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1 FOR AN ACT relating to crime |laboratories; to provide for
2 consol idation and coordination of services in certain

3 counti es.

4 Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. (1) The Leqgislature finds that there is

redundancy in services being provided by public crine | aboratories of

counties which contain a city of the netropolitan class and that

plans for the consolidation and coordination of public crine

| aboratory services wthin such counties should be created. The

ultimate decision of whether crine |aboratory services should be

consol i dated and coordinated in such a county should be made by the

regi stered voters of such a county.

(2) Wthin thirty days after the effective date of this

act, any county which contains a city of the metropolitan class and

any city of the netropolitan class therein shall appoint a joint

pl anning board. The planning board shall have five nenbers, two

appoi nted by the county board, two appointed by the mayor and city

council, and the chairperson appointed by the other nenbers. The

nenbers shall not be current enployees of either the county or city

and shall not be conpensated or reinbursed for expenses. The pl anni ng

board shall have one nenber from each of the follow ng areas of

expertise:

(a) A forensic toxicologist;

(b) An expert in forensic DNA

(c) A crimnologist;

(d) _An individual with experience in |aw enforcenent and

crine _scene investigation; and

(e) A nedical ethicist.

(3) The planning board shall study issues relating to the
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consolidation and coordination of the public crine |aboratory

services of the county and city and devel op a plan for consolidation

and coordination of public crinme |aboratory services. The planning

board shall inventory public sector and private sector resources,

conduct needs assessnents, and anal yze national best practices. The

pl an shall provide for an independent governi ng board of nenbers with

expertise in forensics for public crine |aboratory services. The

i ndependent governing board shall have nenbers with the sane

expertise listed in subdivisions (2)(a) through (e) of this section.

The pl anni ng board shall develop the plan within six nonths after the

pl anni ng board was est ablished.

(4) The county board shall cause the plan for

consol i dati on and coordi nation of public crinme | aboratory services to

be subnmtted at the next statewide primary or general election to the

registered voters of the county. If a majority of the registered

voters in the county voting on the issue vote in favor of the plan

the county and city shall inplenent the plan within six nonths after

the election. If the plan is not approved at such election, it shal

not be i npl enent ed.




