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____________ 
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SUMMARY—Establishes provisions governing permissible 

flammability of certain components in school buses. 
(BDR 34-781) 

 
FISCAL NOTE: Effect on Local Government: May have Fiscal Impact. 
 Effect on the State: Yes. 

 
~ 
 

EXPLANATION – Matter in bolded italics is new; matter between brackets [omitted material] is material to be omitted. 
 

 
AN ACT relating to motor vehicles; establishing provisions 

governing the permissible flammability of occupant 
seating in school buses and plastic components contained 
within the engine compartments of school buses; 
providing a penalty; and providing other matters properly 
relating thereto. 

 
Legislative Counsel’s Digest: 
 Existing law establishes safety standards for school buses by setting forth the 1 
required condition and equipment of those school buses. Under existing law, it is a 2 
misdemeanor to violate a provision of law relating to the safety of school buses. 3 
(NRS 392.400, 392.410, 394.190) This bill provides that, on and after  4 
January 1, 2014, school buses must meet certain enumerated standards relating to: 5 
(1) the flammability of occupant seating; and (2) the flammability of plastic 6 
components contained within the engine compartment. 7 
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THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN 
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS: 

 
 Section 1.  Chapter 392 of NRS is hereby amended by adding 1 
thereto a new section to read as follows: 2 
 On and after January 1, 2014, with respect to any school bus 3 
which is purchased or used by a school district to transport pupils, 4 
the school bus must meet the following standards in addition to 5 
being equipped as required by the regulations of the State Board: 6 
 1.  Occupant seating within the school bus must be tested in 7 
accordance with the ASTM International Standard ASTM E1537, 8 
“Standard Test Method for Fire Testing of Upholstered 9 
Furniture.” Such testing must be conducted on a complete seat 10 
assembly inside a test room or school bus. For the purposes of this 11 
subsection, occupant seating shall be deemed to have failed the 12 
ASTM E1537 test if: 13 
 (a) The seat assembly exhibits a weight loss of 3 pounds or 14 
greater during the first 10 minutes of the test; or 15 
 (b) The seat assembly exhibits a heat release rate of 80 16 
kilowatts or greater. 17 
 2.  Each plastic component contained in the engine 18 
compartment of the school bus must meet a V-0 classification 19 
when tested in accordance with the Underwriters Laboratories 20 
Inc. Standard 94, “the Standard for Safety of Flammability of 21 
Plastic Materials for Parts in Devices and Appliances testing.” 22 
 Sec. 2.  NRS 392.400 is hereby amended to read as follows: 23 
 392.400  1.  All vehicles used in the transportation of pupils 24 
must be: 25 
 (a) In good condition and state of repair. 26 
 (b) Well equipped, and must contain sufficient room and seats 27 
so that the driver and each pupil being transported have a seat inside 28 
the vehicle. Each pupil shall remain seated when the vehicle is in 29 
motion. 30 
 (c) Inspected semiannually by the Department of Public Safety 31 
to ensure that the vehicles are mechanically safe and meet the 32 
minimum specifications established by the State Board. The 33 
Department of Public Safety shall make written recommendations to 34 
the superintendent of schools of the school district wherein any such 35 
vehicle is operating for the correction of any defects discovered 36 
thereby. 37 
 2.  If the superintendent of schools fails or refuses to take 38 
appropriate action to have the defects corrected within 10 days after 39 
receiving notice of them from the Department of Public Safety, the 40 
superintendent is guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 41 
thereof may be removed from office. 42 
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 3.  Except as otherwise provided in subsection 4, all vehicles 1 
used for transporting pupils must meet the specifications established 2 
by regulation of the State Board. 3 
 4.  [Any] Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, any 4 
bus which is purchased and used by a school district to transport 5 
pupils to and from extracurricular activities is exempt from the 6 
specifications adopted by the State Board if the bus meets the 7 
federal safety standards for motor vehicles which were applicable at 8 
the time the bus was manufactured and delivered for introduction in 9 
interstate commerce. On and after January 1, 2014, any school bus 10 
which is purchased or used by a school district to transport pupils 11 
must meet the standards set forth in section 1 of this act. 12 
 5.  Any person violating any of the requirements of this section 13 
is guilty of a misdemeanor. 14 
 Sec. 3.  NRS 392.410 is hereby amended to read as follows: 15 
 392.410  1.  Except as otherwise provided in this subsection, 16 
every school bus operated for the transportation of pupils to or from 17 
school must be equipped with: 18 
 (a) A system of flashing red lights of a type approved by the 19 
State Board and installed at the expense of the school district or 20 
operator. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 2, the driver 21 
shall operate this signal: 22 
  (1) When the bus is stopped to unload pupils. 23 
  (2) When the bus is stopped to load pupils. 24 
  (3) In times of emergency or accident, when appropriate. 25 
 (b) A mechanical device, attached to the front of the bus which, 26 
when extended, causes persons to walk around the device. The 27 
device must be approved by the State Board and installed at the 28 
expense of the school district or operator. The driver shall operate 29 
the device when the bus is stopped to load or unload pupils. The 30 
installation of such a mechanical device is not required for a school 31 
bus which is used solely to transport pupils with special needs who 32 
are individually loaded and unloaded in a manner which does not 33 
require them to walk in front of the bus. The provisions of this 34 
paragraph do not prohibit a school district from upgrading or 35 
replacing such a mechanical device with a more efficient and 36 
effective device that is approved by the State Board. 37 
 2.  A driver may stop to load and unload pupils in a designated 38 
area without operating the system of flashing red lights required by 39 
subsection 1 if the designated area: 40 
 (a) Has been designated by a school district and approved by the 41 
Department; 42 
 (b) Is of sufficient depth and length to provide space for the bus 43 
to park at least 8 feet off the traveled portion of the roadway; 44 
 (c) Is not within an intersection of roadways; 45 
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 (d) Contains ample space between the exit door of the bus and 1 
the parking area to allow safe exit from the bus; 2 
 (e) Is located so as to allow the bus to reenter the traffic from its 3 
parked position without creating a traffic hazard; and 4 
 (f) Is located so as to allow pupils to enter and exit the bus 5 
without crossing the roadway. 6 
 3.  In addition to the equipment required by subsection 1 and 7 
except as otherwise provided in subsection 4 of NRS 392.400, each 8 
school bus must [be] : 9 
 (a) Be equipped and identified as required by the regulations of 10 
the State Board [.] ; and 11 
 (b) On and after January 1, 2014, meet the standards set forth 12 
in section 1 of this act. 13 
 4.  The agents and employees of the Department of Motor 14 
Vehicles shall inspect school buses to determine whether the 15 
provisions of this section concerning equipment and identification 16 
of the school buses have been complied with, and shall report any 17 
violations discovered to the superintendent of schools of the school 18 
district wherein the vehicles are operating. 19 
 5.  If the superintendent of schools fails or refuses to take 20 
appropriate action to correct any such violation within 10 days after 21 
receiving notice of it from the Department of Motor Vehicles, the 22 
superintendent is guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction 23 
must be removed from office. 24 
 6.  Any person who violates any of the provisions of this 25 
section is guilty of a misdemeanor. 26 
 Sec. 4.  NRS 394.190 is hereby amended to read as follows: 27 
 394.190  1.  The provisions of NRS 392.400 and 392.410 28 
relating to the condition, equipment and identification of vehicles 29 
used for the transportation of pupils apply to private schools. 30 
 2.  On and after January 1, 2014, the standards for school 31 
buses set forth in section 1 of this act apply to private schools. 32 
 3.  All such vehicles are subject to inspection at all times by 33 
agents and employees of the Department of Motor Vehicles, who 34 
shall report any violations discovered thereby to the executive head 35 
of the private school. 36 
 [3.] 4.  If the executive head of the private school fails or 37 
refuses to take appropriate action to correct any such violation 38 
within 10 days after receiving the report from the Department of 39 
Motor Vehicles, the executive head is guilty of a misdemeanor. 40 
 Sec. 5.  This act becomes effective on July 1, 2011. 41 

 
H 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


