HOUSE AMENDED

PRTOR PRINTER'S NOS. 1476, 1781, 1941 PRINTER'S No. 1949

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 1118 “%°

INTRODUCED BY STEFANO, COSTA, FLYNN, COMITTA, CAPPELLETTI,

DILLON, KEARNEY AND A. WILLIAMS, APRIL 2, 2024

AS RE-REPORTED FROM COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS, HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES, AS AMENDED, OCTOBER 8, 2024
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AN ACT

Amending Titles 42 (Judiciary and Judicial Procedure) and 75

(Vehicles) of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, in
magisterial district judges, further providing for
adjudication alternative program; in licensing of drivers,
further providing fef—dfTVefs—feqﬁifed—%e—be—%Teeﬁsed— for <--
suspension of operating privilege, for suspension of
operating privilege for failure to respond to citation and
for driving while operating privilege is suspended or
revoked, providing for driving while operating privilege is
suspended for certain other offenses, for relief from
administrative suspension and for relief from administrative
suspension participation requirements; in fees, further
providing for reinstatement of operating privilege or wvehicle
registration; and, in penalties and disposition of fines,
further providing for inability to pay fine and costs.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

hereby enacts as follows:
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SECTION 1. SECTION 1520(A) OF TITLE 42 OF THE PENNSYLVANIA <--
CONSOLIDATED STATUTES IS AMENDED TO READ:

§ 1520. ADJUDICATION ALTERNATIVE PROGRAM.

(A) GENERAL RULE.--EXCEPT FOR CASES CHARGING OFFENSES UNDER
[TITLES 75 (RELATING TO VEHICLES) AND] 34 PA.C.S. (RELATING TO
GAME) , THE MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT JUDGE MAY, UPON HEARING THE
FACTS OF A CASE, ADMIT TO AN APPROPRIATE ADJUDICATION
ALTERNATIVE AUTHORIZED BY THIS SECTION PERSONS CHARGED WITH
SUMMARY OFFENSES. THE DEFENDANT SHALL NOT BE REQUIRED TO PLEAD
GUILTY TO BE ACCEPTED BY THE MAGISTERIAL DISTRICT JUDGE INTO THE

PROGRAM. ACCEPTANCE OF PARTICIPATION IN AN ALTERNATIVE

20240SB1118PN1945 -4 -



1 AUTHORIZED BY THIS SECTION SHALL BE CONSIDERED A FIRST

2 CONVICTION FOR THE PURPOSE OF COMPUTING WHETHER A SUBSEQUENT
3 CONVICTION OF AN OFFENSE SHALL BE CONSIDERED A SECOND OR

4 SUBSEQUENT CONVICTION.

5 * k%

6 SECTION 2. SECTION 1533(A), (C) AND (D) OF TITLE 75 ARE

7 AMENDED AND THE SECTION IS AMENDED BY ADDING A SUBSECTION TO

8 READ:

9 § 1533. Suspension of operating privilege for failure to
10 respond to citation.
11 (a) Violations within Commonwealth.--The department shall

12 suspend the operating privilege of any person who [has failed to
13 respond to a citation or summons to appear before an issuing

14 authority or a court of competent jurisdiction of this

15 Commonwealth for any violation of this title, other than

16 parking, or who has failed to pay any fine, costs or restitution
17 dimposed by an issuing authority or such courts for violation of
18 this title, other than parking, upon being duly notified by an

19 dissuing authority or a court of this Commonwealth.], upon being

20 duly notified by an issuing authority or a court of competent

21 Jurisdiction of this Commonwealth, has failed to take any of the

22 following actions:

23 (1) Respond to a citation or summons to appear before

24 the issuing authority or court for a violation of this title,

25 other than parking.

26 (2) Pay any fine, costs or restitution imposed by the

27 issuing authority or court for a violation of this title,

28 other than parking.

29 3—Sueecessfulty—complete—aprogramof community service <--
30 as—speeified—under—svbseetion—fteb—{I i~
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(A.1) EXCEPTION WHEN UNABLE TO PAY FINES, COSTS OR <--

RESTITUTION.—-—

(1) PRIOR TO SUSPENDING THE OPERATING PRIVILEGE OF A

PERSON UNDER SUBSECTION (A) (2), AN ISSUING AUTHORITY OR A

COURT OF COMPETENT JURISDICTION OF THIS COMMONWEALTH SHALL

PROCEED UNDER 42 PA.C.S. § 9730 (RELATING TO PAYMENT OF COURT

COSTS, RESTITUTION AND FINES).

(2) A PERSON SHALIL NOT HAVE THE PERSON'S OPERATING

PRIVILEGE SUSPENDED SOLELY FOR VIOLATTION OF SUBSECTION (A) (2)

UNLESS THE ISSUING AUTHORITY OR COURT DETERMINES THAT THE

PERSON IS ABLE TO PAY THE FINES, COSTS OR RESTITUTION

IMPOSED.

(3) Neither the issuing authorityv nor the court may

waive or reduce under this subsection costs imposed under

section 1101 of the act of November 24, 1998 (P.L.882,

No.111), known as the Crime Victims Act.

*x K* *

20240SB1118PN1945 - 6 -



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30

(c) Time for responding to notice.--At least [15] 30 days <--
before an issuing authority or court notifies the department to
impose a suspension pursuant to subsection (a), the issuing
authority or court shall notify the person in writing of the

requirement to frespond to the citation OR SUMMONS and} pay all <--

fines, restitution and penalties imposed by the issuing

authority or court. The notice shall include information

regarding all of the following:

(1) The ability to pay all fines, restitution and

penalties by installment pavments.

(2) The abilitv to enter and complete a community

service reguirement in lieu of payvment of all fines,

restitution and penalties.

(d) Period of suspension.--The suspension shall continue
until such person shall [respond to the citation, summons or
writ, as the case may be, and pay all fines, restitution and
penalties imposed or enter into an agreement to make installment
payments for the fines, restitution and penalties imposed
provided that the suspension may be reimposed by the department
if the defendant fails to make regular installment payments and,
if applicable, pay the fee prescribed in section 1960 (relating
to reinstatement of operating privilege or vehicle

registration) .] take &tF ANY of the following actions: <--

JARY n 4+ 1 sy s C r
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(1) RESPOND TO THE CITATION, SUMMONS OR WRITING. <--

(2) PAY ALL FINES, RESTITUTION AND PENALTIES IMPOSED BY

THE TSSUING AUTHORITY OR COURT.

(3) ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT TO MAKE INSTALILMENT PAYMENTS

FOR ALL FINES, RESTITUTION AND PENALTIES IMPOSED BY THE

ISSUING AUTHORITY OR COURT. THE DEPARTMENT MAY RETMPOSE THE

SUSPENSTON TF THE PERSON FATLS TO MAKE REGULAR INSTALLMENT

PAYMENTS ONLY TF THE TSSUING AUTHORITY OR COURT HAS

DETERMINED THAT THE PERSON IS ABLE TO PAY TN ACCORDANCE WITH

42 PA.C.S. § 9730.

(4) IN ACCORDANCE WITH 42 PA.C.S. § 9730, ENTER INTO A

PROGRAM OF COMMUNITY SERVICE APPROVED BY THE ISSUING

AUTHORITY OR COURT IN LTIEU OF PAYMENT. THE DEPARTMENT MAY

REIMPOSE THE SUSPENSTION TF THE PERSON FATLS TO COMPLETE A

PROGRAM OF COMMUNITY SERVICE AS ORDERED BY THE ISSUING

AUTHORITY OR COURT.

20240SB1118PN1945 - 8 -
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(5) IF APPLICABLE, PAY THE FEE SPECIFTED UNDER SECTION

1960 (RELATING TO REINSTATEMENT OF OPERATING PRIVILEGE OR

VEHICLE REGISTRATION) .

Section & 3. Section 1543 (c) of Title 75 is amended to read: <--

§ 1543. Driving while operating privilege is suspended or
revoked.
* k* %
(c) Suspension or revocation of operating privilege.--[Upon]

Except as provided under section 1543.1 (relating to driving

while operating privilege is suspended for certain other

offenses), upon receiving a certified record of the conviction
or adjudication of delinquency of any person under this section,
the department shall suspend or revoke the person's operating
privilege as follows:

(1) Except as provided for under paragraph (1.1), if the
department's records show that the person was under
suspension, recall or cancellation on the date of violation,
and had not been restored, the department shall suspend the
person's operating privilege for an additional one-year
period.

(1.1) If the department's records show that the person
was under an indefinite suspension on the date of violation
for not satisfactorily completing a driver improvement school
as required under section 1538 (relating to school,
examination or hearing on accumulation of points or excessive
speeding), and had not been restored, the department shall
suspend the person's operating privilege for an additional
30-day period.

(2) If the department's records show that the person was

under revocation on the date of violation, and had not been

20240SB1118PN1945 -9 -



1 restored, the department shall revoke the person's operating

2 privilege for an additional two-year period.

3 *x kX %

4 Section & 4. Title 75 is amended by adding sections to read: <--

5 § 1543.1. Driving while operating privilege is suspended for

6 certain other offenses.

7 s r—FCertain—other offenses—— <--
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(A) FIRST OFFENSE.—-—-A PERSON WHO DRIVES A MOTOR VEHICLE ON <--

ANY HTGHWAY OR TRAFFICWAY OF THTS COMMONWEALTH AT A TIME WHEN

THE PERSON'S OPERATING PRIVILEGE IS SUSPENDED UNDER SECTION

1532 (B) (2) (RELATING TO SUSPENSION OF OPERATING PRIVILEGE) OR

1533 (RELATING TO SUSPENSION OF OPERATING PRIVILEGE FOR FATILURE

TO RESPOND TO CITATION) AND THE UNDERLYING OFFENSE FOR THE

SUSPENSTON IS A VIOLATION OF SECTION 1501 (A) (RELATING TO

DRIVERS REQUIRED TO BE LICENSED) SHALL, UPON CONVICTION OR

ADJUDICATION OF DELINQUENCY, BE SENTENCED TO PAY A FINE OF $50.

(B) SECOND OR SUBSEQUENT OFFENSE.--A PERSON WHO DRIVES A

MOTOR VEHICLE ON ANY HIGHWAY OR TRAFFICWAY OF THIS COMMONWEALTH

AFTER THE COMMENCEMENT OF A SECOND OR SUBSEQUENT SUSPENSION OF

THE PERSON'S OPERATING PRIVILEGE UNDER SECTION 1532 (B) (2) AND NO

OTHER VIOLATION AND BEFORE THE OPERATING PRIVILEGE HAS BEEN

RESTORED TS GUILTY OF A SUMMARY OFFENSE AND SHALL, UPON

CONVICTION OR ADJUDICATION OF DELINQUENCY, BE REQUIRED TO PAY A

FINE OF $200 OR ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT TO MAKE INSTALLMENT

20240SB1118PN1945 - 11 -
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PAYMENTS FOR THE FINE IMPOSED BY THE ISSUING AUTHORITY OR COURT.

IFF THE PERSON IS UNABLE TO PAY, THE ISSUING AUTHORITY OR COURT

SHAILL PROCEED UNDER 42 PA.C.S. § 9730 (RELATING TO PAYMENT OF

COURT COSTS, RESTITUTION AND FINES).

§ 1557. Relief from administrative suspension.

(a) Restoration.——-The department may restore the operating

privileges of individuals from operating privilege suspensions

imposed under any of the following:

(1) Section 1532 (b) (relating to suspension of operating
privilege) .
(2) Section 1533(a), (b) or (d) (relating to suspension

of operating privilege for failure to respond to citation).

(3) Section 1543 (relating to driving while operating

privilege is suspended or revoked) .

(4) Section 1544 (a) or (c) (relating to additional

period of revocation or suspension).

(b) Duties.—-—The department shall have all of the following

duties:

(1) Notifyv each individual under a suspension of

operating privilege who may be eligible for relief under the

program based on the criteria specified under subsection (d).

(2) Review the applications filed for relief under the

program and make a determination as to the applicant's

eligibility for relief within 30 days of receipt of the

application and all other reguired items.

(3) Determine if an applicant has satisfied all court-

ordered obligations which resulted in a suspension of the

applicant's operating privilege under section 1533(a), (b) or

(d) .

(4) Determine if an applicant's conviction of a

20240SB1118PN1945 - 12 -
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violation under section 1543 occurred only as the result of a

suspension imposed under section 1532 (b) (2), 1533 or 6146

(relating to enforcement agreements) and if the applicant is

currently under or will be under a suspension of operating

privilege for a conviction under section 1543.

(5) Determine whether the granting of relief under the

program would result in immediate restoration of the

applicant's operating privilege.

(6) Prioritize the processing of applications for which

the granting of relief will result in an immediate

restoration of the applicant's operating privilege.

(7) Update the driver's records and restore the

operating privilege of an individual as authorized under this

section.

(c) Eligibility.—--The program shall be available to an

individual who meets all of the following criteria:

(1) The individual's operating privilege has been

indefinitelv suspended under section 1533(a), (b) or (d)

before the effective date of this paragraph.

(2) The department's records show that the individual's

operating privilege will be or is suspended for a conviction

under section 1543 (a) only as a result of a suspension

imposed under section 1532 (b) (2), 1533 or 6146 before the

effective date of this paragraph.

(3) The individual has served the operating privilege

suspension required for the underlving offense which resulted

in a violation of section 1533(a), (b) or (d).

(4) The individual has submitted a completed application

for relief to the department on a form specified by the

department. The individual must submit all of the following

20240SB1118PN1945 - 13 -
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items with the application:

(1) A restoration fee.
(i1) Proof of financial responsibility.
(1ii) If the individual does not own a motor vehicle

currently registered in this Commonwealth, a signed

statement certifving that the individual does not own a

motor vehicle currently registered in this Commonwealth.

(d) Reinstatement.—--The department shall amend the driver's

record of an eligible individual to show that the individual

satisfied the court-ordered obligations that resulted in the

suspension of the individual's operating privilege under section

1533. The department shall amend the driver's records of an

eligible individual to show that suspension imposed for a

violation under section 1543 (a) will end or will not be imposed.

The department shall rescind an additional suspension imposed

under section 1544 (a) for a violation that occurred at the same

time as a violation of section 1543 (a) from the driver's record

of an eligible individual. The department shall not be required

to reinstate the operating privilege of an eligible individual

under this section if the department is authorized under this

title to suspend the operating privilege of the individual for

other violations of this title. Upon restoration from suspension

under the program, the driver's record of an eligible individual

shall show five points.

(e) Compliance.—--The department shall not be reguired to

restore the operating privilege of an eligible individual under

this section until the individual has complied with section 1558

(relating to relief from administrative suspension participation

requirements) .

(£) Definitions.—-—-As used in this section, the following

20240SB1118PN1945 - 14 -
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words and phrases shall have the meanings given to them in this

subsection unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

"Eligible individual." An individual who meets the criteria

specified under subsection (d) for relief.

S 1558. Relief from administrative suspension participation
requirements.
(a) Form.-—-An eligible individual who seeks to participate

in the Relief from Administrative Suspension Program shall

respond to the court or issuing authority in conformance with

the instructions in a restoration reguirements letter. The

department shall provide a restoration reguirements letter to

the eligible individual.

(b) Reguirements.——In addition to the reguirements under

section 1960 (relating to reinstatement of operating privilege

or vehicle registration), an eligible individual applving for

relief under the program as regquired under section 1557 (d)

(relating to relief from administrative suspension), shall have

the following duties:

(1) FExcept as provided under paragraph (2), the

individual shall pav all court-ordered obligations

immediately or in a single remittance.

(2) If the individual is unable to pay all court-ordered

obligations, the individual shall-=

. . + 11 + 17 4+ = al
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program—under—42—Pa-5—5+526{tk+- REQUEST THAT AN <--

ISSUING AUTHORITY OR A COURT OF COMPETENT JURISDICTION OF

THIS COMMONWEALTH PROCEED UNDER 42 PA.C.S. § 9730

(RELATING TO PAYMENT OF COURT COSTS, RESTITUTION AND

FINES) .

(c) Proof of financial responsibility.--Notwithstanding

section 1783 (relating to proof of financial responsibility

before restoring operating privilege or registration), before

restoring an operating privilege, the department shall reguire

an eligible individual to provide the department with any of the

following:
(1) Proof of financial responsibilitv.
(2) If the individual does not own a motor vehicle

currently registered in this Commonwealth, a signed statement

certifving that the individual does not own a motor vehicle

currently registered in this Commonwealth.

(d) Certification.—-For the purpose of determining whether

an eligible individual may receive relief under the program, the

court or issuing authorityv shall certifv anv of the following to

the department:

(1) The individual has satisfied the amounts owed to the

court or issuing authority.

(2) The individual entered into an agreement to pay in

installments all court-ordered obligations.

(3) The individual has completed or satisfied all court-

ordered public service reguirements or other alternative

adjudication programs.

(e) Definitions.—--As used in this section, the following

words and phrases shall have the meanings given to them in this

20240SB1118PN1945 - 16 -
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subsection unless the context clearly indicates otherwise:

"Eligible individual." An individual who meets the criteria

specified under section 1557(d) for relief.

Section #+ 5. Sections 1960 and &564+a)> 6504 of Title 75 are
amended to read:

§ 1960. Reinstatement of operating privilege or wvehicle
registration.

The department shall charge a fee of $70 or, if section 1379
(relating to suspension of registration upon sixth unpaid
parking violation in cities of the first class), 1380 (relating
to suspension of registration upon unpaid tolls) or 1786 (d)
(relating to required financial responsibility) applies, a fee
of $88 to restore a person's operating privilege or the
registration of a vehicle following a suspension or revocation.

The department shall waive a fee imposed under this section for

a person who enters into ansaagreementfor instaliment pavyments—

e . . i . 1522 (dy (1Y 4

L Lois . c . i e

faiture—+teo—respend—teo—eitationr~ A PROGRAM OF COMMUNITY SERVICE

UNDER SECTION 1533 (D) (RELATING TO SUSPENSION OF OPERATING

PRIVILEGE FOR FAILURE TO RESPOND TO CITATION), MAKES AN

AGREEMENT FOR TINSTALLMENT PAYMENTS OR IS FOUND UNABLE TO PAY IN

ACCORDANCE WITH 42 PA.C.S. § 9730 (RELATING TO PAYMENT OF COURT

COSTS, RESTITUTION AND FINES).

20240SB1118PN1945 - 17 -
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§ 6504. INABILITY TO PAY FINE AND COSTS. <--
[ (A) ORDER FOR INSTALLMENT PAYMENTS.--UPON PLEA AND PROOF

THAT A PERSON IS UNABLE TO PAY ANY FINE AND COSTS IMPOSED UNDER
THIS TITLE, A COURT MAY, IN ACCORDANCE WITH 42 PA.C.S. § 9758
(RELATING TO FINE), ORDER PAYMENT OF THE FINE AND COSTS IN
INSTALLMENTS AND SHALL FIX THE AMOUNTS, TIMES AND MANNER OF
PAYMENT.

(B) IMPRISONMENT FOR NONPAYMENT.--ANY PERSON WHO DOES NOT
COMPLY WITH AN ORDER ENTERED UNDER THIS SECTION MAY BE
IMPRISONED FOR A NUMBER OF DAYS EQUAL TO ONE DAY FOR EACH $40 OF
THE UNPAID BALANCE OF THE FINE AND COSTS.]

(C) DEFAULT.--TF A PERSON DEFAULTS IN THE PAYMENT OF COURT

COSTS, RESTITUTION OR FINES AFTER IMPOSITION OF A SENTENCE FOR A

VIOLATION OF THIS TITLE, THE TSSUING AUTHORITY OR COURT SHALL

PROCEED UNDER 42 PA.C.S. § 9730 (RELATING TO PAYMENT OF COURT

COSTS, RESTITUTION AND FINES).

Section & 6. The following shall apply to any person who is <--
currently under operating privilege suspension under 75 Pa.C.S.
§§ 1533 and 1544, regardless of the date of the underlying

offense:

20240SB1118PN1945 - 18 -



1 H—TFhe—adaitionr—of—F5—Pac-5+—553+543+—1++—355F—anad—3+558=

2 (1) THE AMENDMENT OF 42 PA.C.S. § 1520(A). <--
3 (2) THE AMENDMENT OR ADDITION OF 75 PA.C.S. §§ 1533(A),

4 (A.1), (C) AND (D), 1543(C), 1543.1, 1557, 1558, 1960 AND

5 6504.

6 Section 8 7. This act shall take effect in Z26—menths 18 <--
7 MONTHS.
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