LAWRENCE J. HOGAN, JR., Governor Ch. 246

Chapter 246

(House Bill 515)
AN ACT concerning
Agriculture — NexiousWeeds— Palmer Amaranth — Study

FOR the purpose of 3 PSR e : 5
we%d-s%%%%%e requiring the Department of Agrlculture to conduct a studv to
assess the adverse financial impact of Palmer amaranth on the agricultural industry
in the State and to determine the necessary actions certain persons must take to
reduce the impact and the costs of the actions; requiring the Department to consult
with certain persons in conducting the study and to submit a certain report to the
Governor and the General Assembly on or before a certain date; and generally
relating to invasive weed control in the State.

(@) The Department of Agriculture shall conduct a study to:

i
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(1) assess the adverse financial impact of the invasive weed Palmer
amaranth on the agricultural industry in the State: and

(2) determine the necessary actions each stakeholder must take to reduce
the impact of Palmer amaranth and the cost of each action.

() In conducting the study, the Department shall consult with representatives

of:
(1) the State Highway Administration;
(@) the Maryland Farm Bureau;
(3)  soil conservation districts;
(4) the Maryland Association of Counties;
(5) the Maryland Grain Producers: and

any other interested stakeholder, as determined by the Department.
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(©) On or before December 1, 2018, the Department shall report its findings and
recommendations to the Governor and, in accordance with § 2-1246 of the State
Government Article, the General Assembly.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
Oetober June 1, 2018.

Approved by the Governor, April 24, 2018.





