WES MOORE, Governor Ch. 440

Chapter 440

(House Bill 551)
AN ACT concerning

Office of Statewide Broadband — Study of Broadband Expansion Ineentive-Aet

o£2023 Incentives

of Statew1de Broadband W1th1n the Department of Housing and Community
Development to conduct a certain study and report to the Governor and the General
Assembly on or before a certain date on certain incentives to encourage the expansion
of broadband infrastructure in the State; and generally relating to $ax a study on

SECTION 1. BEIT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That % s the Office of Statewide Broadband within the
Department of Housmg and Commumtv Development shall:

(1) study and make recommendations regarding:

@) how the State can incentivize broadband service providers to
expand broadband infrastructure to communities that are unserved or underserved,
including through either regulatory or financial incentives;
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(i)  how the State can ensure that federal broadband infrastructure
grants are deployed to best serve the needs of Marylanders: and

(111) how other states have encouraged private investment in
broadband networks and how this State might implement similar measures: and

(2 on or before duwl¥ January 1, 2024, submit its findings and
recommendations to the Governor and, in accordance with § 2-1257 of the State
Government Article, the General Assembly.
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Approved by the Governor, May 8, 2023.





