PRIOR PRINTER'S NO. 1611 PRINTER'S NO. 1953

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1100 %2°

INTRODUCED BY MASTRIANO, ARGALL, BROWN, HUTCHINSON AND AUMENT,

MAY 17, 2024

SENATOR ARGALL, EDUCATION, AS AMENDED, OCTOBER 9, 2024
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AN ACT

Amending the act of March 10, 1949 (P.L.30, No.1l4), entitled "An

act relating to the public school system, including certain
provisions applicable as well to private and parochial
schools; amending, revising, consolidating and changing the
laws relating thereto," in terms and courses of study,

forther—providing—for REPEALING PROVISIONS RELATING TO <--
Holocaust, genocide and human rights violations instruction
AND PROVIDING FOR HOLOCAUST, GENOCIDE AND HUMAN RIGHTS <--

VIOLATIONS INSTRUCTION REQUIRED.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:
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SECTION 1. SECTION 1554 OF THE ACT OF MARCH 10, 1949 <--
(P.L.30, NO.14), KNOWN AS THE PUBLIC SCHOOL CODE OF 1949, IS
REPEALED:

[SECTION 1554. HOLOCAUST, GENOCIDE AND HUMAN RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS INSTRUCTION.-- (A) (1) BEGINNING WITH SCHOOL YEAR
2015-2016, EACH SCHOOL ENTITY MAY OFFER INSTRUCTION IN THE
HOLOCAUST, GENOCIDE AND HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS TO STUDENTS. THE
INSTRUCTION SHALL BE INTEGRATED WITHIN THE SOCIAL STUDIES AND
LANGUAGE ARTS COURSES OF STUDY REQUIRED IN ACCORDANCE WITH STATE
BOARD OF EDUCATION REGULATIONS. INSTRUCTION MAY ALSO BE
INTEGRATED INTO OTHER APPROPRIATE COURSES OF STUDY.

(2) THE HOLOCAUST, GENOCIDE AND HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS
INSTRUCTION PERMITTED PURSUANT TO PARAGRAPH (1) SHALL:

(I) BE AGE APPROPRIATE.

(II) BE SEQUENTIAL IN METHOD OF STUDY.

(III) COMMUNICATE THE CONNECTION BETWEEN NATIONAL, ETHNIC,
RACIAL OR RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE AND THE SUBJECTS DESCRIBED IN
SUBSECTION (B) .

(IV) COMMUNICATE THE IMPACT OF PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY,
CIVIC ENGAGEMENT AND SOCIETAL RESPONSE WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF THE
SUBJECTS DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (B).

(3) SCHOOL ENTITIES MAY UTILIZE ANY APPROPRIATE PUBLIC OR

202405SB1100PN1953 -7 -
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19 GENOCIDE AND OTHER GENOCIDES COMMITTED IN AFRICA, ASIA AND

20 EUROPE.

21

22

23 RIGHTS.

24

25 WITH ORGANIZATIONS AND INDIVIDUALS THAT PROVIDE EDUCATIONAL

26 EXPERTISE AND RESOURCES RELATED TO THE HOLOCAUST, GENOCIDE AND

27

28

29 NECESSARY TO ADEQUATELY EDUCATE STUDENTS ON THE HOLOCAUST,

30 GENOCIDE AND HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS.
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29 VIOLATIONS 1S OFFERED BY SCHOOL ENTITIES IN THIS COMMONWEALTH.
30 IN CONDUCTING THE STUDY, THE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION SHALL
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REQUIRE SCHOOL ENTITIES TO OFFER INSTRUCTION IN THE HOLOCAUST,
GENOCIDE AND HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS THAT IS CONSISTENT WITH
SUBSECTIONS (A) AND (B), IF THE STUDY CONDUCTED BY THE STATE
BOARD OF EDUCATION UNDER PARAGRAPH (1) DEMONSTRATES THAT LESS
THAN NINETY PERCENT OF THE SCHOOL ENTITIES ARE OFFERING
INSTRUCTION IN THE HOLOCAUST, GENOCIDE AND HUMAN RIGHTS
VIOLATIONS CONSISTENT WITH SUBSECTIONS (A) AND (B).

(3) ADOPT RULES AND REGULATIONS NECESSARY FOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS SECTION PURSUANT TO THE "REGULATORY
REVIEW ACT."

(G) FOR PURPOSES OF THIS SECTION, THE TERM "SCHOOL ENTITY"
SHALL MEAN A SCHOOL DISTRICT, CHARTER SCHOOL, REGIONAL CHARTER
SCHOOL, CYBER CHARTER SCHOOL, INTERMEDIATE UNIT OR AREA CAREER
AND TECHNICAL SCHOOL. ]

SECTION 2. THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDING A SECTION TO READ:

SECTION 1554.1 HOLOCAUST, GENOCIDE AND HUMAN RIGHTS

VIOLATIONS INSTRUCTION REQUIRED.--(A) (1) BEGINNING WITH

SCHOOL YEAR 2025-2026, A SCHOOL ENTITY SHALL OFFER INSTRUCTION

IN THE HOLOCAUST, GENOCIDE AND HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS TO

STUDENTS. THE TINSTRUCTION SHATT BE INTEGRATED WITHIN THE SOCTAL

STUDIES AND LANGUAGE ARTS CQOURSES OF STUDY REQUIRED IN

ACCORDANCE WITH STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION REGULATIONS.

INSTRUCTION MAY ALSO BE INTEGRATED INTO OTHER APPROPRIATE

COURSES OF STUDY.

(2) THE HOLOCAUST, GENOCIDE AND HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS

INSTRUCTION UNDER PARAGRAPH (1) SHALL:

(1) BE AGE APPROPRIATE.

(IT) BE SEQUENTIAL IN METHOD OF STUDY.

(ITT) COMMUNICATE THE CONNECTION BETWEEN NATTIONAL, ETHNIC,

RACIAL OR RELIGIOUS INTOLERANCE AND THE SUBJECTS DESCRIBED IN
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SUBSECTION (B).

(IV) COMMUNICATE THE IMPACT OF PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY,

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT AND SOCIETAL RESPONSE WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF THE

SUBJECTS DESCRIBED IN SUBSECTION (B).

(3) A SCHOOL ENTITY MAY UTILIZE APPROPRIATE PUBLIC OR

PRIVATE MATERIALS, PERSONNEL AND OTHER RESOURCES IN DEVELOPING

AND TMPLEMENTING THE INSTRUCTION UNDER PARAGRAPH (1) . THE

DEPARTMENT SHALL MAKE AVATITLABLE INFORMATION ABOUT APPROPRIATE

CURRICULUM MATERIALS TO SCHOOL ENTITIES. A SCHOOL ENTITY MAY

UTILIZE ANY CURRICULUM THAT COMPLIES WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF

THIS SUBSECTION.

(B) (1) THE DEPARTMENT SHATT REVIEW AND UPDATE EXTSTING

CURRICULUM GUIDELINES AS NECESSARY. THE GUIDELINES SHALL

ENCOURAGE THE INCLUSION OF THE FOLLOWING SUBJECTS WHERE

APPROPRIATE IN THE INSTRUCTION:

(I) THE BREADTH OF THE HISTORY OF THE HOLOCAUST, INCLUDING

THE THIRD RETICH DICTATORSHIP, CONCENTRATION CAMP SYSTEM,

PERSECUTION OF JEWS AND NON-JEWS, JEWISH AND NON-JEWISH

RESISTANCE AND POST-WORLD WAR II TRIALS.

(I7) THE DEFINITION, HISTORY, RESPONSE AND ACTIONS TAKEN IN

THE FACE OF GENOCIDE, INCLUDING THE HOLOCAUST AND ANY OTHER

GENOCIDE PERPETRATED AGAINST HUMANITY, INCLUDING THE RWANDAN

GENOCIDE AND OTHER GENOCIDES COMMITTED IN AFRICA, ASTA AND

EUROPE.

(ITIT) HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS.

(IV) ANTT-SEMITISM, RACTISM AND THE ABRIDGMENT OF CIVIL

RIGHTS.

(2) THE DEPARTMENT SHATLT WORK TN CONSULTATION WITH

ORGANIZATIONS AND TINDIVIDUALS THAT PROVIDE EDUCATIONAL EXPERTISE

AND RESOURCES RELATED TO THE HOLOCAUST, GENOCIDE AND HUMAN
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RIGHTS VIOLATIONS TO REVIEW AND UPDATE EXISTING CURRICULUM

GUIDELINES AS NECESSARY. THE GUIDELINES SHALL STATE THE MINIMUM

AMOUNT OF INSTRUCTION NECESSARY TO ADEQUATELY EDUCATE STUDENTS

ON THE HOLOCAUST, GENOCIDE AND HUMAN RTIGHTS VIOLATTIONS. THE

GUIDELINES SHALL BE POSTED ON THE DEPARTMENT'S PUBLICLY

ACCESSIBLE INTERNET WEBSITE.

(C) BEGINNING WITH THE 2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR, THE DEPARTMENT

SHALL MAKE AVAILABLE TO SCHOOL ENTITIES IN-SERVICE TRAINING

PROGRAMS BASED UPON THE INSTRUCTION PROVIDED FOR UNDER

SUBSECTION (A) AND THE CURRICULUM GUIDELINES ESTABLISHED

PURSUANT TO SUBSECTION (B).

(D) (1) BEGINNING WITH THE 2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR, A SCHOOL

ENTITY PROVIDING INSTRUCTION UNDER SUBSECTION (A) SHALL PROVIDE

AS PART OF ITS IN-SERVICE TRAINING PROGRAMS ON THE HOLOCAUST,

GENOCIDE AND HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS FOR ALL INSTRUCTORS WHOSE

TEACHING RESPONSIBILITIES INCLUDE COURSES OF STUDY IN WHICH

INSTRUCTION CONCERNING THE HOLOCAUST, GENOCIDE AND HUMAN RIGHTS

VIOLATIONS IS INTEGRATED. A SCHOOL ENTITY MAY UTILIZE THE

PROGRAMS MADE AVATILABLE BY THE DEPARTMENT OR USE OTHER

ALTERNATTIVE PROGRAMS THAT ARE CONSTISTENT WITH THTIS SECTTION.

(2) AN EMPLOYE REQUIRED TO COMPLETE CONTINUING PROFESSTIONAL

EDUCATION UNDER SECTION 1205.2 SHALL RECEIVE CREDIT TOWARD THE

CONTINUING PROFESSTIONAL EDUCATION REQUIREMENTS WHERE THE

TRAINING PROGRAM PROVIDED UNDER PARAGRAPH (1) HAS BEEN APPROVED

BY THE DEPARTMENT.

(B) THE DEPARTMENT SHALL PROVIDE THE GUIDELINES, IN-SERVICE

TRAINING AND ANY OTHER MATERIALS DEVELOPED IN ACCORDANCE WITH

THTS SECTION TO A NONPUBLIC SCHOOL WITHIN THTS COMMONWEALTH UPON

RECETIVING A REQUEST FROM THE NONPUBLIC SCHOOL.

(F) (1) BEGINNING WITH THE 2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR AND EACH

202405SB1100PN1953 - 13 -



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30

SCHOOL YEAR THEREAFTER, A SCHOOL ENTITY SHALL POST ON THE SCHOOL

ENTITY'S PUBLICLY ACCESSIBLE INTERNET WEBSITE AN INTERNET LINK

OR TITLE FOR RESOURCES USED BY THE SCHOOL ENTITY FOR HOLOCAUST,

GENOCIDE AND HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATTONS INSTRUCTION, A COURSE

SYLTABUS OR A WRITTEN SUMMARY OF THE HOLOCAUST, GENOCIDE AND

HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS CURRICULUM OFFERED BY THE SCHOOL ENTITY.

(2) THE CHIEF SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR OR A DESIGNEE SHALL

IMPLEMENT THIS SUBSECTION.

(3) THIS SUBSECTION SHALL NOT BE CONSTRUED TO REQUIRE A

SCHOOL ENTITY TO VIOLATE THE COPYRIGHT, TRADEMARK OR OTHER

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHT OF THE CREATOR OR OWNER OF THE

CURRICULUM.

(G) AS USED IN THIS SECTION, THE FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES

SHALL HAVE THE MEANINGS GIVEN TO THEM IN THIS SUBSECTION UNLESS

THE CONTEXT CLEARLY INDICATES OTHERWISE:

"ANTI-SEMITISM." A CERTAIN PERCEPTION OF JEWS, WHICH MAY BE

EXPRESSED AS HATRED TOWARD JEWS, IN THE FORM OF RHETORICAL AND

PHYSICAL MANIFESTATIONS DIRECTED TOWARD JEWISH OR NON-JEWISH

INDIVIDUALS, THETR PROPERTY, JEWISH COMMUNITY TNSTITUTTIONS OR

RELTIGIOUS FACILITIES.

"DEPARTMENT." THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OF THE
COMMONWEATLTH.
"GENOCIDE." THE TERM INCLUDES ANY OF THE FOLLOWING ACTS

COMMITTED WITH THE INTENT TO DESTROY, IN WHOLE OR IN PART, A

NATIONAL, ETHNIC, RACIAL OR RELIGIOUS GROUP:

(1) KILLING MEMBERS OF THE GROUP.

(2) CAUSING SERIOUS BODILY OR MENTAL HARM TO MEMBERS OF THE

GROUP.

(3) DELTIBERATELY INFLTCTING ON THE GROUP CONDITIONS OF LIFE

CALCULATED TO BRING ABOUT THE GROUP'S PHYSTCAL DESTRUCTION, IN
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WHOLE OR IN PART.

(4) IMPOSING MEASURES INTENDED TO PREVENT BIRTHS WITHIN THE

GROUP.

(5) FORCIBLY TRANSFERRING CHILDREN OF THE GROUP TO ANOTHER

GROUP.

"HOLOCAUST." THE SYSTEMATIC, STATE-SPONSORED PERSECUTION AND

ATTEMPTED ANNTHTLATION OF JEWISH INDIVIDUALS AND OTHER GROUPS BY

THE NAZI REGIME IN GERMANY BETWEEN 1933 AND 1945, WHICH RESULTED

IN THE MURDER OF APPROXIMATELY STIX MILLION (6,000,000) JEWISH

INDIVIDUALS AND FIVE MILLION (5,000,000) OTHER INDIVIDUALS.

"SCHOOL ENTITY." A SCHOOL DISTRICT, CHARTER SCHOOL, REGIONAL

CHARTER SCHOOL, CYBER CHARTER SCHOOL, INTERMEDIATE UNIT OR AREA

CARFEER AND TECHNICATL SCHOOL.

SECTION 3. THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT AS FOLLOWS:

(1) THE REPEAL OF SECTION 1554 OF THE ACT SHALL TAKE
EFFECT JUNE 30, 2025.

(2) THE REMAINDER OF THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT

IMMEDIATELY.
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