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I ntroduced by Bol z, 29; Kol owski, 31

PURPCSE: The purpose of this study is to exanmi ne issues related to the use
of paraeducators to inprove and pronote student achievenment in public
el ementary school s.

1. The study wll consider State Departnment of Education data
related to teachers and paraeducators assigned to elenentary classroons in
t he public schools. The study shall consider, but not be linited to:

a. Average nunber of students in elementary grade classroons during
the day or class period, the average nunber of English Language Learners,
speci al education students, and high ability learners in elenentary grades,
and the teacher/student and paraeducator/student ratios in elementary
cl assroons;

b. Paraeducator training, qualifications, credentials, and years of
experi ence; and

c. Student achievenent and growh of students, individually and in
the aggregate by school building, especially related to students with
i ndi vi dual i zed education plans, in relation to the skills, training,
experience, and qualifications of assigned teacher and paraeducators.

2. The policy issues for study include, but are not limted to:

a. Adequate access to training for paraeducators and the

avai lability of existing training prograns;
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b. The need for additional <credentialing or certification of
par aeducat ors;

c. The adequacy of salaries and benefits for paraeducators;

d. Opportunities for innovation, inproving retention, and inproved
col I aborati on and existing best practices; and

e. Existing and potential funding streans for staffing purposes.

3. The study wll also include any other related topics the
conmi ttee deens appropriate.

NOW THEREFORE, BE |IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS COF THE ONE HUNDRED
THI RD LEG SLATURE OF NEBRASKA, FI RST SESSI ON

1. That the Education Comrittee of the Legislature shall be
designated to conduct an interim study to carry out the purposes of this
resol ution.

2. That the conmittee shall upon the conclusion of its study make a
report of its findings, together wth its recommendations, to the

Legi sl ati ve Council or Legislature.



