WES MOORE, Governor Ch. 939

Chapter 939
(House Bill 763)

AN ACT concerning

Commission on Hate Crime Response and Prevention — Membership—
Alterations Membership and-Sunset

embership of the

o

- te: and generally relating to the
Comm1ss1on on Hate Cr1me Response and Prevention.

BY repealing and reenacting, with amendments,
Article — State Government
Section 6-802
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2021 Replacement Volume and 2023 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — State Government
6—802.

(a)  There is a Commission on Hate Crime Response and Prevention in the Office
of the Attorney General.

(b) The Commaission consists of the following members, appointed by the Attorney
General:

15 INDIVIDUALS
WHO REPRESENT OR ADVOCATE ON BEHALF OF IN DIVIDUALS WHO ARE MEMBERS OF
A PROTECTED CLASS UNDER THE STATE HATE CRIME LAWS AS SET FORTH IN TITLE
10, SUBTITLE 3 OF THE CRIMINAL LAW ARTICLE APPOINTED BY THE ATTORNEY
GENERAL WITH THE ADVICE AND CONSENT OF THE SENATE;
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representative of the Maryland Association of Human

Relations/Human Rights Agencies;

&5 (3)
&2 (4)
&3 (5)

Center;
&4 (6)
&5 (1)
&6 (8)

Association;

one representative of the Maryland Chiefs of Police Association;
one representative of the Maryland Commission on Civil Rights;

one representative of the Maryland Coordination and Analysis

one representative of the Maryland Center for School Safety;
one representative of the Maryland Sheriffs’ Association;

one representative of the Maryland State’s Attorneys’

(9) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC

DEFENDER; AND
£ (10) two members of the general public.
(c) (1) The term of an appointed member of the Commission is 4 years.

—9_
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2) & [he EXCEPT-AS PROVIBED-IN-SUBPARAGRAPH-GD-OF-TIY [S
PARAGRAPH-THE THE terms of the appointed members are staggered as required by the

terms provided for members of the Commission on June 1, 2623 2024.

(3) At the end of a term, an appointed member continues to serve until a
successor 1s appointed and qualifies.

(4) A member who 1s appointed after a term has begun serves only for the
rest of the term and until a successor 1s appointed and qualifies.

(d) (1) The Attorney General, or the Attorney General’s designee, is the chair
of the Commission.

(2) The Office of the Attorney General shall provide staff for the
Commission.

(e) In fiscal year 2025 and in each fiscal year thereafter, the Governor shall
include funds in the State budget to implement this section, including funds to:

(1) employ a full-time assistant Attorney General to staff the Commission;
and

(2)  operate and maintain the office.

® (1) A majority of members of the Commission shall constitute a quorum for
the transaction of business.

(2) The Commission may adopt rules governing the administration and
proceedings of the Commission.

(g) A member of the Commission:
(1) may not receive compensation as a member of the Commission; but

(2) 1s entitled to reimbursement for expenses under the Standard State
Travel Regulations, as provided in the State budget.

(h) The Commission shall:

(1) develop strategies to prevent and respond to hate crime activity; and
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(2)  evaluate State laws and policies relating to hate crimes.

(1) (1) On or before December 1 each year, beginning in 2024, the Commission
shall report to the State Department of Education on policy recommendations to address
hate crimes that occur in schools.

(2) On or before December 1 each year, beginning in 2024, the Commission
shall report to the General Assembly, in accordance with § 2—1257 of the State Government
Article, on legislative recommendations to address hate crimes in the State.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the terms of the initial
members appointed to the Commission on Hate Crime Response and Prevention under §

6—802036) 6=8020: 4 -andL(9 6-802(b) of the State Government Article, as enacted by

Section 1 of this Act, shall expire as follows:

&

s

(1)  &=e six members in 2025;

(2)  £=e six members in 2026; axnd
(3B) six members in 2027, and

(4)  seven members in 2028.

SECTION 3. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the terms of the members
serving on the Commission on Hate Crimes Response and Prevention appointed under §
6—802(b) of the State Government Article as it existed on May 30, 2024, shall expire on June
1, 2024.

SECTION 3= 4. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
Oetober June 1, 2024.

Approved by the Governor, May 16, 2024.





