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SENATE BILL 754

C5 11r2481
CF HB 1231

By: SenaterHayes Senators Hayes, Kelley, and Augustine
Introduced and read first time: February 5, 2021
Assigned to: Finance

Committee Report: Favorable with amendments
Senate action: Adopted
Read second time: February 28, 2021

CHAPTER ____
AN ACT concerning

Public Service Commission - Damaged, Obsolete, or Excessive Lines — Eines
Study

FOR the purpose of requiring the Public Service Commission to aetifs—a-—eertain-ownerofs

studv ut111tv, telecommumcatlon and other lines in the State: requiring the
workgroup to examine certain matters relating to utility, telecommunication, and
other lines; requiring the Commission to report to the General Assembly on or before
a certain date; providing for the termination of this Act: and generally relating to the
Public Service Commission convening a workgroup to study damaged, dangling,
obsolete, or redundant lines or blight or public nuisance caused by an excessive
number of lines on utility poles.

EXPLANATION: CAPITALS INDICATE MATTER ADDED TO EXISTING LAW.
[Brackets] indicate matter deleted from existing law.
Underlining indicates amendments to bill.
Steike-eut indicates matter stricken from the bill by amendment or deleted from the law by

amendment.
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SENATE BILL 754

The Public Service Commission shall convene a workgroup of interested

persons to study damaged, dangling, obsolete, or redundant utility, telecommunication, or

other lines, or blight or public nuisance caused by an excessive number of lines on utility

poles in Maryland.

and

()

In conducting the study, the workgroup shall examine:

1)

the prevalence in the State of:

@
(i)

damaged or dangling utility, telecommunication, and other lines:

obsolete or redundant utility, telecommunication, or other lines:
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(111) blight or public nuisance caused by an excessive number of lines

on a utility pole:

(2) the process for investigating, repairing, and removing:

1) a damaged, dangling, obsolete, or redundant line; or

(ii)  blight or public nuisance caused by an excessive number of lines

on utility poles:

(3) the potential for the Commission to impose a fine on an owner of a
utility pole or other entity for failing to investigate, repair, or remove an offending utility
line or lines;

(4) the resources necessary to effectively regulate utility pole lines in the

State: and

() any additional issues related to utility, telecommunication, or other
lines in the State.

(©) On or before December 31, 2021, the Public Service Commission shall report
its findings and recommendations to the General Assembly, in accordance with § 2—1257 of
the State Government Article.

SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
Oetober1-2021 July 1, 2021. It shall remain effective for a period of 1 year and, at the end
of June 30, 2022, this Act, with no further action required by the General Assembly, shall
be abrogated and of no further force and effect.

Approved:

Governor.

President of the Senate.

Speaker of the House of Delegates.





