WES MOORE, Governor Ch. 517

Chapter 517

(House Bill 90)

AN ACT concerning

Local Government — Regulatory Powers — GoentrelofRunnins Regulation of
Invasive Bamboo

FOR the purpose of authorlzlng the governing bodles of countles and munlclpahtles to
adopt ordinances relatin 2 o ag to regulate
invasive bamboo; and generally relatmg to the ee%%e#@%bﬁﬁﬁg regulation of
invasive bamboo.

BY adding to
Article — Local Government
Section :3—412 1-1318
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2013 Volume and 2022 Supplement)

SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article - Local Government
13—412-1-1318.
(A) IN THIS SECTION, “RUNNING INVASIVE BAMBOO” MEANS BAMBOO THAT
IS CHARACTERIZED BY AGGRESSIVE SPREADING BEHAVIOR, INCLUDING BAMBOO

SPECIES IN THE GENUS PHYLLOSTACHYS.

(B) THIS SECTION APPLIES TO ALL COUNTIES AND MUNICIPALITIES.

(C) THE GOVERNING BODY OF A COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY, BY ORDINANCE,
MAY PROHBIF REGULATE INVASIVE BAMBOO, INCLUDING BY PROHIBITING A
PERSON FROM 2

(1) SELLING INVASIVE BAMBOO;

(2) PLANTING INVASIVE BAMBOO; AND

(3) ALLOWING INVASIVE BAMBOO TO GROW ON THE PROPERTY OF
THE PERSON WITHOUT PROPER UPKEEP AND APPROPRIATE CONTAINMENT
MEASURES, INCLUDING BARRIERS OR TRENCHES+OR.
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(D) THE GOVERNING BODY OF A COUNTY OR MUNICIPALITY MAY PROVIDE

FOR THE ENFORCEMENT OF AN ORDINANCE ADOPTED UNDER THIS SECTION BY:

(1) REQUIRING ANY DAMAGES CAUSED BY INVASIVE BAMBOO TO BE
MITIGATED; AND

(2) ESTABLISHING A CIVIL FINE.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2023.

Approved by the Governor, May 8, 2023.





