SENATE AMENDED

PRTOR PRINTER'S NOS. 895, 1676, 3424 PRINTER'S NO. 3905

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

HOUSE BILL
No. 897 “%x”

INTRODUCED BY KINKEAD, ISAACSON, CIRESI, MADDEN, McANDREW,
WARREN, SIEGEL, SANCHEZ, MALAGARI, HILL-EVANS, PARKER, ROZZI,
CONKLIN, NEILSON, HOWARD, GREEN, GUZMAN, KENYATTA, WEBSTER,
TAKAC, McNEILL AND T. DAVIS, APRIL 17, 2023

SENATOR MARTIN, APPROPRIATIONS, IN SENATE, RE-REPORTED AS
AMENDED, JULY 11, 2024

O J oy U Wb

for—appticabitity -

AMENDING THE ACT OF MARCH 10, 1949 (P.L.30, NO.14), ENTITLED "AN <--
ACT RELATING TO THE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM, INCLUDING CERTAIN
PROVISIONS APPLICABLE AS WELL TO PRIVATE AND PAROCHIAL
SCHOOLS; AMENDING, REVISING, CONSOLIDATING AND CHANGING THE
LAWS RELATING THERETO," IN TRANSFERS OF CREDITS BETWEEN
INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION, FURTHER PROVIDING FOR
DEFINITIONS AND FOR DUTIES OF PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER
EDUCATION, PROVIDING FOR GUARANTEED ADMISSION AND FURTHER
PROVIDING FOR APPLICABILITY; IN HIGHER EDUCATION
ACCOUNTABILITY AND TRANSPARENCY, FURTHER PROVIDING FOR
DEFINITIONS AND PROVIDING FOR TRANSPARENCY AND
ACCOUNTABILITY; IN MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS RELATING TO
INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION, PROVIDING FOR DUAL CREDIT
INNOVATION GRANT PROGRAM; PROVIDING FOR INSTITUTIONS OF
HIGHER EDUCATION AND FOR COORDINATION OF HIGHER EDUCATION;
AND MAKING EDITORIAL CHANGES.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
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2 {2 —Petaitsoftheabitity—ofastudent—to—transfer—from—
4 Thetuding—the—abitityof students—toearaduate—from—
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estabtished—prior—to—the—effective—date—of—this—section-

Seetionr—S—Fhis—act—shatt—takeeffect—in—60—days—-

SECTION 1. SECTION 2001-C OF THE ACT OF MARCH 10, 1949 <--
(P.L.30, NO.14), KNOWN AS THE PUBLIC SCHOOL CODE OF 1949, IS
AMENDED BY ADDING DEFINITIONS TO READ:

SECTION 2001-C. DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THIS ARTICLE
SHALL HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS SECTION UNLESS THE
CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

*x Kx *%

"ASSOCIATE DEGREE." THE TERM INCLUDES AN ASSOCIATE OF ARTS

DEGREE, ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE DEGREE, ASSOCIATE OF FINE ARTS

DEGREE OR ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED SCIENCE DEGREE.

* k* %

"PARAITET BACCALAUREATE DEGREE PROGRAM." A BACHEIOR'S DEGREE

PROGRAM IN A COMPARABLE FIELD OF STUDY AND WITH SIMILAR

FOUNDATION-LEVEL, MAJOR-SPECIFIC COMPETENCIES AS AN ASSOCIATE

DEGREE PROGRAM, AS ARTICULATED IN PROGRAM-TO-PROGRAM AGREEMENTS.

*x Kx *

"RECETIVING INSTITUTION." THE PUBLTIC INSTITUTION OF HIGHER

EDUCATION WHERE A TRANSFER STUDENT PLANS TO ENROLL AND TO APPLY

PREVIOUSLY FEARNED CREDIT TOWARD A DEGREE PROGRAM.

20230HB0897PN3505 -9 -



2 SECTION 2. SECTION 2002-C(C) (1) OF THE ACT IS AMENDED TO
3 READ:

4 SECTION 2002-C. DUTIES OF PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER

5 EDUCATION.
6 * x *
7 (C) OTHER DUTIES.--EACH PUBLIC INSTITUTION OF HIGHER

8 EDUCATION SHALL DO ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

9 (1) AGREE TO ACCEPT WITH FULL JUNIOR STANDING THE
10 ASSOCIATE [OF ARTS OR ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE] DEGREE [INTO A]
11 AND TO APPLY ALL COLLEGE-LEVEL CREDITS EARNED TO FULFILL THE
12 DEGREE REQUIREMENTS AT THE PUBLIC INSTITUTION OF HIGHER
13 EDUCATION, INCLUDING MAJOR REQUIREMENTS AND GENERAL EDUCATION
14 REQUIREMENTS, TOWARD THE PARALLEL BACCALAUREATE DEGREE
15 PROGRAM AS OUTLINED IN PARAGRAPH (3) [BY THE TIMELINES
16 ESTABLISHED BY THE TRANSFER AND ARTICULATION OVERSIGHT
17 COMMITTEE BUT] NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 31, [2011] 2024. FOR
18 PURPOSES OF THIS PARAGRAPH, AN ASSOCIATE [OF ARTS OR
19 ASSOCIATE OF SCIENCE] DEGREE IS A DEGREE DESIGNED PRIMARILY
20 FOR TRANSFER TO A BACCALAUREATE INSTITUTION AND MUST CONTAIN
21 A MINIMUM OF 60 CREDITS. THE FOLLOWING SHALL APPILY:
22 (I) A STUDENT WITH AN ASSOCIATE DEGREE FROM A PUBLIC
23 INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION WHO IS TRANSEFERRING INTO
24 A PARALLEL BACCALAUREATE DEGREE PROGRAM AT ANOTHER PUBLIC
25 INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION SHALL BE AWARDED FULL
26 JUNIOR STANDING AND SHALL NOT BE REQUIRED TO
27 SATISFACTORILY COMPLETE MORE THAN 60 CREDITS TO EARN A
28 120 CREDIT BACCALAUREATE DEGREE IN A PARALLEL PROGRAM,
29 REGARDLESS OF THE COURSES THE STUDENT TOOK TO EARN THE
30 ASSOCTATE DEGREE PRTOR TO TRANSFERRING, UNLESS REQUIRED

20230HB0897PN3505 - 10 -
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TO MEET ACCREDITATION OR EXTERNAL LICENSURE OR

CERTTIFTICATION STANDARDS.

(IT) A STUDENT TRANSFERRING INTO A PARALLEL

BACCALAUREATE DEGREE PROGRAM WITH AN ASSOCTIATE DEGREE

SHALT BE GUARANTEED ADMISSTION TO THE PARATLIETL

BACCALAUREATE DEGREE PROGRAM, SUBJECT TO CAPACITY, TIF THE

STUDENT MEETS THE PROGRAM CRITERIA REQUIRED OF STUDENTS

IN THE PARATLLEL BACCALAUREATE DEGREE PROGRAM AT THE

RECEIVING INSTITUTION.

(ITT) A STUDENT TRANSFERRING FROM ONE PUBLIC

INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION TO ANOTHER PUBLIC

INSTTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION SHALL HAVE THE SAME

REQUIREMENTS FOR RETENTION AS A STUDENT IN THE PARALLEL

BACCALAUREATE DEGREE PROGRAM AT THE RECEIVING

INSTITUTION.

(IV) A PUBLIC INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION MAY

DESIGNATE MAJORS OR PROGRAMS OF STUDY THAT ARE LIMITED

ACCESS BY REASON OF ACCREDITATION, CLINICAL OR RESOURCE-

BASED CAPACITY.

(v) A STUDENT TRANSFERRING FROM A PUBLIC INSTITUTION

OF HIGHER EDUCATION WITH AN ASSOCTIATE DEGREE SHATLTL HAVE

SATISFIED THE GENERAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS AT THE

RECEIVING INSTITUTION, WITH POSSIBLE EXCEPTIONS MADE FOR

THE FOLLOWING, PROVIDED THAT THE EXCEPTIONS DO NOT EXTEND

THE STUDENT'S TIME TO THE DEGREE:

(A) ONE SIGNATURE GENERAL EDUCATION COURSE OF UP

TO THREE CREDITS, TF APPLICABLE.

(B) A PRESCRIBED GENERAL EDUCATION COURSE

REQUIRED FOR THE MAJOR, TF NOT SATISFACTORILY

COMPLETED.

20230HB0897PN3505 - 11 -
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(C) GENERAL EDUCATION OVERLAYS SATISFIED IN

ADVANCED COURSES IN THE MAJOR.

*x Kk %

SECTION 3. THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDING SECTIONS TO READ:

SECTION 2003.1-C. GUARANTEED ADMISSION.

A PUBLIC INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION SHALL ENSURE THAT AN

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT TRANSEFERRING FROM A PUBLIC INSTITUTION OF

HIGHER EDUCATION WITH AN ASSOCIATE DEGREE SHALL BE GUARANTEED

ADMISSION INTO THE PARALLEL BACCALAUREATE DEGREE PROGRAM AT A

PUBLIC INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION EXCEPT IN PROGRAMS THAT

HAVE MANDATED ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED

TO:

(1) A PROGRAM REQUIRING AN AUDITION.

(2) A PROGRAM WITH ADDITIONAL RETENTION REQUIREMENTS

IMPOSED BY AN ACCREDITOR.

SECTION 4. SECTION 2007-C OF THE ACT IS AMENDED TO READ:
SECTION 2007-C. APPLICABILITY.

[NOTHING] EXCEPT AS OTHERWISE PROVIDED, NOTHING IN THIS

ARTICLE SHALL [DO ANY OF THE FOLLOWING] :

(1) PRECLUDE ANY INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION FROM
ESTABLISHING INSTITUTION-TO-INSTITUTION ARTICULATION
AGREEMENTS.

(2) VOID ARTICULATION AGREEMENTS THAT HAVE BEEN
ESTABLISHED PRIOR TO THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS SECTION.
SECTION 5. ARTICLE XX-H OF THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDING A

SUBARTICLE HEADING IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING SECTION 2001-H TO READ:

SUBARTICLE A

PRELIMINARY PROVISTIONS

SECTION 6. SECTION 2001-H OF THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDING

DEFINITIONS TO READ:

20230HB0897PN3505 - 12 -
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SECTION 2001-H. DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THIS ARTICLE
SHALL HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS SECTION UNLESS THE
CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

*x Kx  %

"MANDATORY FEE." A CHARGE IMPOSED BY AN INSTITUTION OF

HIGHER EDUCATION TO ALL OF THE INSTITUTION'S STUDENTS,

IRRESPECTIVE OF THETIR COURSE OR ADMISSION STATUS, FOR ENROLLMENT

OR ATTENDANCE FOR ITEMS NOT COVERED BY TUITION, ROOM OR BOARD

FEES.

*x Kx  *%

"ONLINE STUDENT PORTAL." A SECURED INTERNAL INTERNET SERVICE

ADMINTISTERED BY AN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION ON WHICH A

STUDENT OF THE INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION CAN ACCESS

PERSONAL ACADEMIC, FINANCIAL OR OTHER INFORMATION RELATED TO

ATTENDING THE INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.

*x Kx *

SECTION 7. ARTICLE XX-H OF THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDING A
SUBARTICLE HEADING IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING SECTION 2002-H TO READ:

SUBARTICLE B

COLLEGE NAVIGATOR

SECTION 8. ARTICLE XX-H OF THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDING A
SUBARTICLE TO READ:

SUBARTICLE C

TRANSPARENCY AND ACCOUNTABTILITY

SECTION 2004-H. STUDENT FEE TRANSPARENCY.

(A) DISPIAY.—-—-AN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION SHALL

PROMINENTLY DISPLAY A DESCRIPTION OF EVERY MANDATORY FEE CHARGED

BY THE INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND SHALL PUBLISH THE FEE

DESCRIPTION ON EACH INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION'S PUBLICLY

20230HB0897PN3505 - 13 -
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ACCESSIBLE INTERNET WEBSITE AND ONLINE STUDENT PORTAL PRIOR TO

THE TERM FOR WHICH THE MANDATORY FEE WILL BE CHARGED AND

INCLUDED IN ANY TUITION BILL. THE AMOUNT OF THE MANDATORY FEE

MUST BE ACCOMPANTED BY A DESCRIPTION OF':

(1) THE GENERAL PURPOSE OF THE MANDATORY FEE.

(2) HOW THE MANDATORY FEE IS EXPECTED TO BE ALLOCATED

AND USED.

(3) HOW THE MANDATORY FEE WILL BE COLLECTED AND THE

ACADEMIC YEAR OR SEMESTER FOR WHICH THE FEE WILL BE ASSESSED.

(B) PUBLICATION OF FEES.--BEGINNING NOVEMBER 15, 2025, AND

BY NOVEMBER 15 OF EACH YEAR THEREAFTER, AN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER

EDUCATION SHALT PUBLTISH ON THE INSTITUTION'S PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE

INTERNET WEBSTTE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATTION FROM THE PRTIOR

ACADEMIC YFEAR:

(1) THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF MANDATORY FEES COLLECTED.

(2) THE AMOUNT OF MANDATORY FEES ALLOCATED TO EACH USE.

(C) TLINKING.--BEGINNING ON JUNE 30, 2026, AND BY JUNE 30 OF

FEACH YEAR THEREAFTER, AN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION SHALL

PROVIDE THE DEPARTMENT WITH EVIDENCE THAT THE FEE INFORMATION IS

PUBLISHED ON THE INSTITUTION'S PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE INTERNET

WEBSTITE.

SECTION 2005-H. HIGHER EDUCATION COST TRANSPARENCY.

(A) GENERAL RULE.--AN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION SHALL

PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION TO A PROSPECTIVE STUDENT AS

PART OF THE STUDENT'S OFFER OF ENROLLMENT AT THE INSTITUTION OF

HIGHER EDUCATION OR AS PART OF THE STUDENT'S FINANCIAL AID

OFFER:

(1) AN ESTIMATE OF THE TOTAL COST OF ATTENDANCE,

INCLUDING:

(I) TUITION FOR THE STUDENT'S FIRST ACADEMIC YEAR.

20230HB0897PN3505 - 14 -
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(IT) A LIST OF EACH FEE CHARGED TO A STUDENT IN THE

STUDENT'S FIRST ACADEMIC YEAR. THE FEES SHALL INCLUDE

BOTH MANDATORY AND OPTIONAL FEES.

(ITT) A BREAKDOWN OF ALTL ROOM AND BOARD OPTIONS AND

THE COSTS ASSOCIATED WITH EACH OPTION FOR THE STUDENT'S

FIRST ACADEMIC YEAR.

(IV) BOOKS AND SUPPLIES.

(2) AN ESTIMATE OF THE FINANCIAL ATID OFFERED, AS

AVATIABLE, BY THE INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION, INCLUDING,

BUT NOT LIMITED TO:

(I) ALL GRANTS OR SCHOLARSHIPS THAT DO NOT REQUIRE

REPAYMENT .

(I7) STUDENT TLOANS THAT REQUIRE REPAYMENT.

(ITT) STUDENT EMPLOYMENT OPTIONS.

(3) AN ESTIMATE OF THE NET COST THAT SUBTRACTS ANY

SCHOLARSHIPS OR GRANTS BEING OFFERED FROM THE ESTIMATED TOTAL

COST OF ATTENDANCE.

(4) AN ESTIMATE OF THE TOTAL COST OF ATTENDANCE FOR

SUBSEQUENT YEARS. THE ESTIMATE MAY BE PROVIDED THROUGH EASILY

ACCESSTIBLE EILECTRONIC MEANS AND SHATLL INCLUDE:

(1) INFORMATION REGARDING WHETHER OR NOT THE

FINANCIAL ATID IS BEING OFFERED ONLY FOR THE UPCOMING

ACADEMIC YEAR OR TF TIT TS RENEWABLE FOR SUBSEQUENT

ACADEMIC YEARS. TF THE FINANCIAL ATID IS RENEWABLE FOR

SUBSEQUENT ACADEMIC YEARS, THE INFORMATION SHALL INCLUDE

ANY REQUIREMENTS THAT MUST BE MET IN ORDER FOR RENEWAL OF

THE FINANCIAL AID.

(IT) A HISTORY OF PREVIQUS ACADEMIC YEAR'S TUITION.

(ITT) AN ESTIMATE OF THE TOTAL TUITION THAT THE

STUDENT WILL BE CHARGED IN EACH ACADEMIC YEAR NECESSARY

20230HB0897PN3505 - 15 -
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FOR THE STUDENT TO RECEIVE A DEGREE IN THE STUDENT'S

MAJOR.

(IV) AN ESTIMATE OF THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF FEES CHARGED

TO A STUDENT IN EACH ACADEMIC YEAR NECESSARY FOR THE

STUDENT TO RECETIVE A DEGREE IN THE STUDENT'S MAJOR.

(B) DISCLOSURE TO PROSPECTIVE STUDENT.-—-AN INSTITUTION OF

HIGHER EDUCATION SHALL USE EASTLY UNDERSTOOD TERMS AND CLEARLY

IDENTTIFY EACH PIECE OF FINANCIAL ATD THAT A STUDENT MUST REPAY.

(C) PUBLIC AVATLABILITY.-—-FACH INSTITUTION OF HIGHER

EDUCATION SHALL MAKE AVAILABLE ON ITS PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE

INTERNET WEBSITE AN ESTIMATE OF ALL TUITION, FEES AND ROOM AND

BOARD THAT MAY BE CHARGED TN AN ACADEMIC YEAR.

SECTION 2006-H. EXTT COUNSELING.

(A) GENERAL RULE.--UNLESS AN INDIVIDUAL SELECTS NOT TO

PARTICIPATE, EACH INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION SHALL MAKE

FINANCIAL ATID COUNSELING AVAILABLE TO EACH STUDENT AT THE END OF

THE STUDENT'S FINAL ACADEMIC TERM.

(B) COUNSELING FOR GRADUATING STUDENTS.--THE FINANCIAL ATD

COUNSELING FOR A STUDENT WHO GRADUATES AT THE END OF THE

ACADEMIC TERM SHALL, AT A MINIMUM, INCLUDE:

(1) A TIST OF ALL AVAILABLE FEDERAL AND STATE PROGRAMS,

INCLUDING, IF AVATLABLE, RELATED WEBSITES AND CONTACT

INFORMATION, THAT MAY ASSIST WITH PAYMENTS, REDUCTIONS OR

FORGIVENESS OF THE INDIVIDUAL'S STUDENT LOANS.

(2) ALL AVATLABLE REPAYMENT OPTIONS ON STUDENT LOANS

KNOWN TO THE INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND, TIF

AVATILABLE, A LINK TO AN ONLINE STUDENT LOAN PAYMENT

CALCULATOR.

(3) INFORMATION ON WHEN A STUDENT'S TOAN PAYMENTS WILL

BEGIN AND INFORMATION ON ASSISTANCE WITH DELAYING REPAYMENT

20230HB0897PN3505 - 16 -



1 OF LOANS.

2 (4) ANY OTHER INFORMATION THAT THE INSTITUTION OF HIGHER
3 EDUCATION DEEMS NECESSARY TO HELP AN EXITING STUDENT

4 UNDERSTAND OPTIONS RELATING TO REPAYTING STUDENT LOANS.

5 (C) COUNSELING FOR STUDENTS WHO TRANSFER OR WITHDRAW.--WITH

6 RESPECT TO A STUDENT WHO LEAVES AN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER

7 EDUCATION WITHOUT THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE INSTITUTION OR TRANSFERS

8 TO ANOTHER INSTITUTION, THE INSTITUTION SHALL ATTEMPT TO MAKE

9 FINANCIAL AID COUNSELING AVAILABLE TO THE STUDENT. IF THE

10 INSTITUTION IS UNABLE TO GET IN CONTACT WITH THE STUDENT, THE

11 INSTITUTION SHALL MATIL THE INFORMATION DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION

12 (B) IN WRITING TO THE STUDENT AT THE TAST KNOWN ADDRESS ON FILE.

13 (D) METHOD OF COUNSELING.--AN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER

14 EDUCATION MAY OFFER THE COUNSELING REQUIRED UNDER THIS SECTION

15 IN PERSON OR VIRTUALLY AND MAY PARTNER WITH THE PENNSYLVANTIA

16 HIGHER EDUCATION ASSISTANCE AGENCY OR A SIMILAR ENTITY TO

17 PROVIDE THE REQUIRED COUNSELING.

18 SECTION 9. ARTICLE XX-I OF THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDING A
19 SECTION TO READ:

20 SECTION 2004-T. DUAL CREDIT INNOVATION GRANT PROGRAM.

21 (A) ESTABLTISHMENT.--THE DUAL CREDIT TNNOVATTION GRANT PROGRAM

22 IS ESTABLISHED WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT TO AWARD GRANTS TO PUBLIC

23 INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION THAT OFFER DUAL CREDIT

24 OPPORTUNITIES TO HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS ENROLLED IN A SCHOOL

25 ENTITY.

26 (B) USE OF FUNDING.--FUNDING PROVIDED FOR THE PROGRAM SHALL

27 BE USED FOR THE PURPOSE OF INCREASING THE CAPACITY FOR PUBLIC

28 INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION TO PROVIDE DUAL CREDIT COURSES.

29 MONEY AWARDED THROUGH A GRANT MAY BE USED FOR THE FOLLOWING:

30 (1) TO OPERATE DUAL CREDIT COURSES THAT ARE TUITION FREE

20230HB0897PN3505 - 17 -
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TO HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS.

(2) TO SUPPORT PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION

IN SEEKING EXTERNAL ACCREDITATION FOR THETIR DUAL CREDIT

COURSES.

(3) TO PROVIDE STUDENT ACADEMIC SUPPORTS TO ATID STUDENTS

ENROLLED IN DUAL CREDIT COURSES TO BE SUCCESSEUL IN THE

COURSES AND TO SUCCESSEFULLY TRANSITION TO POSTSECONDARY

EDUCATION UPON GRADUATION FROM HIGH SCHOOL.

(4) TO INCREASE THE USE OF NO-COST OR LOW-COST TEXTBOOKS

OR COURSE MATERIALS USED IN DUAL CREDIT COURSES.

(5) TO PROVIDE PROFESSTONAL DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES FOR

HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS TO ENABLE THEM TO TEACH DUAL CREDIT

COURSES.

(C) PRIORITY.--THE DEPARTMENT SHATL GIVE PRIORITY TN GRANT

FUNDING TO PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION THAT EXPAND

THE CURRENT OFFERINGS OF THE PUBLIC INSTITUTION OF HIGHER

EDUCATION, WITH A PARTICULAR EMPHASIS ON PROVIDING COURSES

ALIGNED WITH HIGH-PRIORITY OCCUPATIONS AND SERVING STUDENTS

EXPERIENCING EDUCATION INSTABILITY AS DEFINED IN SECTION 1331.1,

STUDENTS ENROLLED IN CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION PROGRAMS,

LOW-INCOME STUDENTS, HISTORICALLY UNDERSERVED STUDENT GROUPS AND

STUDENTS IN RURAL AREAS OF THIS COMMONWEALTH.

(D) ADDITIONAL PRIORITY.--TF THE DEPARTMENT DOES NOT RECEIVE

SUFFICIENT APPLICATIONS TO EXPEND THE AVATILABLE FUNDING UNDER

THTIS SECTION, THE DEPARTMENT MAY AWARD GRANTS FOR THE USES UNDER

SUBSECTION (B) TO STATE-RELATED INSTITUTIONS AND INDEPENDENT

INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION.

(E) LIMITATION.--NOTHING IN THTS SECTION SHALL BE CONSTRUED

TO SUPERSEDE OR PREEMPT THE RTIGHTS, REMEDIES AND PROCEDURES

AFFORDED TO SCHOOL EMPLOYEES OR LABOR ORGANIZATIONS UNDER
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FEDERAL OR STATE LAW, INCLUDING THE ACT OF JULY 23, 1970

(P.L.563, NO.195), KNOWN AS THE PUBLIC EMPLOYE RELATIONS ACT, OR

ANY PROVISION OF A COLLECTIVE BARGAINING AGREEMENT BETWEEN A

SCHOOL ENTITY AND AN EXCLUSIVE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE EMPLOYEES

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THAT ACT.

(F) REPORTING AND ACCOUNTABILITY.--FOR THE PURPOSE OF

IMPROVING DATA COLLECTION AND TRANSPARENCY RELATED TO THE VALUE

OF DUAL CREDIT COURSES TO THE SUCCESS OF STUDENTS AS THEY

GRADUATE HIGH SCHOOL AND TRANSITION TO POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION,

THE DEPARTMENT SHALL ANNUALLY COLLECT STUDENT-LEVEL DATA FROM

GRANT RECIPIENTS AND USE OTHER EXISTING DATA RESOURCES TO INFORM

THE FOLLOWING MEASURES AND POST AGGREGATE, DE-TIDENTIFIED

INFORMATION RELATED TO ALL OF THE FOLLOWING ON THE DEPARTMENT'S

PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE INTERNET WEBSITE:

(1) THE DEMOGRAPHICS OF STUDENTS ENROLLED IN DUAL CREDIT

COURSES.

(2) THE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE OF STUDENTS ENROLLED

IN DUAL CREDIT COURSES.

(3) THE PERCENTAGE OF ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED

STUDENTS ENROLLED IN DUAL CREDIT COURSES AND THE PERCENTAGE

OF STUDENTS ENROLLED TN DUAL CREDIT COURSES WHO ARE

ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED.

(4) THE PERCENTAGE OF DUAL CREDIT STUDENTS WHO ENROLL IN

A REGIONALLY ACCREDITED POSTSECONDARY INSTITUTION THE FALL

AFTER GRADUATION, WITHIN ONE YEAR AND WITHIN TWO YEARS AFTER

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION.

(5) THE NUMBER OF COLLEGE CREDITS EARNED BY STUDENTS

ENROLLED TN DUAL CREDIT COURSES WHITE TN HTGH SCHOOL.

(6) AN ESTIMATE OF THE COST SAVINGS TO THE FAMIIIES OF

STUDENTS ENROLLED IN DUAL CREDIT COURSES.
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(7) THE PERCENTAGE OF DUAL CREDIT STUDENTS WHO ENROLL IN

AN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION FOLLOWING HIGH SCHOOL

GRADUATION AND GO ON TO GRADUATE OR TRANSFER TO A FOUR-YEAR

INSTTITUTION WITHIN TWO, THREE AND FOUR YEFARS OF HTIGH SCHOOL

GRADUATION.

(8) THE PERCENTAGE OF DUAL CREDIT STUDENTS WHO ENROLL TIN

AN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION FOLLOWING HIGH SCHOOL

GRADUATION AND GO ON TO GRADUATE IN FOUR, FIVE OR SIX YEARS.

(9) THE PERCENTAGE OF DUAL CREDIT STUDENTS WHO ATTEND

POSTSECONDARY INSTITUTIONS LOCATED IN THIS COMMONWEALTH

FOLLOWING GRADUATION COMPARED TO THOSE WHO ATTEND OUT-OF-

STATE POSTSECONDARY TINSTITUTIONS.

(G) DEFINTITIONS.—--AS USED IN THIS SECTION, THE FOLLOWING

WORDS AND PHRASES SHALL HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS

SUBSECTION UNLESS THE CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

"DEPARTMENT." THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OF THE
COMMONWEALTH.
"DUAL CREDIT." CREDIT RECEIVED UNDER AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN A

SCHOOL ENTITY AND AN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION APPROVED TO

OPERATE IN THTIS COMMONWEALTH TN WHICH A STUDENT EARNS BOTH HIGH

SCHOOL AND POSTSECONDARY CREDIT BY TAKING A SINGLE POSTSECONDARY

COURSE.
"GRANT." A GRANT PROVIDED UNDER THE PROGRAM.
"INDEPENDENT INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION." AN

INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION OPERATED NOT FOR PROFIT, LOCATED

AND INCORPORATED OR CHARTERED BY THE COMMONWEALTH AND ENTITLED

TO CONFER DEGREES AS PROVIDED IN 24 PA.C.S. § 6505 (RELATING TO

POWER TO CONFER DEGREES) AND WHICH APPLTES TO ITSELEF THE

DESTIGNATION "COLLEGE"™ OR "UNIVERSITY" AS PROVIDED FOR BY THE

STANDARDS AND QUALIFICATIONS PRESCRIBED BY THE STATE BOARD OF
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EDUCATION UNDER 24 PA.C.S. CH. 65 (RELATING TO PRIVATE COLLEGES,

UNIVERSITIES AND SEMINARIES) .

"INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION." THE TERM INCLUDES AN

INDEPENDENT TINSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION, PUBLIC INSTITUTION

OF HIGHER EDUCATION AND A STATE-RELATED INSTTITUTION.

"PROGRAM." THE DUAL CREDIT INNOVATION GRANT PROGRAM

ESTABLISHED IN THIS SECTION.

"PUBLIC INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION." AN INSTITUTION OF

THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION ESTABLISHED UNDER ARTICLE

XX-A, A COMMUNITY COLLEGE ESTABLISHED UNDER ARTICLE XTIX-A,

THADDEUS STEVENS COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY ESTABLISHED UNDER ARTICLE

XIX-B, THE PENNSYILVANTA COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY OR THE RURAL

REGIONAL COLLEGE ESTABLISHED UNDER ARTICLE XTX-G UPON

ACCREDITATION.

"SCHOOL ENTITY." A SCHOOL DISTRICT, AREA CAREER AND

TECHNICAL SCHOOL, CHARTER SCHOOL, CYBER CHARTER SCHOOL OR

REGIONAL CHARTER SCHOOL.

"STATE-RELATED INSTITUTION." THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE

UNIVERSITY, INCLUDING THE PENNSYLVANTA COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY,

THE UNIVERSTTY OF PITTSBURGH, TEMPLE UNIVERSTITY AND LINCOLN

UNIVERSTITY AND THETR BRANCH CAMPUSES.

SECTION 10. THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDING AN ARTICLE TO READ:

ARTICLE XX-TL

INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION

SUBARTICLE A

PRELIMINARY PROVISIONS

SECTION 2001-1I,. DEFINITIONS.

THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES WHEN USED IN THTIS ARTICLE

SHATLT HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THTIS SECTION UNLESS THE

CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:
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"AGENCY." THE PENNSYLVANIA HIGHER EDUCATION ASSISTANCE
AGENCY.
"BOARD." THE STATE BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION ESTABLISHED

UNDER SECTION 2010-1.

"COMMUNITY COLLEGE." AN INSTITUTION CREATED UNDER ARTICLE

XIX-A OR THE ACT OF AUGUST 24, 1963 (P.L.1132, NO.484), KNOWN AS

THE COMMUNITY COLLEGE ACT OF 1963.

"COUNCIL." THE PERFORMANCE-BASED FUNDING COUNCIL ESTABLISHED

UNDER SUBARTICLE C.

"DEPARTMENT." THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OF THE
COMMONWEALTH.
"FINANCIAL ATD." FUNDING TO HELP A STUDENT PAY FOR

POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION, INCLUDING GRANTS, WORK STUDY, TLOANS AND

SCHOLARSHIPS.

"HIGH-PRIORITY OCCUPATION." AN OCCUPATION IDENTIFIED BY THE

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUSTRY UNDER THE ACT OF DECEMBER 18,

2001 (P.L.949, NO.114), KNOWN AS THE WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT ACT.

"HIGHER EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP ILAW." THE ACT OF JANUARY 25,

1966 (1965 P.L.1546, NO.541), REFERRED TO AS THE HIGHER

EDUCATION SCHOLARSHTIP T.AW.

"INDEPENDENT INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION." AN

INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION WHICH IS OPERATED NOT FOR

PROFIT, TOCATED IN AND INCORPORATED OR CHARTERED BY THE

COMMONWEALTH AND ENTITLED TO CONFER DEGREES AS SPECIFIED IN 24

PA.C.S. § 6505 (RELATING TO POWER TO CONFER DEGREES) AND TO

APPLY TO ITSELF THE DESIGNATION "COLLEGE" OR "UNIVERSTITY" AS

PROVIDED FOR BY THE STANDARDS AND QUALTIFICATIONS PRESCRIBED BY

THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION UNDER 24 PA.C.S. CH. 65 (RELATING

TO PRIVATE COLLEGES, UNIVERSITIES AND SEMINARIES).

"INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION." AS DEFINED IN SECTION
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1501-1.

"INSTITUTIONAL AID." FINANCIAL ATID OFFERED TO AN ELIGIBLE

STUDENT DIRECTLY BY AN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION,

INCLUDING MERTT ATD, GIFT ATD AND ATHILETIC AWARDS.

"PELL GRANT." THE FEDERAL PELL GRANT OR ANY SUCCESSOR
PROGRAM.
"PENNSYIVANTA STATE GRANT." A GRANT OR SCHOLARSHIP AWARDED

UNDER THE HIGHER EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIP LAW.

"PRIVATE SCHOLARSHIP." FINANCIAL ATD AWARDS FUNDED BY

ENTITIES OTHER THAN THE FEDERAL OR STATE GOVERNMENT, INCLUDING

AWARDS BY COMPANIES, SERVICE GROUPS, FOUNDATIONS, ORGANIZATIONS

AND INDIVIDUALS.

"PUBLIC INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION." A STATE-OWNED

UNIVERSITY, COMMUNITY COLLEGE OR STATE-RELATED UNIVERSITY.

"STATE-OWNED UNIVERSTTY." AN INSTITUTION WHICH IS PART OF

THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION UNDER ARTICLE XX-A.

"STATE-RETLATED UNIVERSTITY." THE PENNSYIVANIA STATE

UNIVERSITY, THE UNIVERSITY OF PITTSBURGH, TEMPLE UNIVERSITY AND

LINCOLN UNIVERSITY.

"SYSTEM." THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION ESTABLISHED

UNDER ARTICLE XX-A.

SUBARTICLE B

COORDINATION OF HIGHER EDUCATION

SECTION 2010-L. STATE BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION.

(A) FESTABLISHMENT.--THE STATE BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION IS

ESTABLISHED WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT.

(B) PURPOSE.--THE PURPOSE OF THE BOARD IS TO PROVIDE

DIRECTTION, COORDINATION AND SUPPORT TO ENSURE THAT TINSTITUTTIONS

OF HIGHER EDUCATION FULLY MEET THE WORKFORCE AND ECONOMIC

DEVELOPMENT NEEDS OF THIS COMMONWEALTH AND ENSURE THAT ALL
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RESIDENTS OF THIS COMMONWEALTH HAVE ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE, WORLD-

CLASS POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION.

(C) MEMBERSHIP AND APPOINTMENT.--THE BOARD SHALL CONSTIST OF

THE VOTING MEMBERS SPECTIFIED TN THTS SUBSECTION. IN MAKTING

APPOINTMENTS TO THE BOARD, THE GOVERNOR SHALL ENSURE THAT THE

APPOINTEE IS A PENNSYLVANTA RESIDENT AND HAS THE BACKGROUND AND

EXPERIENCE SUITABLE FOR PERFORMING THE STATUTORY RESPONSIBILITY

OF A MEMBER OF THE BOARD. MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD SHALL BE AS

FOLLOWS :

(1) THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATION OR A DESIGNEE WHO SHALL

BE AN EMPLOYEE OF THE DEPARTMENT.

(2) THE SECRETARY OF TABOR AND INDUSTRY OR A DESIGNEE

WHO SHALL BE AN EMPLOYEE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND

INDUSTRY.

(3) ONE MEMBER OF THE SENATE APPOINTED BY THE PRESTIDENT

PRO TEMPORE OF THE SENATE OR A DESIGNEE WHO SHALL BE AN

EMPLOYEE OF THE SENATE.

(4) ONE MEMBER OF THE SENATE APPOINTED BY THE MINORITY

LEADER OF THE SENATE OR A DESIGNEE WHO SHALL BE AN EMPLOYEE

OF THE SENATE.

(5) ONE MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APPOINTED

BY THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OR A DESIGNEE

WHO SHALL BE AN EMPLOYEE OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

(6) ONE MEMBER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES APPOINTED

BY THE MINORITY LEADER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OR A

DESIGNEE WHO SHALL BE AN EMPLOYEE OF THE HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES.

(7) MEMBERS APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR, IN ACCORDANCE

WITH PARAGRAPH (8), AS FOLLOWS:

(I) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF A STATE-OWNED UNIVERSITY
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WHO MUST BE A PRESIDENT, ADMINISTRATOR OR LOCAL TRUSTEE.

(IT) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF

THE STATE SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUCATION.

(ITT) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF A COMMUNITY COLLEGE WHO

MUST BE A PRESTDENT, ADMINISTRATOR OR BOARD MEMBER.

(IV) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF AN INDEPENDENT

INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION WHO MUST BE A PRESIDENT,

ADMINISTRATOR OR BOARD MEMBER.

(V) FOUR REPRESENTATIVES, ONE FROM EACH STATE-

RELATED UNIVERSITY, WHO MUST BE PRESIDENTS, CHANCELILORS,

ADMINISTRATORS OR LOCAL TRUSTEES.

(VI) TWO REPRESENTATIVES OF A UNION REPRESENTING

EMPIOYEES AT PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION WHO

MAY NOT BE FROM THE SAME INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION

AS THE REPRESENTATIVES UNDER SUBPARAGRAPH (I) OR (ITIT).

(VIT) TWO REPRESENTATIVES OF BUSINESS.

(VITI) TWO STUDENT REPRESENTATIVES, ONE OF WHOM IS A

STUDENT AT AN INDEPENDENT INSTITUTION AND ONE OF WHOM IS

A STUDENT AT A PUBLIC INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.

(IX) ONE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE THADDEUS STEVENS

COLLEGE OF TECHNOLOGY.

(8) THE GOVERNOR SHALL MAKE THE APPOINTMENTS UNDER:

(I) PARAGRAPH (7) (ITT) FROM A LIST OF THREE NAMES

SUBMITTED BY THE PENNSYLVANIA COMMISSION FOR COMMUNITY

COLLEGES;

(IT) PARAGRAPH (7) (IV) FROM A LIST OF THREE NAMES

SUBMITTED BY THE ASSOCIATION OF INDEPENDENT COLLEGES AND

UNIVERSTTIES; AND

(ITT) PARAGRAPH (7) (VITI) FROM A LIST OF FIVE NAMES

SUBMITTED BY THE PENNSYLVANIA CHAMBER OF BUSINESS AND
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INDUSTRY.

(9) IF AN ENTITY UNDER PARAGRAPH (8) FAILS TO SUBMIT A

LIST WITHIN 20 DAYS OF THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BOARD OR QOF A

VACANCY OF A MEMBER UNDER PARAGRAPH (7), THE GOVERNOR SHATLTL

APPOINT A QUALTFTIED TINDIVIDUAL TO FILT THE VACANCY.

(D) TERM.--THE TERM OF OFFICE OF APPOINTED MEMBERS UNDER

SUBSECTION (C) (7)(I), (IT), (ITT), (IV), (V), (VIT) AND (IX)

SHALL BE FOR A PERIOD OF SIX YEARS OR UNTIL A SUCCESSOR IS

APPOINTED AND QUALIFIED, EXCEPT THAT, OF THE INITTIAT APPOINTEES,

THE GOVERNOR SHALL DESIGNATE THREE MEMBERS TO SERVE TERMS OF TWO

YEARS, FOUR MEMBERS TO SERVE TERMS OF FOUR YEARS AND FOUR

MEMBERS TO SERVE TERMS OF STIX YEARS. THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATION

AND THE SECRETARY OF LABOR AND TINDUSTRY SHALL SERVE AS TLONG AS

THEY CONTINUE IN OFFICE. MEMBERS OF THE BOARD APPOINTED BY THE

GENERAL ASSEMBLY SHALL SERVE A TERM OF OFFICE CONCURRENT WITH

THETR RESPECTIVE ELECTIVE TERMS AS MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL

ASSEMBLY. THE STUDENT MEMBERS APPOINTED BY THE GOVERNOR UNDER

SUBSECTION (C) (7) (VITT) SHALL SERVE A TERM OF TWO YEARS OR UPON

GRADUATION, SEPARATION OR FATILURE TO MAINTAIN GOOD ACADEMIC

STANDING AT THE INSTITUTION OF HTIGHER EDUCATION IN WHICH THE

STUDENTS ARE ENROLLED. THE MEMBERS UNDER SUBSECTION (C) (7) (VI)

MAY NOT SERVE MORE THAN ONE CONSECUTIVE TERM OF TWO YEARS AND

MAY NOT BE FROM THE SAME UNION.

(E) ORGANTIZATION.--THE GOVERNOR SHALL DESIGNATE A CHATIR AND

VICE CHATR OF THE BOARD. THE MEMBERS SHALL SELECT EFROM AMONG

THEMSELVES SUCH OFFICERS AS THEY DEEM NECESSARY.

(F) OQUORUM AND MEETINGS.—--—

(1) A MAJORITY OF MEMBERS SHALIL CONSTITUTE A QUORUM FOR

THE TRANSACTION OF ANY BUSINESS.

(2) THE BOARD SHALL MEET TO CONDUCT OFFTICIAL BUSINESS NO
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LESS THAN ONCE EVERY THREE MONTHS OR BY THE CALL OF THE

CHAIR.

(G)

EXPENSES.--MEMBERS SHALL RECEIVE NO COMPENSATION FOR

THETR SERVICES BUT SHALIL BE RETMBURSED FOR THE EXPENSES

NECESSARTLY TINCURRED BY THEM IN

THE PERFORMANCE OF THETIR DUTIES.

(H) INITTAT, APPOINTMENT AND

VACANCIES.—-—-AN APPOINTING

AUTHORITY SHALL APPOINT MEMBERS

TO THE BOARD WITHIN 30 DAYS OF

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BOARD.

IF A VACANCY OCCURS ON THE

BOARD, THE APPOINTING AUTHORITY

SHALL APPOINT A SUCCESSOR MEMBER

WITHIN 30 DAYS OF THE VACANCY.

(1)

REMOVAL OF BOARD MEMBERS.--AN APPOINTED MEMBER WHO FATLS

TO ATTEND THREE CONSECUTIVE BOARD MEETINGS SHALL FORFEIT THETIR

MEMBERSHTP ON THE BOARD, UNLESS THE CHATR, UPON WRITTEN REQUEST

FROM THE MEMBER, DETERMINES THAT THE MEMBER SHOULD BE EXCUSED

FROM A MEETING OR MEETINGS FOR GOOD CAUSE.

(J) ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES AND STAFF.--

(1) THE BOARD SHALL SELECT AN INDIVIDUAL TO SERVE AS THE

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR.

(2) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL, IN CONSULTATION WITH THE

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, PROVIDE ADMINTISTRATIVE SERVICES AND

ADDITTONAL STAFFE TO THE BOARD. THE BOARD SHALL BE ENTITLED TO

LEGAL COUNSEL AS DESIGNATED BY THE OFFICE OF GENERAL COUNSEL.

(K) APPTLICABILITY.-—-IN ADDITION TO ALT APPILTICABLE ILAWS,

REGULATIONS AND POLICIES, THE FOLLOWING ACTS SHALL APPLY TO THE

BOARD:
(1) THE ACT OF JULY 19, 1957 (P.L.1017, NO.451), KNOWN
AS THE STATE ADVERSE INTEREST ACT.
(2) THE ACT OF FEBRUARY 14, 2008 (P.L.6, NO.3), KNOWN AS

THE RIGHT-TO-KNOW LAW.

(3) THE PROVISTIONS OF 65 PA.C.S. CHS. 7 (RELATING TO
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OPEN MEETINGS) AND 11 (RELATING TO ETHICS STANDARDS AND

FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE) .

SECTION 2011-1,. POWERS AND DUTIES OF STATE BOARD OF HIGHER

EDUCATION.

(A) GENERATL RULE.--THE BOARD IS CHARGED WITH PROMOTING

QUALTITY, ACCESSIBLE AND AFFORDABLE POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION

THROUGHOUT THIS COMMONWEALTH BY DEVELOPING, PLANNING AND

ADVANCING THE HIGHER EDUCATION POLICY AGENDA OF THE COMMONWEALTH

TO ADDRESS THE CHALLENGES FACING PENNSYLVANIA.

(B) GENERAL POWERS.--THE BOARD SHALL HAVE AND MAY EXERCISE

ALL POWERS APPROPRIATE TO CARRY OUT AND EFFECTUATE THE BOARD'S

PURPOSES UNDER THIS ARTICLE, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO:

(1) ADOPT BYLAWS, IF NECESSARY.

(2) MAKE AND EXECUTE CONTRACTS, GRANTS AND OTHER

INSTRUMENTS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS ARTICLE.

(3) APPLY FOR AND RECEIVE MONEY FROM ANY SOURCE

CONSISTENT WITH THE PURPOSES OF THIS ARTICLE.

(4) ESTABLISH SUBCOMMITTEES AND ADVISORY COMMITTEES

COMPOSED AS THE CHATIR OR BOARD DEEMS NECESSARY.

(5) HOLD PUBLIC HEARINGS, SOLICIT PUBLIC COMMENT AND

SEEK STAKEHOLDER TINPUT ON THE DIRECTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION

IN THIS COMMONWEALTH.

(6) PERFORM OTHER OPERATIONAL ACTIVITIES NECESSARY OR

APPROPRIATE TO FURTHER THE PURPOSES OF THIS ARTICLE.

(C) DUTIES.-—-THE BOARD SHALL PERFORM ALL DUTIES APPROPRIATE

TO CARRY OUT AND EFFECTUATE THE BOARD'S PURPOSES UNDER THIS

ARTICLE, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO:

(1) DEVELOP AND ADVANCE A HTGHER EDUCATION STRATEGIC

PLAN AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS THAT PROMOTE GREATER

POSTSECONDARY ACCESS, QUALITY, AFFORDABILITY AND
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ACCOUNTABILITY.

(2) DEVELOP POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS, INCLUDING:

(I) NEW PROGRAMS TO ALIGN TO WORKFORCE NEEDS.

(I7) EFFICIENT AND EFFECTIVE USE OF STATE MONEY FOR

HIGHER EDUCATION.

(3) (I) CREATE AND MATINTAIN A DATABASE FOR THE

COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS OF POSTSECONDARY DATA TO INFORM

THE BOARD'S POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS AND ASSESS THE

PROGRESS OF THE STRATEGIC PLAN GOALS, INCLUDING

POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION AND WORKFORCE OUTCOMES.

(IT) DATA COLLECTION UNDER THIS PARAGRAPH SHALL BE

LIMITED AND REDUCED TO THE EXTENT FEASTBLE.

(ITT) TO THE EXTENT POSSIBLE, THE BOARD SHALL

PRIORITIZE COLLECTING INFORMATION FROM DATA REPORTED TO

FEDERATL AND STATE ENTITIES AND ACCREDITING AGENCIES.

(IV) ANNUALLY, THE BOARD SHALL REPORT POSTSECONDARY

DATA ELEMENTS COLLECTED FROM INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER

EDUCATION UNDER THIS PARAGRAPH. THE REPORT SHALL BE

TRANSMITTED TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY AND POSTED ON THE

BOARD'S PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE INTERNET WEBSITE.

(V) THE PROVISIONS OF SECTION 118 SHALL NOT APPLY TO

DATA COLLECTED UNDER THIS PARAGRAPH.

(4) PROMOTE THE COORDINATION AND COOPERATION OF

INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION TO INCREASE POSTSECONDARY

CREDENTIALS AND DEGREES TO:

(1) INCREASE BROAD ACCESS TO HIGH QUALITY AND

AFFORDABLE POSTSECONDARY CREDENTIALS AND DEGREES.

(I7) PROMOTE THE SEAMIESS TRANSFER OF CREDITS AND

CREDENTIALS, INCLUDING INCREASTING COMMUNITY COLLEGE

TRANSFERS TO INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION.
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(ITT) UTILIZE DUAL-ENROLLMENT CREDIT TO CREATE

STRONG PATHWAYS TO POSTSECONDARY EDUCATION AND REDUCE

TIME TO DEGREE.

(Iv) MEET THE ECONOMIC AND WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT

NEEDS OF THIS COMMONWEATLTH WITH A FOCUS ON MEETING THE

NEEDS OF CURRENT AND FUTURE HIGH-PRIORITY OCCUPATIONS.

(5) TN CONJUNCTION WITH THE K-12 SECTOR, COORDINATE

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT SECTORS, WITH

A FOCUS ON MEETING THE NEEDS OF HIGH-PRIORITY OCCUPATIONS, TO

DEVELOP AFFORDABLE PATHWAYS TO POSTSECONDARY CREDENTIALS THAT

ARE ALIGNED TO CURRENT AND FUTURE WORKEFORCE AND ECONOMIC

NEEDS.

(6) ESTABLISH THE COUNCIIL TO CARRY OUT THE PURPOSES OF

SUBARTICLE C.

(7) AT THE REQUEST OF AN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER

EDUCATION, ASSIST INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION WITH

ASSESSING THETR FISCAL HEALTH AND PROVIDE TECHNICAL SUPPORT.

(8) RECOMMEND TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY EMPLOYER

INCENTIVES TO ASSIST EMPLOYEES WITH ATTAINING SKILLS BY

FOCUSING ON CAREER AND TECHNICAT DEGREE PROGRAMS TN HIGH-

PRIORITY OCCUPATIONS.

(9) DEVELOP RECOMMENDATIONS FOR REPURPOSING AND REDUCING

UNDER-UTILIZED FACILITIES AND MAXIMIZING THEIR USE.

(D) TRANSFER OF POWERS AND DUTIES.--

(1) ALL POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE STATE BOARD OF

EDUCATION AND THE COUNCIL OF HIGHER EDUCATION UNDER ARTICLE

XIX-A SHALL BE TRANSFERRED TO THE BOARD. THIS PARAGRAPH DOES

NOT APPLY TO ANY APPITCATTION FOR A WITHDRAWAL OF SPONSORSHIP

UNDER SECTION 1910-A FILED PRIOR TO THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF

THIS PARAGRAPH.
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(2) ALL POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE STATE BOARD OF

EDUCATION AND THE COUNCIL OF HIGHER EDUCATION UNDER ARTICLE

XXVI-B RELATED TO COMMUNITY COLLEGES SHALL BE TRANSFERRED TO

THE BOARD.

(3) ALL FILES, RECORDS, CONTRACTS, AGREEMENTS AND OTHER

MATERIALS WHICH ARE USED BY THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION OR

THE COUNCIL OF HIGHER EDUCATION IN CONNECTION WITH THE

POWERS, DUTIES OR FUNCTIONS EXERCISED BY THE STATE BOARD OF

EDUCATION OR THE COUNCIL OF HIGHER EDUCATION RELATED TO

COMMUNITY COLLEGES ARE HEREBY TRANSFERRED TO THE BOARD.

(4) A REGULATION ADOPTED UNDER ARTICLE XTX-A SHALL BE

ENFORCED BY THE BOARD IN COLLABORATION WITH THE STATE BOARD

OF EDUCATION AND SHALIL CONTINUE TO HAVE THE SAME FORCE AND

EFFECT UNTIL MODIFTIED OR REVISED BY THE BOARD. THE BOARD MAY

PROMULGATE REGULATIONS IN ORDER TO IMPLEMENT THIS SUBSECTION.

(5) THE BOARD, IN CONSULTATION WITH THE STATE BOARD OF

EDUCATION, SHALL MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE GOVERNOR AND

GENERAL ASSEMBLY NO IATER THAN MAY 1, 2025, REGARDING THE

APPROPRIATE DELINEATION OF ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE

BOARD, STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION AND DEPARTMENT RELATED TO

HIGHER EDUCATION, INCLUDING RECOMMENDED LEGISLATION TO UPDATE

ARTICLES XIX-A AND XXVI-B, AND OTHER RELATED PROVISIONS OF

THIS ACT.

(E) COORDINATION WITH STATE AND LOCAL ENTITIES.--THE BOARD

SHALL:

(1) IN CONSULTATION WITH THE DEPARTMENT, PROMOTE STRONG

PATHWAYS FROM GRADES K-12 THROUGH POSTSECONDARY CREDENTIALS

AND DEGREES.

(2) IN CONSULTATION WITH THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION,

PROMOTE GREATER POSTSECONDARY ACCESS, QUALITY AND
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AFFORDABILITY, INCILUDING THE USE AND QUALTITY OF DUAL CREDIT,

APPRENTICESHIPS AND CAREER AND TECHNICAL PATHWAYS.

(3) IN CONSULTATION WITH THE PENNSYLVANIA WORKFORCE

DEVELOPMENT BOARD AND TLOCAL WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT BOARDS,

SUPPORT TINSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION TO OFFER PROGRAMS IN

HIGH-PRIORITY OCCUPATIONS AND APPRENTICESHIPS THAT MEET THTIS

COMMONWEALTH'S CURRENT AND FUTURE WORKFORCE NEEDS.

(4) IN CONSULTATION WITH THE STATE BOARD OF PRIVATE

LICENSED SCHOOLS, MAKE LEGISLATIVE RECOMMENDATIONS RELATED TO

THE ACT OF DECEMBER 15, 1986 (P.L.1585, NO.174), KNOWN AS THE

PRIVATE LICENSED SCHOOLS ACT.

(F) CLOSURE OF INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION.--

(1) NO LATER THAN JULY 1, 2026, THE BOARD SHALL DEVELOP

PROCEDURES FOR AN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION TO FOLLOW

WHEN THE INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION, WHETHER OR NOT

CHARTERED IN THIS COMMONWEALTH, PROPOSES TAKING ACTION TO

DISCONTINUE OPERATIONS. THE PROCEDURES SHALL INCLUDE A PLAN

FOR THE ORDERLY CLOSURE OF THE INSTITUTION OF HIGHER

EDUCATION, INCLUDING, BUT NOT LIMITED TO, A TEACH-OUT PLAN,

PRESERVATION AND ACCESSIBILITY OF STUDENT AND ADMINISTRATIVE

RECORDS, AND NOTIFICATION TO EMPLOYEES AS REQUIRED BY 29

U.S.C. CH. 23 (RELATING TO WORKER ADJUSTMENT AND RETRAINING

NOTIFTICATION) .

(2) THE BOARD MAY, CONTINGENT ON THE AVAILABILITY OF

FUNDS, ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH A THTRD PARTY TO

ESTABLISH A CENTRALIZED REPOSITORY OF STUDENT AND EMPLOYEE

RECORDS FOR AN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION THAT CLOSES

AND FATLS TO PLACE STUDENT RECORDS INTO A READTILY ACCESSIBLE

DEPOSTITORY. AN INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION PROPOSING TO

DISCONTINUE OPERATIONS MAY REQUEST ASSISTANCE FROM THE BOARD
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RELATING TO DISCONTINUANCE OF THE INSTITUTION OF HIGHER

EDUCATION'S OPERATIONS.

(3) TO THE EXTENT PERMITTED BY FEDERAL AND STATE LAW,

COMMONWEALTH FUNDS MAY BE WITHHELD FROM AN INSTITUTION OF

HIGHER EDUCATION PROVIDED THAT:

(I) NO FUNDS MAY BE WITHHELD PRIOR TO THE

INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION'S FORMAL VOTE AND

SUBSEQUENT NOTIFICATION OF CLOSURE.

(IT) NO FUNDS MAY BE WITHHELD FROM SERVICES WHICH

HAVE BEEN PREVIOUSLY PROVIDED OR WILL BE PROVIDED PRIOR

TO THE DATE OF CLOSURE.

(ITT) NO FUNDS PROVIDED FOR STUDENT FINANCIAL ATD

MAY BE WITHHELD ON THE BASTS OF THIS SECTION PRIOR TO THE

DATE OF CLOSURE OR AT SUCH TIME THAT THE STUDENT IS NO

LONGER ENROLLED AT THE INSTITUTION OF HIGHER EDUCATION.

SECTION 2012-T,.. ANNUAL FUNDING REQUEST.

IN ADDITION TO THE SUBMISSION REQUIRED UNDER SECTION 610 OF

THE ACT OF APRIL 9, 1929 (P.L.177, NO.175), KNOWN AS THE

ADMINISTRATIVE CODE OF 1929, A PUBLIC INSTITUTION OF HIGHER

EDUCATION SHATT PROVIDE A COPY OF ITS BUDGET REQUEST TO THE

BOARD.

SECTION 2013-1I,. TIONG-TERM STRATEGIC PLANNING.

(A) DEVELOPMENT OF STRATEGIC PLAN.--THE BOARD SHALL BE

RESPONSIBLE FOR DEVELOPING A HIGHER EDUCATION STRATEGIC PLAN FOR

THE COMMONWEALTH WHICH SHALL:

(1) IDENTTIEY TONG-TERM, MEASURABLE GOALS AND PROVIDE

STRATEGIES FOR IMPLEMENTING THOSE GOALS.

(2) ASSESS THE HIGHER EDUCATION NEEDS OF THIS

COMMONWEALTH AS WELL AS EACH REGION OF THTIS COMMONWEALTH.

(3) INCLUDE COMPONENTS REQUIRED OF THE MASTER PLAN FOR
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HIGHER EDUCATION UNDER SECTION 2603-B(H).

(B) ADOPTION OF STRATEGIC PLAN.--NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 1,

2025, THE BOARD SHALL ADOPT A HIGHER EDUCATION STRATEGIC PLAN.

THE PTAN SHATLL BE REVIEWED AND REVISED, AS NECESSARY, EVERY FIVE

YEARS.

(C) CONSULTATION.--IN DEVELOPMENT OF THE STRATEGIC PLAN, THE

BOARD SHALL:

(1) CONSULT WITH AND SEEK INPUT FROM STAKEHOLDERS.

(2) MAKE THE STRATEGIC PLAN AVAILABLE FOR REVIEW AND

PUBLIC COMMENT FOR A PERIOD OF NOT LESS THAN 30 DAYS.

(3) HOLD AT LEAST SIX REGIONAL PUBRLIC HEARINGS AS PART

OF THE PUBLIC COMMENT PROCESS UNDER PARAGRAPH (2).

(D) ANNUAL REPORTS.--BEGINNING MAY 1, 2026, AND EACH MAY 1

THEREAFTER, THE BOARD SHALIL DEVELOP AN ANNUAL REPORT WHTICH SHATL

INCLUDE AN UPDATE ON THE PROGRESS OF THE TIMPLEMENTATION OF THE

HIGHER EDUCATION STRATEGIC PLAN. AS PART OF THE FTIRST ANNUAL

REPORT, THE BOARD SHALL INCLUDE A REVIEW AND MAKE

RECOMMENDATIONS RELATED TO THE EFFICACY OF THE STRUCTURE AND

OPERATION OF THE BOARD.

(E) TRANSMITTATL OF STRATEGIC PTAN AND ANNUAL REPORTS.--THE

BOARD SHALL POST THE STRATEGIC PTAN AND ANNUAL REPORTS ON TITS

PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE INTERNET WEBSTITE AND TRANSMIT THEM TO THE

FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS:

(1) THE GOVERNOR.

(2) THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

(3) THE PRESIDENT OF EACH INSTITUTION OF HIGHER

EDUCATION.

(4) THE PRESTDENT OF EACH BARGAINING UNIT THAT

REPRESENTS EMPLOYEES AT INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDUCATION.

SECTION 11. THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IMMEDIATELY.
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