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Chapter 187

(Senate Bill 635)

AN ACT concerning

WashingtenCounty— State Board of Education and the Professional Standards
and Teacher Education Board — Alternative Teacher Certification Program

FOR the purpose of authorizing the

That 4

3 sty State Board of Education, the
Professional Standards and Teacher Educatlon Board, and a certain number of local
education agencies to establish consider and, if appropriate, develop an alternative
teacher cert1f1cat10n program for certain areas of the State 3 - < S

agencies be chosen bV the State Superlntendent of Schools and be from certain areas;
requiring the State Board of Education, the Professional Standards and Teacher
Education Board, and certain local education agencies to consider certain criteria in
the consideration of the development of a certain program; requiring the State Board
of Education to submit certain information to the General Assembly on or before a
certaln date and generally relating to an alternative teacher certification program

1—\Wg 10 b and the State Board of Education and the Professional
Standards and Teacher Education Board.

SECTION 1. BEIT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
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(@ (1) The State Board of Education, the Professional Standards and Teacher
Education Board, and at least two local education agencies shall consider and, if
appropriate, develop an alternative teacher certification program for areas of the State
experiencing a critical teacher shortage.

(2) The local education agencies specified under paragraph (1) of this
subsection shall be selected:

1) By the State Superintendent of Schools; and

(11) From one rural area and one urban area.

(b) In considering whether there is a necessity to develop an alternative teacher
certification program under subsection (a) of this section, the State Board of Education, the
Professional Standards and Teacher Education Board, and the local education agencies
shall, at minimum, consider:

(1)  Criteria that ensure that teachers certified under the program have
high quality skills while allowing flexibility in the required qualifications; and

(@) Extending the period of validity of a conditional certificate for teachers
who teach in recognized education shortage areas, including professional and technical
education areas and less commonly taught world languages.

(©) On or before December 1, 2015, the State Board of Education shall report the
results of the consideration and, if appropriate, the development of a program under
subsections (a) and (b) of this section to the General Assembly in accordance with § 2—-1246
of the State Government Article.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect June
1, 2015.

Approved by the Governor, May 12, 2015.





