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Commi ttee:

A BILL

1 FOR AN ACT relating to school governing bodies; require
2 pr of essi onal devel opnent training for public school board
3 and learning community coordinating council nenbers as
4 prescribed; to define terns; to provide powers and duties
5 for the State Departnment of Education, associations of
6 school boards, school boards, and Ilearning conmunity
7 coordinating councils; and to provide for sanctions as
8 prescri bed.

9 Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. For purposes of sections 1 to 5 of this act:

(1) Board menber nmeans a nenber of a school board as

defined in section 79-101 or a nenber of a learning conmunity

coordi nati ng council as described in section 32-546.01; and

(2) Required professional devel opnent training includes,

but is not limted to, training on the powers and duties of school

board nenbers, conpliance with public records |aws, conpliance wth

education standards, the financial and fiduciary duties of board

nenbers, financial planning training, education law, |abor |[aw,

ethics training, and information on the school district on whose

board the board nmenber will serve or the school districts conprising

the learning conmunity coordinating council the board nenber wll

serve regardi ng denographics, graduation and dropout rates, truancy,

staffing |l evels, and educati onal assessnent scores.

Sec. 2. A nenber of a learning conmunity coordinating

council appointed as provided in subsection (5) of section 32-546.01

shal |l conpl ete required professional devel opnent training as provided

in section 3 of this act upon election to the school board. A nenber

of a learning community coordinating council elected as provided in

subsection (2) of section 32-546.01 shall conpl ete required

pr of essi onal devel opnent  training upon election to a |earning

community coordinating council. A nenber of a |learning conmmunity

coordinating council appointed to fill a vacancy in office as

provided in subsection (3) of section 32-546.01 shall conplete

reqgui red professional devel opnent training within one hundred eighty
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days after appointnment.

Sec. 3. (1) On and after January 1, 2014, all newy

el ected or appointed board nenbers shall receive no |less than twelve

hours of required professional developnent training wthin one

hundred eighty days after their election or appointnent. |If the one-

hundr ed-ei ghty-day period extends into a new calendar vyear, the

twel ve hours of required professional developnent training shal

apply to the year in which the election is certified and not to the

ensui ng calendar year. One hour of the twelve hours of required

pr of essi onal devel opment training shall be dedicated to information

on the school district on whose board the board nenmber will serve or

the school districts conprising the learning comunity on whose

| earni ng _conmmuni ty coordi nating council the board nmenber will serve

regardi ng denographi cs, graduation and dropout rates, truancy,

staffing | evels, and educational assessnent scores. One hour of the

twel ve hours of required professional devel opnent training shall be

dedi cated to the creation and di scussion of a board m ssion statenent

and strategic plan.

(2) On and after January 1, 2014, all board nenbers who

have served nore than one year or who are reelected or reappointed

shall receive not |less than eight hours of required professional

devel opnent _training per yvear. Two of the eight hours of required

pr of essi onal devel opnment training shall be devoted to information on

the school district on whose board the board nenber serves or the

school districts conprising the |learning community on whose | earning
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community coordinating council the board nenber serves and shal

i ncl ude denogr aphi cs, graduation and dropout rates, truancy, staffing

| evel s, and educational assessnment scores. One hour of the eight

hours of reqgui red prof essional devel opnment  training shall be

dedi cated to the creation and di scussion of a board m ssion statenent

and strategic plan.

Sec. 4. The State Departnent of Education shall provide

the required professional devel opnment  training. The departnent

may approve training by other entities which may be credited toward

such required professional devel opment training.

Sec. 5. The State Departnent of Educati on, any

association of school boards, and each school board and | earning

communi ty coordi nating council shall keep a list of all board nenbers

who have or have not conpl eted the required professional devel opnent

training. A board nenber who does not conplete the required

pr of essi onal devel opnent _training within the tinmes required pursuant

to section 3 of this act nmay subnt a witten petition to the

Conmmi ssi oner of Educati on requesti ng a__ waiver granti ng an

extension of the tine period to conplete required professiona

devel opnent _training. |If the commi ssioner denies the request for a

wai ver, the petitioner nmay appeal the decision to the State Board of

Education. The commissioner or the state board nay not waive the

required pr of essi onal devel opnment training. A board nenber

who receives an extension pursuant to this section shall conplete the

requi red professional developnent training within sixty days after
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the date of the final decision. A waiver shall not be granted for the

cal endar year prior to the year a nenber is eligible for reelection

Or reappoi nt nent.

Any board nenber who does not conplete all the required

pr of essi onal devel opnent training pursuant to sections 1 to 5 of this

act is not eligible for reelection or reappointnent during the first

election cycle immediately following the termfor which he or she did

not conplete the required professional devel opnent training, but he

or she is eligible during the second and subsequent el ection cycles

follow ng such term

Not | ater than January of each year, the State Depart nment

of Education shall notify the Election Division of the office of the

Secretary of State of the nane of any school board nenber who is

ineligible for reelection as provided in this section




