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Chapter 480

(Senate Bill 409)

AN ACT concerning

Env1ronment Hvdrauhc Fracturlng Regulations

FOR the purpose of prehibitime requiring the Department of the Env1ronment to adop
certain regulatlons on or before a certain date; £ g —to—aut

adopted by the Department from becomlnsz effectlve until a certain date; prohibiting
the Department from issuing a permit to authorize the hydraulic fracturing of a well
for the exploration or production of natural gas in the State until a certain date;
defining a certain term; and generally relating to hydraulic fracturing for the
exploration or production of natural gas.

BY adding to
Article — Environment
Section 14-107.1
Annotated Code of Maryland
(2014 Replacement Volume)
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SECTION 1. BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
That the Laws of Maryland read as follows:

Article — Environment
14-107.1.

(A) (1) INTHIS SECTION, “HYDRAULIC FRACTURING” MEANS A DRILLING
TECHNIQUE THAT EXPANDS EXISTING FRACTURES OR CREATES NEW FRACTURES IN
ROCK BY INJECTING FLUIDS, OFTEN A MIXTURE OF WATER AND CHEMICALS, SAND,
OR OTHER SUBSTANCES, AND OFTEN UNDER PRESSURE, INTO OR UNDERNEATH THE
SURFACE OF THE ROCK FOR PURPOSES THAT INCLUDE WELL DRILLING AMNB FOR
THE EXPLORATION OR PRODUCTION OF NATURAL GAS.
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(2) “HYDRAULIC FRACTURING” INCLUDES:
(1) FRACKING;
(1) HYDROFRACKING; AND
(111) HYDROFRACTURING.
(B) ON OR BEFORE OCTOBER 1, 2016, THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ADOPT

REGULATIONS TO PROVIDE FOR THE HYDRAULIC FRACTURING OF A WELL FOR THE
EXPLORATION OR PRODUCTION OF NATURAL GAS IN THE STATE.
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(C) REGULATIONS ADOPTED BY THE DEPARTMENT IN ACCORDANCE WITH
SUBSECTION (B) OF THIS SECTION MAY NOT BECOME EFFECTIVE UNTIL OCTOBER 1,
2017.

(D) THE DEPARTMENT MAY NOT ISSUE A PERMIT FOR THE HYDRAULIC
FRACTURING OF A WELL FOR THE EXPLORATION OR PRODUCTION OF NATURAL GAS
IN THE STATE UNTIL OCTOBER 1, 2017.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
October 1, 2015.

Enacted under Article II, § 17(c) of the Maryland Constitution, May 30, 2015.





