HOUSE BILL 457

M3 (41r0956)
ENROLLED BILL

— Environment and Transportation/Education, Energy, and the Environment —

Introduced by Delegates Lehman, Acevero, Addison, Allen, Alston, Amprey, Attar,
Bagnall, Barnes, Boafo, Boyce, Charkoudian, Davis, Ebersole, Edelson,
Fair, Foley, Forbes, Fraser-Hidalgo, Guyton, Guzzone, Harris, Healey, Hill,
Holmes, Ivey, S.Johnson, D. Jones, Kaufman, R. Lewis, J. Long, Lopez,
Love, Martinez, McCaskill, Palakovich Carr, Pasteur, Patterson,
Pena-Melnyk, Phillips, Pruski, Qi, Ruth, Shetty, Simmons, Simpson, Smith,
Solomon, Stein, Stewart, Taveras, Taylor, Terrasa, Vogel, Williams, Woods,
and Ziegler

Read and Examined by Proofreaders:

Proofreader.

Proofreader.
Sealed with the Great Seal and presented to the Governor, for his approval this

day of at o’clock, M.

Speaker.
CHAPTER

1 AN ACT concerning

2 Environment — Synthetic Turf - Ghain-efCusteds: Disclosure and Study

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
ments.

Italics indicate opposite chamber/conference committee amend
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2 HOUSE BILL 457

dlsclose to a customer certain maintenance and cost information asd—ecertain
bs.  requiring  the Department of the Environment, in
consultatzon wzth representatives of the synthetic turf industry, local environmental
and community stakeholders, and synthetic turf producers, retailers, and users, to
conduct a certain study; and generally relating to synthetic turf.

BY adding to
Article — Environment
Section 9-2601 theeush and 9—2604 9—2605 9-2602 to be under the new subtitle
“Subtitle 26. Synthetic Turf”
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2014 Replacement Volume and 2023 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article - Environment
SUBTITLE 26. SYNTHETIC TURF.
9-2601.

(A) IN THIS SUBTITLE THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS
INDICATED.

) (B) “PRODUCER” MEANS A PERSON THAT:

(1) OWNS OR LICENSES A TRADEMARK OR BRAND UNDER WHICH
SYNTHETIC TURF IS SOLD, OFFERED FOR SALE, DISTRIBUTED, OR OFFERED FOR
PROMOTIONAL PURPOSES IN THE STATE; OR
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HOUSE BILL 457 3

(2) IMPORTS SYNTHETIC TURF INTO THE STATE FOR SALE OR
DISTRIBUTION.

®) (0) (1) “SYNTHETIC TURF” MEANS PLASTIC TUFTED CARPET THAT:

(1) IS INTENDED TO HAVE, OR INCIDENTALLY HAS, AN
APPEARANCE THAT MIMICS GRASS;

(1I1) FUNCTIONS AS A REPLACEMENT FOR GRASS; AND

(I11) HAS THE PRIMARY PURPOSE OF BEING USED AS AN INDOOR
OR OUTDOOR SPORTS OR PLAYING FIELD+AND

(2) “SYNTHETIC TURF” INCLUDES SHOCK PADS AND TURF INFILL.
&) (D) “TURF INFILL” MEANS A MATERIAL THAT:

(1) IS POURED ON TOP OF SYNTHETIC TURF TO HOLD SYNTHETIC
TURF BLADES IN PLACE;

(2) WEIGHS DOWN THE SYNTHETIC TURF SO IT DOES NOT DEVELOP
WRINKLES OR BUCKLE;

(3) MIMICS THE IMPACT ABSORPTION PROPERTIES OF SOIL UNDER
NATURAL GRASS; AND

(4) INCLUDES SHREDDED OR GRANULATED TIRE, RUBBER, SILICA
SAND, OR OTHER MATERIAL THAT IS USED AS INFILL ON SYNTHETIC TURF.

9-2602.
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HOUSE BILL 457 5

A PRODUCER OR SELLER OF SYNTHETIC TURF SHALL, BEFORE THE SALE OF

SYNTHETIC TURF, DISCLOSE TO A CUSTOMER:
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1 m THE MAINTENANCE THAT IS TYPICALLY PERFORMED
2 THROUGHOUT THE LIFESPAN OF SYNTHETIC TURF; AND
3 (2) THE INDUSTRY-STANDARD TYPICAL COST FOR:
4 ﬂ) REMOVING SYNTHETIC TURF;
5 (I1) REPLACING SYNTHETIC TURF; AND
6 (II1) DISPOSING OF SYNTHETIC TURF+AND
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That:
16 (a) The Department of the Environment, in consultation with the Synthetic Turf

17 Council and other representatives of the synthetic turf industry, local environmental and
18 community stakeholders, and synthetic turf producers, retailers, and users, including local
19 governments, county school systems, higher education facilities, and professional sports
20 organizations, shall conduct a study on:

21 (1)  synthetic turf:

22 (2)  existing synthetic turf fields in the State; and

23 (38)  thesynthetic turf industry in the State.

24 (b)  Onor before July 1, 2026, the Department shall submit a report of its findings

25 to the Senate Committee on Education, Energy, and the Environment and the House
26 FEnvironment and Transportation Committee, in accordance with § 2—1257 of the State
27 Government Article.

28 (c) The report required under subsection (b) of this section shall include:

29 (1) industry information and background;
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methodologies used for data collection, including public hearings and

other public outreach;

3)

current industry practices and guidelines relating to the sale,

maintenance, reuse, and disposal of synthetic turf:

(4)

current_industry disposal methods of synthetic turf, including known

locations of such disposal;

(5)
(6)

proper and improper disposal methods of synthetic turf:

current recycling rates and methods of synthetic turf and future

recycling proposals;

(7)
(8)
9)

factors influencing disposal and recycling;

case studies and examples; and

proposals for improving recycling rates and waste management.

SECTION £- 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect

October 1, 2024.

Approved:

Governor.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.

President of the Senate.





