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Introduced and read first time: February 1, 2019 
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A BILL ENTITLED 

 

AN ACT concerning 1 

 

St. Mary’s County – Charitable or Fundraising Campaign Fraud – Police 2 

Dispatcher 3 

 

FOR the purpose of altering the definition of “public safety officer” applicable to a certain 4 

prohibition against charitable or fundraising campaign fraud to include a certain 5 

police dispatcher in St. Mary’s County; and generally relating to fraud. 6 

 

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments, 7 

 Article – Criminal Law 8 

Section 8–520 9 

 Annotated Code of Maryland 10 

 (2012 Replacement Volume and 2018 Supplement) 11 

 

BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments, 12 

 Article – Public Safety 13 

Section 1–301(t) 14 

 Annotated Code of Maryland 15 

 (2018 Replacement Volume) 16 

 

 SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND, 17 

That the Laws of Maryland read as follows: 18 

 

Article – Criminal Law 19 

 

8–520. 20 

 

 (a) In this section, “public safety officer” means: 21 

 

  (1) a police officer; 22 
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  (2) A POLICE DISPATCHER WHO WORKS AT A PUBLIC SAFETY 1 

ANSWERING POINT, AS DEFINED IN § 1–301 OF THE PUBLIC SAFETY ARTICLE, IN ST. 2 

MARY’S COUNTY; 3 

 

  [(2)] (3) a paid or volunteer fire fighter; 4 

 

  [(3)] (4) an emergency medical technician; 5 

 

  [(4)] (5) a rescue squad member; 6 

 

  [(5)] (6) the State Fire Marshal; or 7 

 

  [(6)] (7) a sworn officer of the State Fire Marshal. 8 

 

 (b) This section does not prohibit, limit, or interfere with the right of an off–duty 9 

public safety officer who is not in uniform from participating in a charitable or other 10 

fundraising campaign. 11 

 

 (c) A person may not encourage, solicit, or receive contributions of money or 12 

anything of value for, or offer any thing for sale in, a charitable or other fundraising 13 

campaign by representing to the public that the charitable or other fundraising campaign 14 

is approved by: 15 

 

  (1) a police or fire department in the State without the prior written 16 

consent of the chief administrative officer of the police or fire department or from the chief 17 

administrative officer’s designee; or 18 

 

  (2) a public safety officer or member of the family of a public safety officer 19 

without the prior written consent of the public safety officer or a family member of the 20 

public safety officer. 21 

 

 (d) A person who violates this section is guilty of a misdemeanor and on conviction 22 

is subject to imprisonment not exceeding 60 days or a fine not exceeding $1,000 or both for 23 

each violation. 24 

 

Article – Public Safety 25 

 

1–301. 26 

 

 (t) “Public safety answering point” means a communications facility that: 27 

 

  (1) is operated on a 24–hour basis; 28 

 

  (2) first receives 9–1–1 calls in a 9–1–1 service area; and 29 

 

  (3) as appropriate, dispatches public safety services directly, or transfers 30 
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9–1–1 calls to appropriate public safety agencies. 1 

 

 SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect 2 

October 1, 2019. 3 




