL’S DESIGNEE; and

[(9] (10) The following members appointed by the Governor:

(1) One representative of an institution of higher education in the
State with expertise in energy, transportation, or the environment;

(11) Two representatives of the Maryland Association of Counties,
including:

1. A representative who resides in a rural region of the State;
and

2. A representative who resides in an urban or suburban
region of the State;

(111) Two representatives of the Maryland Municipal League,
including:

1. A representative who resides in a rural region of the State;
and

2. A representative who resides in an urban or suburban
region of the State;

(iv)  One representative of the Baltimore Electric Vehicle Initiative;
(v) Two representatives of electric companies in the State;

(vi)  One representative of a plug—in electric drive vehicle
manufacturer;

(vil) One representative of a manufacturer of plug—in electric drive
vehicle charging stations;

(vii1) One representative of manufacturers of fuel cell electric vehicles;

(ix)  One representative of manufacturers of fuel cell electric vehicle
infrastructure equipment;

(x) One representative of fleet vehicle operators;

(x1)  One representative of electrical workers;
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(xi1)) One representative of the environmental community;

(xi11) One public member with expertise in energy or transportation
policy;

(xiv) One representative of the Maryland Automobile Dealers
Association; and

(xv)  One representative of the retail electric supplier community.
(d)  The Governor shall designate the chair or cochairs of the Council.

(e) The Department of Transportation shall provide staff support to the Council
with the assistance of the Maryland Energy Administration and Maryland Public Service
Commission.

® A member of the Council:
(1)  May not receive compensation as a member of the Council; but

(2) Is entitled to reimbursement of expenses under the Standard State
Travel Regulations, as provided in the State budget.

(2) The Council shall:

(1)  Develop an action plan to facilitate the successful integration of zero
emission electric vehicles into the State’s transportation network;

(2) Assist in developing and coordinating statewide standards for
streamlined permitting and installation of residential and commercial electric vehicle
charging and hydrogen refueling stations and supply equipment;

(3) Develop a recommendation for a statewide electric vehicle charging and
hydrogen refueling infrastructure plan, including placement opportunities for public
charging and hydrogen refueling stations;

(4)  Increase consumer awareness and demand for zero emission electric
vehicles through public outreach;

(5) Make recommendations regarding monetary and nonmonetary
incentives to support zero emission electric vehicle ownership and maximize private sector
Investment in zero emission electric vehicles;

(6) Develop targeted policies to support fleet purchases of zero emission
electric vehicles;
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(7)  Develop charging solutions for existing and future multidwelling units;

(8) Develop model procurement practices for light—duty vehicles that
include an evaluation of the vehicle lifecycle costs inclusive of estimated fuel cost over the
anticipated life of the vehicle;

9) Encourage local and regional efforts to promote the use of electric
vehicles and attract federal funding for State and local zero emission electric vehicle
programs;

(10) Recommend policies that support zero emission electric vehicle
charging and hydrogen refueling from clean energy sources;

(11) Recommend a method of displaying pricing information at public
charging and hydrogen refueling stations;

(12) Establish performance measures for meeting zero emission electric
vehicle-related employment, infrastructure, and regulatory goals; and

(13) Pursue other goals and objectives that promote the utilization of zero
emission electric vehicles in the State.

(h) (1) On or before December 1, 2013, December 1, 2014, December 1, 2015,
December 1, 2016, December 1, 2017, December 1, 2018, and December 1, 2019, the Council
shall submit interim reports of its work and recommendations to the Governor and, in

accordance with [§ 2-1246] § 2-1257 of the State Government Article, the General
Assembly.

(2)  On or before June 30, 2020, the Council shall submit a final report of
its work and recommendations to the Governor and, in accordance with [§ 2-1246] §
2-1257 of the State Government Article, the General Assembly.

SECTION 3= 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2021.





