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Chapter 361

(Senate Bill 836)

AN ACT concerning
State Board of Dental Examiners —BiseiplinaryAetion—Diselesuzre
Regquirements-and-LiecenseePrefiles Disciplinary Process and Actions Fask

Eoree Report
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requiring the Fask—Foree State Board of Dental Examiners to study and make
recommendations regarding certain matters:; requiring the FaslkForee Board to
report its findings and recommendations to the Governor and the General Assembly
on or before a certain date; and generally relating to the State Board of Dental
Examiners DiseiplinarsProc 3 et 3 -

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF MARYLAND,
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& (a) The FaskForee State Board of Dental Examiners shall:

@A)  study:

@ how many complaints are filed annually;

(1)  how a complaint is filed;

(111) who is eligible to file a complaint:

(iv) the length of time a complaint is open;

(v) the time frame to provide updates and a resolution to the

complainant;
(vi) the average time between steps in the disciplinary process,

including:

1 the issuance of an Order of Summary Suspension;

2. a Show Cause Hearing;

3. a Case Resolution Conference;

4. execution of a Consent Order;

5. a full evidentiary hearing; and

6. issuance of a Final Board Order;
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(vii) instances in which the time between steps in the disciplinary
process were longer than the averages studied under item (vi) of this item and explanations
for why those instances deviated from the average;

&2 (vit) the manner in which disciplinary action from the Board is
publicly reported; axnd

a1 (ix) whether a dentist should be required to carry malpractice

insurance:; aae

(x)  Board rules and guidelines for show cause hearings, including
when licensees may waive rights to a show cause hearing;

(x1) how the Board’s disciplinary processes and actions compare to the
processes and actions of other boards established under the Health Occupations Article;

(xii)) how the Board’s disciplinary processes and actions compare to the
processes and_actions of boards that license, regulate, and discipline dentists and dental
hygienists in other states; and

(x1ii) how the Board’s disciplinary processes and actions compare to
best practices established or recommended by policy experts; and

(2) make recommendations regarding revisions to the disciplinary process
and actions of the State Board of Dental Examiners that are necessary to improve the
process of the disciplining dentists in the State and the disclosure of disciplinary actions.

& (b) On or before Beeeﬁa%% November 1, 2021, the State Board of Dental
Examiners Dise ety Foxree shall report its findings and
recommendations to the Governor and, in accordance with § 2-1257 of the State
Government Article, the General Assembly.
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SECTION 2. AND BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That this Act shall take effect
Oetober June 1, 2021. It shall remain effective for a period of 1 year and 1 month and, at

the end of June 30, 2022. this Act, with no further action required by the General Assembly,
shall be abrogated and of no further force and effect.

Enacted under Article II, § 17(c) of the Maryland Constitution, May 30, 2021.
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