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CHAPTER _____
1 AN ACT concerning

2 Courts and Judicial Proceedings — Consumer Contracts

3

4 : :

5 eonswamer: prohlbltlng a merchant n a certam consumer contract from shortemng
6 the perlod of t1me durmg Wthh a consumer may file a c1V1l actlon at law agamst a
7 ot o o o o
8

11 provisions of a consumer contract are void and unenforceable providing for the
12 application of this Act; defining certain terms; and generally relating to consumer
13 contracts and civil actions.

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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BY repealing and reenacting, without amendments,
Article — Courts and Judicial Proceedings

Section 5-101

Annotated Code of Maryland

(2013 Replacement Volume and 2017 Supplement)

BY adding to

Article — Courts and Judicial Proceedings

Section 5-101.1

Annotated Code of Maryland

(2013 Replacement Volume and 2017 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,

That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

5-101.

Article - Courts and Judicial Proceedings
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A civil action at law shall be filed within three years from the date it accrues unless
another provision of the Code provides a different period of time within which an action
shall be commenced.

5-101.1.

(A) (1) IN THIS SECTION THE FOLLOWING WORDS HAVE THE MEANINGS
INDICATED.

(2) “CONSUMER” HAS THE MEANING STATED IN § 13-101(C) OF THE
COMMERCIAL LAW ARTICLE.

(3) “CONSUMER CONTRACT” MEANS A CONTRACT FOR CONSUMER
CREDIT, CONSUMER DEBTS, CONSUMER GOODS, CONSUMER SERVICES, OR
CONSUMER REALTY AS DEFINED IN § 13-101(D) OF THE COMMERCIAL LAW
ARTICLE.

(4) “MERCHANT” HAS THE MEANING STATED IN § 13-101(G) OF THE
COMMERCIAL LAW ARTICLE.

(B) IN A CONSUMER CONTRACT, A MERCHANT MAY NOT:

{2) SHORTEN SHORTEN THE TIME PROVIDED IN § 5-101 OF THIS
SUBTITLE FOR A CONSUMER TO FILE A CIVIL ACTION AT LAW AGAINST A MERCHANT.

CONSUMER CONTRACT THAT DOES NOT COMPLY WITH THIS SECTION IS VOID AND
UNENFORCEABLE.
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SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall be construed to

apply only prospectively and may not be applied or interpreted to have any effect on or
application to any consumer contract entered into before the effective date of this Act.

SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2018.

Approved:

Governor.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.

President of the Senate.





