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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 21006 *%°

INTRODUCED BY STEELE, PROBST, DELLOSO, GUENST, HILL-EVANS, KHAN,
WAXMAN, DALEY, FRIEL, SCOTT, D. WILLIAMS, GREEN AND MADSEN,
MARCH 14, 2024

AS AMENDED ON SECOND CONSIDERATION, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
JUNE 26, 2024
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AMENDING TITLE 34 (GAME) OF THE PENNSYLVANIA CONSOLIDATED
STATUTES, IN HUNTING AND FURTAKING, REPEALING PROVISIONS
RELATING TO HUNTING ON SUNDAY PROHIBITED, PROVIDING FOR
TEMPORARY SUNDAY HUNTING AUTHORIZED AND FOR HUNTING AND
TRAINING ON SUNDAY, REPEALING PROVISIONS RELATING TO TRESPASS
ON PRIVATE PROPERTY WHILE HUNTING AND TO HUNTING ON SUNDAY
WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION, PROVIDING FOR THE OFFENSE OF
TRESPASS ON PRIVATE LAND WHILE HUNTING OR FURTAKING AND FOR
THE OFFENSE OF HUNTING, TRAPPING OR TAKING GAME OR WILDLIFE

WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION AND FURTHER PROVIDING FOR TRAINING

DOGS ON SMALL GAME; IN SPECIAL LICENSES AND PERMITS, FURTHER
PROVIDING FOR FIELD DOG TRIALS; AND IMPOSING PENALTIES.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:
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4 SECTION 1. SECTION 2303 OF TITLE 34 OF THE PENNSYLVANIA

5 CONSOLIDATED STATUTES IS REPEALED:
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COMMISSION SHALL BE INSTITUTED BY THE COMMISSION.
AUTHORITY TO HUNT ON ANY SUNDAY INSTITUTED BY THE COMMISSION
UNDER THIS PARAGRAPH SHALL NOT APPLY TO ANY PERSON REQUIRED
TO SECURE A HUNTING LICENSE WHO ATTEMPTS TO HUNT ON PRIVATE
LAND WITHOUT OBTAINING WRITTEN PERMISSION OF THE LANDOWNER,
AN AGENT OF THE LANDOWNER OR LESSEE.

(C) PENALTY.--A VIOLATION OF THIS SECTION IS A SUMMARY
OFFENSE OF THE FIFTH DEGREE. ]
SECTION 2. TITLE 34 IS AMENDED BY ADDING SECTIONS TO READ:

§ 2303.1. TEMPORARY SUNDAY HUNTING AUTHORIZED.

THE FOLLOWING APPLY:

(1) SUBJECT TO SECTIONS 2316 (RELATING TO TRESPASS ON

PRIVATE LAND WHILE HUNTING OR FURTAKING) AND 2317 (RELATING

TO HUNTING, TRAPPING OR TAKING GAME OR WILDLIFE WITHOUT

WRITTEN PERMISSTON), AN INDIVIDUAL MAY TAWFULLY HUNT ON

PRIVATE LAND, STATE FORESTS OR LAND OWNED BY THE PENNSYLVANIA

GAME COMMISSION FOR FURBEARER OR GAME ANY DAY OF THE WEEK,

INCILUDING SUNDAY, TF THE TNDIVIDUAL:

(I) HAS A VALTD HUNTING LICENSE; AND

(I7) IF THE TAND IS PRIVATE TLAND, OBTATINS WRITTEN

PERMISSTION TO HUNT ON THE PRIVATE TAND FROM THE OWNER, AN

AGENT OF THE OWNER OR A LESSEE OF THE PRIVATE LAND OR

ANOTHER AUTHORIZED PERSON.

(2) THIS SECTION SHALL EXPIRE JUNE 30, 2029.

§ 2303.2. HUNTING AND TRAINING ON SUNDAY.

(A) GENERAL RULE.--BEGINNING ON JULY 1, 2029, IT SHALL BE

UNLAWFUL FOR ANY PERSON TO HUNT FOR ANY FURBEARER OR GAME ON

SUNDAY .

(B) CONSTRUCTION OF SECTION.--THIS SECTION SHALL NOT BE

CONSTRUED TO PROHIBIT:
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(1) EXCEPT AS PROVIDED UNDER SUBSECTION (B.2), THE

TRAINING OF DOGS.

(2) THE PARTICIPATION IN DOG TRIALS AS PROVIDED FOR IN

THTIS TITLE.

(3) THE REMOVAL OF TAWFULLY TAKEN GAME OR WILDLTIFE FROM

TRAPS OR THE RESETTING OF THE TRAPS ON SUNDAY.

(B.1) EXCEPTIONS.--SUBSECTION (A) SHALL NOT APPLY TO:

(1) THE HUNTING OF FOXES.

(2) THE HUNTING OF COYOTES.

(3) ANY HUNTING WHICH OCCURS ON NONCOMMERCIAIL REGULATED

HUNTING GROUNDS HOLDING A VALID PERMIT UNDER SECTION 2928 (B)

(2) (RELATING TO REGULATED HUNTING GROUNDS PERMITS) .

(4) HUNTING ON THREE SUNDAYS EACH CALENDAR YEAR, AS

FOLLOWS :

(I) ONE DAY OF SUNDAY HUNTING SHALL BE INSTITUTED BY

THE COMMISSION DURING THE DEER RIFLE SEASON.

(IT) ONE DAY OF SUNDAY HUNTING SHALL BE INSTITUTED

BY THE COMMISSION DURING THE STATEWIDE DEER ARCHERY

SEASON.

(ITT) ONE DAY OF SUNDAY HUNTING AS DETERMINED BY THE

COMMISSION SHATLL BE INSTITUTED BY THE COMMISSTION.

AUTHORITY TO HUNT ON ANY SUNDAY INSTITUTED BY THE COMMISSION

UNDER THIS PARAGRAPH SHALL NOT APPLY TO ANY PERSON REQUIRED

TO SECURE A HUNTING LICENSE WHO ATTEMPTS TO HUNT ON PRIVATE

LAND WITHOUT OBTAINING WRITTEN PERMISSTION OF THE LANDOWNER,

AN AGENT OF THE LANDOWNER OR LESSEE.

(B.2) LIMITATION ON TRAINING DOGS ON SMALL GAME.--BEGINNING

ON JULY 1, 2029, IT SHALL BE UNLAWFUL TO TRAIN DOGS ON PRIVATE

LAND ON SUNDAY. THIS TLIMITATION SHALL NOT APPLY TO:

(1) NATIONAL OR STATE FOREST LAND.
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(2) STATE GAME LANDS.

(3) PRIVATE LAND WHEN THE CONSENT OF THE PERSON IN

CHARGE OF THE PRIVATE LAND IS FIRST OBTAINED.

(B.3) LIMITATION ON TRIALS FOR RACCOONS.--BEGINNING ON JULY

1, 2029, IT SHALL BE LAWFUL TO HOLD TRIALS OR MEETS WHERE DOGS

MAY WORK ON DRAGS OR LIVE RACCOONS AT ANY HOUR, IF PERMISSION IS

OBTATINED TO USE PRIVATELY OWNED TAND WHEN THE MEET OR TRIAL IS

TO BE HELD ON SUNDAY.

(C) PENALTIES.--A VIOLATION OF SUBSECTIONS (A) AND (B.2) IS

A SUMMARY OFFENSE OF THE FIFTH DEGREE.

SECTION 3. SECTIONS 2314 AND 2315 OF TITLE 34 ARE REPEALED:
[§ 2314. TRESPASS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY WHILE HUNTING.

(A) GENERAL RULE.--A PERSON, WHILE ENGAGED IN HUNTING OR
FURTAKING, COMMITS AN OFFENSE IF, KNOWING THAT THE PERSON IS NOT
LICENSED OR PRIVILEGED TO DO SO, THE PERSON:

(1) ENTERS OR REMAINS ON ANY LAND OF ANOTHER WITHOUT
AUTHORIZATION TO DO SO, WHEN THE LAND IS POSTED IN A MANNER
PRESCRIBED BY LAW OR REASONABLY LIKELY TO COME TO THE
PERSON'S ATTENTION OR IS FENCED OR ENCLOSED IN A MANNER
MANIFESTLY DESIGNED TO EXCLUDE TRESPASSERS; OR

(2) ENTERS OR REMAINS ON ANY LAND OF ANOTHER WITHOUT
AUTHORIZATION AND DEFIES AN ORDER NOT TO ENTER OR TO LEAVE
THAT HAS BEEN PERSONALLY COMMUNICATED TO THE PERSON BY THE
OWNER OF THE LAND OR OTHER AUTHORIZED PERSON.

(B) APPLICABILITY.--THIS SECTION SHALL NOT APPLY TO AN
UNARMED PERSON WHO ENTERS ONTO POSTED PROPERTY FOR THE SOLE
PURPOSE OF RETRIEVING A HUNTING DOG.

(C) PENALTY.--AN OFFENSE UNDER THIS SECTION SHALL BE GRADED
AS FOLLOWS:

(1) A PERSON WHO VIOLATES SUBSECTION (A) (1) COMMITS A

20240HB2106PN3418 - 13 -



1 SUMMARY OFFENSE OF THE THIRD DEGREE.

2 (2) A PERSON WHO VIOLATES SUBSECTION (A) (2) COMMITS A

3 MISDEMEANOR.

4 (3) A PERSON WHO COMMITS A SECOND OR SUBSEQUENT

5 VIOLATION OF THIS SECTION WITHIN A SEVEN-YEAR PERIOD COMMITS
6 A MISDEMEANOR, AND THE SECOND OR SUBSEQUENT VIOLATION SHALL

7 RESULT IN FORFEITURE OF THE PRIVILEGE TO HUNT OR TAKE GAME OR
8 WILDLIFE ANYWHERE WITHIN THIS COMMONWEALTH FOR A PERIOD OF

9 ONE YEAR.
10 (D) ENFORCEMENT.--THE DIRECTOR SHALL AUTHORIZE THE POLICE

11 DEPARTMENT OF EACH MUNICIPAL CORPORATION TO ASSIST IN THE

12 ENFORCEMENT OF THIS SECTION AS NECESSARY, IN ADDITION TO THOSE
13 UNDER SECTION 903 (RELATING TO DELEGATION OF ENFORCEMENT

14 POWERS) .

15 § 2315. HUNTING ON SUNDAY WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION.

16 (A) GENERAL RULE.--A PERSON REQUIRED TO SECURE A HUNTING

17 LICENSE TO HUNT COMMITS AN OFFENSE IF, WHILE ENGAGED IN HUNTING
18 ON SUNDAY UNDER SECTION 2303 (B.1) (4) (RELATING TO HUNTING ON

19 SUNDAY PROHIBITED), THE PERSON ENTERS PRIVATE LAND WITHOUT

20 OBTAINING WRITTEN PERMISSION OF THE LANDOWNER, AN AGENT OF THE
21 LANDOWNER OR LESSEE.

22 (B) PENALTY.--A PERSON WHO VIOLATES SUBSECTION (A) COMMITS A
23 SUMMARY OFFENSE OF THE THIRD DEGREE. ]

24 SECTION 4. TITLE 34 IS AMENDED BY ADDING SECTIONS TO READ:

25 § 2316. TRESPASS ON PRIVATE LAND WHILE HUNTING OR FURTAKING.

26 (A) OFFENSE DEFINED.--AN INDIVIDUAL, WHILE ENGAGED IN

27 HUNTING OR FURTAKING, COMMITS AN OFFENSE IF, KNOWING THAT THE

28 INDIVIDUAL IS NOT LICENSED OR PRIVILEGED TO DO SO OR USING DOGS

29 FOR THE HUNTING OR FURTAKING, THE INDIVIDUAL DOES ANY OF THE

30 FOLLOWING:
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(1) ENTERS OR REMAINS ON PRIVATE LAND WITHOUT

AUTHORIZATION TO DO SO, ITF THE PRIVATE TLAND IS POSTED IN A

MANNER PRESCRIBED BY LAW OR REASONABLY LIKELY TO COME TO THE

INDIVIDUAL'S ATTENTION.

(2) ENTERS OR REMAINS ON PRIVATE LAND WITHOUT

AUTHORIZATION TO DO SO AND DEFIES AN ORDER NOT TO ENTER OR AN

ORDER TO LEAVE THAT HAS BEEN PERSONALLY COMMUNICATED TO THE

INDIVIDUAL BY THE OWNER, AN AGENT OF THE OWNER OR A LESSEE OF

THE PRIVATE LAND OR ANOTHER AUTHORIZED PERSON.

(3) ENTERS OR REMAINS ON PRIVATE LAND WITHOUT

AUTHORIZATION TO DO SO, TF THE PRIVATE TAND IS FENCED OR

ENCLOSED IN A MANNER MANTFESTLY DESIGNED TO EXCLUDE

TRESPASSERS.

(4) SUBJECT TO SUBSECTION (D) (1), ENTERS OR REMAINS ON

PRIVATE TAND WITHOUT AUTHORIZATION TO DO SO, IF NOTICE

AGAINST TRESPASS IS GIVEN BY THE PLACEMENT OF IDENTIEFYING

PURPLE PAINT MARKS ON TREES OR POSTS ON THE PRIVATE LAND AS

PRESCRIBED BY 18 PA.C.S. § 3503(B) (1) (VI) (RELATING TO

CRIMINAL TRESPASS) .

(B) GRADING.--

(1) FOR A FIRST VIOLATION:

(I) AN INDIVIDUAL WHO VIQOLATES SUBSECTION (A) (1),

(3) OR (4) COMMITS A SUMMARY OFFENSE OF THE SECOND DEGREE

AND MAY BE SUBJECT TO THE FORFEITURE OF THE PRIVILEGE TO

HUNT OR TAKE GAME OR WILDLTFE ANYWHERE TN THTS

COMMONWEALTH FOR A PERIOD OF ONE YEAR.

(IT) AN INDIVIDUAL WHO VIOLATES SUBSECTION (A) (2)

COMMITS A SUMMARY OFFENSE OF THE SECOND DEGREE AND MAY BE

SUBJECT TO THE FORFEITURE OF THE PRIVITLEGE TO HUNT OR

TAKE GAME OR WITLDLTIFE ANYWHERE IN THIS COMMONWEALTH FOR A

20240HB2106PN3418 - 15 -
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(C)

PERTIOD OF TWO YEARS.

(2) FOR A SECOND VIOLATION:

(I) AN INDIVIDUAL WHO VIOLATES SUBSECTION (A) (1),

(3) OR (4) FOR A SECOND TIME COMMITS A SUMMARY OFFENSE OF

THE FTRST DEGREE AND MAY BE SUBJECT TO THE FORFEITURE OF

THE PRIVITLEGE TO HUNT OR TAKE GAME OR WILDLTFE ANYWHERE

IN THIS COMMONWEALTH FOR A PERIOD OF TWO YEARS.

(IT) AN INDIVIDUAL WHO VIOLATES SUBSECTION (A) (2)

FOR A SECOND TIME COMMITS A SUMMARY OFFENSE OF THE FIRST

DEGREE AND MAY BE SUBJECT TO THE FORFEITURE OF THE

PRIVILEGE TO HUNT OR TAKE GAME OR WILDLIFE ANYWHERE IN

THTS COMMONWEALTH FOR A PERTOD OF THREE YFEARS.

(3) FOR A THIRD OR SUBSEQUENT VIOLATION:

(I) AN INDIVIDUAL WHO VIQOLATES SUBSECTION (A) (1),

(3) OR (4) FOR A THIRD OR SUBSEQUENT TIME COMMITS A

MISDEMEANOR AND MAY BE SUBJECT TO THE FORFEITURE OF THE

PRIVILEGE TO HUNT OR TAKE GAME OR WILDLTIFE ANYWHERE TN

THIS COMMONWEALTH FOR A PERIOD OF THREE YEARS.

(IT) AN INDIVIDUAL WHO VIOLATES SUBSECTION (A) (2)

FOR A THTRD OR SUBSEQUENT TIME COMMITS A MISDEMEANOR OF

THE SECOND DEGREE AND MAY BE SUBJECT TO THE FORFETTURE OF

THE PRIVITLEGE TO HUNT OR TAKE GAME OR WILDLTFE ANYWHERE

IN THIS COMMONWEALTH FOR A PERIOD OF FOUR YEARS.

ENFORCEMENT.--THE DIRECTOR SHALL AUTHORIZE THE POLICE

DEPARTMENT OF EACH MUNICIPAL CORPORATION, IN ADDITION TO ANY

PERSON DESCRIBED UNDER SECTION 903 (RELATING TO DELEGATION OF

ENFORCEMENT POWERS) TO ASSIST IN THE ENFORCEMENT OF THIS SECTION

AS NECESSARY.

(D)

APPTICABTILITY.—--

(1) SUBSECTION (A) (4) SHALL NOT APPLY IN A COUNTY OF THE

20240HB2106PN3418 - 16 -
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FIRST CLASS.

(2) AS FOLLOWS:

(I) SUBJECT TO SUBPARAGRAPH (TT), THIS SECTION SHALL

NOT APPLY TO AN UNARMED INDIVIDUAL WHO ENTERS ONTO POSTED

OR MARKED PROPERTY FOR THE SOLE PURPOSE OF RETRIEVING A

HUNTING DOG.

(IT) SUBPARAGRAPH (I) SHALL NOT APPLY TO AN

INDIVIDUAL DESCRIBED UNDER SUBPARAGRAPH (I) TF THE

PROPERTY TS PRIVATE LAND THAT IS FENCED OR ENCLOSED IN A

MANNER MANIFESTLY DESIGNED TO EXCLUDE TRESPASSERS OR IF

THE PROPERTY IS PRIVATE LAND POSTED AS AN AGRICULTURAL

BIOSECURITY AREA, AS DEFINED IN 3 PA.C.S. § 2303

(RELATING TO DEFINITIONS), UNLESS THE INDIVIDUAL ATTEMPTS

TO MAKE CONTACT WITH THE LANDOWNER OF THE PRIVATE TAND,

OR AN AGENT OF THE LANDOWNER, PRTOR TO ENTERING ONTO THE

PRIVATE TLAND.

(3) THE PENALTIES PRESCRIBED UNDER THIS SECTION SHALL BE

IN ADDITION TO ANY OTHER PENALTY PRESCRIBED BY LAW.

§ 2317. HUNTING, TRAPPING OR TAKING GAME OR WILDLIFE WITHOUT

WRITTEN PERMISSTION.

(A) OFFENSE DEFINED.--AN TINDIVIDUAL COMMITS AN OFFENSE TF

THE INDIVIDUAL ENTERS OR REMATNS ON PRIVATE TAND WHILE ENGAGED

IN THE HUNTING, TRAPPING OR TAKING OF GAME OR WILDLIFE, BY ANY

MEANS OR MANNER OR DEVICE, INCLUDING THE USE OF DOGS, AND FATLS

TO:

(1) POSSESS WRITTEN PERMISSION OF THE OWNER, AN AGENT OF

THE OWNER OR A LESSEE OF THE PRIVATE LAND OR ANOTHER

AUTHORIZED PERSON TO USE, OCCUPY OR ACCESS THE PROPERTY; OR

(2) PRODUCE THE WRITTEN PERMISSTON DESCRIBED UNDER

PARAGRAPH (1) UPON REQUEST TO THE OWNER, AN AGENT OF THE
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OWNER OR A LESSEE OF THE PRIVATE LAND, ANOTHER AUTHORIZED

PERSON OR AN OFFICER OR OTHER PERSON WHOSE DUTY IS TO ASSIST

IN THE ENFORCEMENT OF THIS TITLE.

(B) GRADING.--AN OFFENSE UNDER SUBSECTION (A) CONSTITUTES A

SUMMARY OFFENSE OF THE THTIRD DEGREE.

SECTION 5. SECTIONS 2382 (C) AND 2943 (C) OF TITLE 34 ARE
AMENDED TO READ:

§ 2382. TRAINING DOGS ON SMALL GAME.

* x %

[ (C) SUNDAY LIMITATION.--IT IS UNLAWFUL TO TRAIN DOGS ON
PRIVATELY OWNED PROPERTY ON SUNDAY. THIS LIMITATION SHALL NOT
APPLY TO:

(1) NATIONAL OR STATE FOREST LAND.
(2) STATE GAME LANDS.
(3) PRIVATELY OWNED PROPERTY WHEN THE CONSENT OF THE

PERSON IN CHARGE OF THE LAND IS FIRST OBTAINED. ]

§ 2943. FIELD DOG TRIALS.

* k%

(C) TRIALS FOR RACCOONS.--IT IS LAWFUL TO HOLD TRIALS OR
MEETS WHERE DOGS MAY WORK ON DRAGS OR LIVE RACCOONS AT ANY HOUR,
IF PERMISSION IS OBTAINED TO USE PRIVATELY OWNED LAND [WHEN THE
MEET OR TRIAL IS TO BE HELD ON SUNDAY] :

(1) DURING THE PERIOD OF THE YEAR WHEN DOG TRAINING IS

PERMITTED BY THIS TITLE.

(2) DURING THE PERIOD OF THE YEAR WHEN DOG TRAINING IS

PROHIBITED BY THIS TITLE IF A RACCOON DOG FIELD TRIAL PERMIT

IS OBTAINED.

* k%

SECTION 6. THE FOLLOWING SHALL NOT AFFECT ANY FINE OR OTHER

PENALTY IMPOSED FOR A VIOLATION UNDER THIS TITLE THAT WAS
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1 COMMITTED BEFORE THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS SECTION:

2 (1) THE REPEAL OF 34 PA.C.S. § 2303, 2314 OR 2315.

3 (2) THE ADDITION OF 34 PA.C.S. § 2303.1, 2316 OR 2317.

4 (3) THE AMENDMENT OF 34 PA.C.S. § 2382(C) OR 2943 (C).

5 SECTION 7. THE ADDITION OF 34 PA.C.S. §§ 2316 AND 2317 SHALL

6 APPLY TO AN OFFENSE COMMITTED ON OR AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF
7 THIS SECTION.

8 SECTION 8. THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IN 60 DAYS.
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