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HOUSE BILL NO. 21
INTRODUCED BY R. PEPPERS, DUDIK
BY REQUEST OF THE STATE-TRIBAL RELATIONS COMMITTEE

A BILL FOR AN ACT ENTITLED: "AN ACT ESTABLISHING "HANNA'S ACT"; AUTHORIZING THE
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE TO ASSIST WITH THE INVESTIGATION OF ALL MISSING PERSONS CASES;
REQUIRING ALLOWING THE EMPLOYMENT OF A MISSING PERSONS SPECIALIST; PROVBINGDUHES:

PROVIBINGAN-APPROPRIATON: AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE."

WHEREAS, this act is to be known as "Hanna's Act" in remembrance of Hanna Harris, a Lame Deer

woman who was murdered in 2013 on the Northern Cheyenne Reservation.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF MONTANA:

NEW SECTION. Section 1. Department of justice missing persons response -- missing persons

specialist. (1) The department of justice may assist with the investigation of all missing persons cases,
regardless of the age of the missing person, in accordance with Title 44, chapter 2, parts 4 and 5.

(2) ta) The department shalt MAY employ a missing persons specialist responsible for working closely

with local, state, federal, and tribal law enforcement authorities on missing persons cases. The-speciatistshatt:
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13 NEW SECTION. Section 2. Notification to tribal governments. The secretary of state shall send a
14  copy of [this act] to each tribal government located on the seven Montana reservations and to the Little Shell
15 Chippewa tribe.
16
17 NEW SECTION. Section 3. Codification instruction. [Section 1] is intended to be codified as an
18 integral part of Title 44, chapter 2, part 4, and the provisions of Title 44, chapter 2, part 4, apply to [section 1].
19
20 NEW SECTION. Section 4. Effective date. [This act] is effective July 1, 2019.
21 -END -
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