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A BILL

For AN ACT relating to the Low-Income Home Energy Conservation Act;

to amend sections 66-1013, 66-1018, and 66-1019, Reissue
Revised Statutes of Nebraska, and sections 66-1014,
66-1015 and 66-1016, Revised Statutes Cumulative
Supplement, 2012; to change and eliminate grant program
provisions Tfor energy conservation improvements; to
harmonize provisions; to repeal the original sections; to
outright repeal section 66-1017, Reissue Revised Statutes

of Nebraska; and to declare an emergency.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. Section 66-1013, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is amended to read:

66-1013 The Legislature finds and declares that:

(1) Many residents of this state find it difficult to pay

for the cost of heatings—ecoolHings—and—Hghting—thelr—homes: home

energy conservation measures;

(2) Energy conservation helps to maintain affordable
energy bills, reduces the amount of money spent on imported energy
sources, lessens the need for new power plants and other energy
infrastructure, and helps mitigate the impact of energy generation on
the environment; and

(3) It serves a public purpose to provide funding to the

State Energy Office eligiblepersens—Tor eligible energy conservation

improvements in accordance with the Low-Income Home Energy
Conservation Act.

Sec. 2. Section 66-1014, Revised Statutes Cumulative
Supplement, 2012, is amended to read:

66-1014 For purposes of the Low-Income Home Energy

Conservation Act:

3)—(1) Eligible energy conservation improvement means a

device, a method, equipment, or material that reduces consumption of
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or increases efficiency in the use of electricity or natural gas for

a—residence—owned—by—the residence of an eligible person, including,

but not limited to, insulation and ventilation, storm or thermal

doors or windows, awnings, caulking and weatherstripping, Tfurnace
efficiency modifications, thermostat or lighting controls,
replacement or modification of lighting fixtures or bulbs to increase

the energy efficiency of the home"s lighting system, and systems to

turn off or vary the delivery of energy;

€5)—(2) Eligible person means any resident of Nebraska
whe—ewns—his—er—her—restdence—and—whose household income is at or
below one hundred fifty percent of the federal poverty level, as
determined in accordance with the Low-Income Home Energy Conservation
Act; and

€6)—(3) Fiscal year means the state fiscal year which is
the period July 1 to the following June 30; =

(4) Office means the State Energy Office; and

(5) Subgrantee means an entity selected to receive energy
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conservation improvement funds awarded by the office.

Sec. 3. Section 66-1015, Revised Statutes Cumulative

Supplement, 2012, is amended to read:

66-1015 (1) The Energy Conservation Improvement Fund 1is

created. Fhere—shall—be—a separate—subaccouhrt—within—the—Fund—For

ehigible—energy—econservation—mnprovements——The fund shall be
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returned—to—the—ehgible—entity—Any nonencumbered amount remaining

in the fund at the end of the fiscal year shall be transferred to the
General Fund.

3)—(2) Commencing July 1, 2014, and each fiscal year
thereafter, it is the intent of the Legislature to transfer two
hundred fifty thousand dollars from the General Fund to the Energy
Conservation Improvement Fund for the purposes of this section.

“H)—(3) Any money in the fund available for investment
shall be invested by the state investment officer pursuant to the
Nebraska Capital Expansion Act and the Nebraska State Funds
Investment Act.

Sec. 4. Section 66-1016, Revised Statutes Cumulative

Supplement, 2012, is amended to read:

66-1016 (1) An—ehigible-entity that -has remitted Tunds—to
the—department—as—provided—in—section—66-1015—A subgrantee may

establish and administer a program ef—to provide eligible energy

conservation grants- Improvements to eligible persons. A subgrantee

planning on administering such a program shall notify the office of

its intent by January 15 of each year.

(2) The pregram—office shall provide Ffor—an—eHgible
energy—coenservation—a grant from the Energy Conservation Improvement
Fund to an—eHgible—person—the subgrantee for installing an eligible

energy conservation improvement. The office shall monitor all work




LB 1040

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

performed by the subgrantee

LB 1040

in accordance with guidelines adopted by

the office.

Nebraska,

Sec. 5. Section 66-1018,

is amended to

read:

Reissue Revised Statutes of
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Annually, on or before September 1, the office shall

submit to the Clerk of the Legislature a report describing the work

completed with energy conservation improvement funds for the

preceding fiscal year. The report shall be submitted electronically.

Sec. 6. Section 66-1019, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is amended to read:

66-1019 The department—office may adopt and promulgate
rules and regulations to carry out its duties under the Low-Income
Home Energy Conservation Act.

Sec. 7. Original sections 66-1013, 66-1018, and 66-1019,
Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska, and sections 66-1014, 66-1015,
and 66-1016, Revised Statutes Cumulative Supplement, 2012, are
repealed.

Sec. 8. The following section 1is outright repealed:
Section 66-1017, Reissue Revised Statutes of Nebraska.

Sec. 9. Since an emergency exists, this act takes effect

when passed and approved according to law.



