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SUMMARY: House Bill 253, Printer’s Number 1633, the Opioid Abuse Child Impact Task Force 
Act, establishes a task force to examine the opioid abuse epidemic’s impact on infants and 
children. This legislation is effective immediately and expires 12 months after the effective date. 
 
ANALYSIS: HB 253 establishes a task force to examine the opioid epidemic’s impact on infants 
and children. The task force shall focus on improving the safety, well-being and permanency of 
substance-exposed infants and other young children affected by their parents’ substance abuse 
disorders. 
 
The task force is responsible for:  

• Identifying strategies and making short-term and long-term recommendations to 
prioritize the prevention of substance-exposed infants.  

• Improving outcomes for pregnant and parenting women who are trying to recover from 
addiction. 

• Promoting the health, safety and permanency of substance-exposed infants and other 
young children at risk of child abuse and neglect or placement in foster care due to parental 
substance abuse.  

• Ensuring that Pennsylvania is compliant with the federal Child Abuse Prevention and 
Treatment Act related to identifying substance-exposed infants and developing 
multidisciplinary plans of safe care for these infants. 

 
The task force is comprised of the following members: 

• The Secretary of Human Services or a designee who shall be an employee of the 
Department of Human Services (DHS). 

• The Secretary of Health or a designee who shall be an employee of the Department of 
Health (DOH). 

• The Secretary of Drug and Alcohol Programs or a designee who shall be an employee of 
the Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs. 
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• Two members appointed by the President pro tempore of the Senate, one of whom must 
be a layperson who is a biological, foster, or adoptive parent of an infant or young child 
with current or previous involvement with the child welfare system as a result of a parent’s 
substance abuse.  

• One member appointed by the Minority Leader of the Senate 

• Two members appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, one of whom 
must be a layperson who is a biological, foster, or adoptive parent of an infant or young 
child with current or previous involvement with the child welfare system as a result of a 
parent’s substance abuse.  

• One member appointed by the Minority Leader of the House of Representatives.  

• Two members appointed by the Governor.  
 
Except for laypersons appointed by the President pro tempore and the Speaker, task force 
members appointed by legislative leaders and the Governor must possess professional experience 
and expertise in:  

• Obstetric medicine; 

• Pediatric medicine; 

• Behavioral health treatment; 

• Early intervention programs; 

• County children and youth agency services; 

• Child advocacy; or 

• Neonatal Intensive Care Unit nursing. 
 
The task force shall meet as necessary, but no fewer than five times during the two months prior 
to issuing the final report. The first meeting shall be convened within 45 days of the bill’s effective 
date. Members of the task force shall not receive compensation, but shall be reimbursed for 
reasonable and necessary expenses incurred in service of the task force.  
 
The task force will have the following duties: 

• To examine and analyze the existing practices, processes, procedures and laws relating to 
the diagnosis and treatment of substance-exposed infants. 

• To review and analyze the existing practices, processes, procedures and laws relating to 
the safety, well-being, permanency and placement of children at risk due to their parents’ 
substance abuse disorders. 

• To hold public hearings to take testimony, request documents and obtain information 
required to conduct the task force’s review. 

• To make relevant recommendations for improving the safety, well-being and permanency 
of substance-exposed infants and other children adversely affected by their parents’ 
substance abuse disorders. 

• To prepare and submit a final report on its activities, findings and recommendations to the 
Governor, Senate, and the House of Representatives. The final report must be submitted 
by two months prior to the expiration of the legislation.  
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DHS, DOH and the Joint State Government Commission shall cooperate to provide 
administrative or other assistance to the task force. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: Enactment of this legislation should have no adverse fiscal impact on 
Commonwealth funds. DHS and DOH would be required to reimburse members of the task force 
for reasonable and necessary expenses, which should be covered by the agency’s General 
Government Operations appropriations. 
 
PREPARED BY: Ann Bertolino  
 House Appropriations Committee (R) 
 
DATE: May 28, 2021 
 
Estimates are calculated using the best information available.  Actual costs and revenue impact incurred 
may vary from estimates.  


