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SECOND REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE BILL NO. 2421

101ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCED BY REPRESENTATIVE COLLINS.

4349H.011 DANA RADEMAN MILLER, Chief Clerk

AN ACT

To repeal sections 494.480 and 545.885, RSMo, and to enact in lieu thereof two new sections
relating to peremptory challenges.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the state of Missouri, as follows:

Section A. Sections 494.480 and 545.885, RSMo, are repealed and two new sections
enacted in lieu thereof, to be known as sections 494.480 and 545.885, to read as follows:

494.480. 1. In trials of civil causes each party shall be entitled to peremptorily
challenge [three—jurers] one juror. When there are multiple plaintiffs or defendants, all
plaintiffs and all defendants shall join in their challenges as if there were one plaintiff and one
defendant. H—Hs—et }
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2. In all criminal cases, the state and the defendant shall not be entitled to [a

peremptory| peremptorily challenge [efjurers—as—folows:

EXPLANATION —  Matter enclosed in bold-faced brackets [thus] in the above bill is not enacted and is
intended to be omitted from the law. Matter in bold-face type in the above bill is proposed language.
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545.885. 1. Notwithstanding Missouri supreme court rule 24.07, whenever two or

more offenses are jointly charged in an indictment or information, the court shall order both
or all offenses to be tried together.

2. If it appears that a defendant or the state is substantially prejudiced by a joinder of
the offenses for trial, upon a written motion of the defendant or the state and upon a
particularized showing of substantial prejudice, the court may grant a severance of offenses or
provide whatever relief justice requires. For purposes of this section, "substantial prejudice"
shall mean a bias or discrimination against the defendant or the state which is actually
existing or real and not one which is merely imaginary, illusionary or nominal.

3. |Each-defendanttriedjointly—under—th ection—shall-be—entitled—to

4] The word "evidence", as used in this section, shall not be construed to include
evidence as to character or reputation.
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