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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA

SENATE BILL
No. 295 “%%”

INTRODUCED BY BARTOLOTTA, BOSCOLA, LAUGHLIN, FLYNN, LANGERHOLC,
SCHWANK, COLLETT, KANE, STEFANO, TARTAGLIONE, COSTA,
CAPPELLETTI, HUTCHINSON, J. WARD, COMITTA, DiSANTO, HAYWOOD,
ROTHMAN, BAKER, YAW, ARGALL, KEARNEY, COLEMAN, VOGEL, DILLON,
PENNYCUICK, STREET, FARRY, FONTANA, HUGHES AND L. WILLIAMS,
MARCH 3, 2023

SENATOR STEFANO, CONSUMER PROTECTION AND PROFESSIONAL LICENSURE,
AS AMENDED, JULY 1, 2024
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AMENDING THE ACT OF MAY 22, 1951 (P.L.317, NO.69), ENTITLED "AN <--
ACT RELATING TO THE PRACTICE OF PROFESSIONAL NURSING;
PROVIDING FOR THE LICENSING OF NURSES AND FOR THE REVOCATION
AND SUSPENSION OF SUCH LICENSES, SUBJECT TO APPEAL, AND FOR
THETR REINSTATEMENT; PROVIDING FOR THE RENEWAL OF SUCH
LTICENSES; REGULATING NURSING IN GENERAL; PRESCRIBING



1 PENALTIES AND REPEALING CERTAIN LAWS," FURTHER PROVIDING FOR

2 DEFINITIONS; AND PROVIDING FOR THE RURAL CERTIFIED REGISTERED
3 NURSE PRACTITIONER HEALTH CARE ACCESS PROGRAM.
4 The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

5 hereby enacts as follows:
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12 oappricabitityof—this—acts

13 Seetiton—6—At+other—acts—andparts—ofacts—are—repeated—
14 inmsofar—as—they are—inconsistent—with thisaects

15 Seetionr—F—TFhis—act—shatl—takeeffect—in—60—days~

16 SECTION 1. SECTION 2 OF THE ACT OF MAY 22, 1951 (P.L.317, <--
17 NO.69), KNOWN AS THE PROFESSIONAL NURSING LAW, IS AMENDED BY
18 ADDING CLAUSES TO READ:

19 SECTION 2. DEFINITIONS.--WHEN USED IN THIS ACT, THE

20 FOLLOWING WORDS AND PHRASES SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOWING MEANINGS
21 UNLESS THE CONTEXT PROVIDES OTHERWISE:

22 * k*  *%

23 (18) "PRIMARY HEALTH CARE PRACTITIONER" MEANS A CERTIFTIED

24 REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONER PROVIDING MEDICAL SERVICES IN ANY

25 QOF THE FOLLOWING SPECIALTY AREAS:

26 (1) FAMILY.

27 (IT) ADULT.

28 (ITT) ADULT GERONTOLOGY.
29 (IV) GENERAL PEDIATRICS.
30 (V) WOMEN'S HEALTH.
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(VI) MENTAL HEALTH.

(19) "PROGRAM" MEANS THE RURAL CERTIFIED REGISTERED NURSE

PRACTITIONER HEALTH CARE ACCESS PROGRAM ESTABLISHED UNDER

SECTION 9 (A).

(20) "RURAL AREA" MEANS:

(I) A COUNTY WHERE THE TOTAL POPULATION OF A SPECIFIC COUNTY

DIVIDED BY THE TOTAL NUMBER OF SQUARE LAND MILES YTELDS A

POPULATION DENSITY FEWER THAN 291 PEOPLE PER SQUARE MILE BASED

ON 2020 FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS FIGURES.

(IT) A COUNTY DESIGNATED UNDER SECTION 9 (M).

(21) "RURAL CERTIFIED REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONER" MEANS A

CERTIFTED REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITTIONER LTICENSED IN THIS

COMMONWEALTH TO PRACTICE IN A RURAT, ARFA OF THTIS COMMONWEALTH AS

A PRTIMARY HFEATLTH CARE PRACTITIONER.

SECTION 2. THE ACT IS AMENDED BY ADDING A SECTION TO READ:

SECTION 9. RURAL CERTIFIED REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONER

HEALTH CARE ACCESS PROGRAM.--(A) THE BOARD SHALTL ESTABTLISH THE

RURAL CERTIFTED REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONER HEATTH CARE ACCESS

PROGRAM TO ALTOW AN ELTGIBLE RURAL CERTIFTED REGISTERED NURSE

PRACTITIONER TO PRACTICE AS AN INDEPENDENT PRACTITIONER WITHOUT

A WRITTEN OR COLLABORATIVE AGREEMENT WITH A PHYSICIAN IN A RURAL

AREA.

(B) A CERTIFIED REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONER MAY

PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM TF THE CERTIFTED REGISTERED NURSE

PRACTITTIONER MEETS ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) HOLDS A CURRENT LICENSE TO PRACTICE AS A CERTIFIED

REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONER IN THIS COMMONWEALTH.

(2) RECEIVED NO DISCIPLINARY ACTION OR HAS NO PENDING

DISCIPLINARY ACTION WITHIN THE FIVE (5) YEARS IMMEDIATELY

PRECEDING THE DATE OF THE APPLICATION UNDER PARAGRAPH (4).
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(3) ENGAGED IN THE PRACTICE OF PROFESSIONAL NURSING PURSUANT

TO A COLLABORATIVE OR WRITTEN AGREEMENT WITH A PHYSICIAN FOR A

PERIOD OF NOT LESS THAN THREE (3) YEARS AND NOT LESS THAN THREE

THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED (3,600) HOURS AND THE PRACTICE OCCURRED

WITHIN THE FIVE (5) YEARS TMMEDTIATELY PRECEDING THE DATE OF THE

CERTIFTIED REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONER'S APPLICATION UNDER

PARAGRAPH (4).

(4) SUBMITS AN APPLICATION TO THE BOARD ON A FORM PRESCRIBED

BY THE BOARD AND PAYS A FEE ESTABLISHED BY THE BOARD.

(5) SUBMITS AN ATTESTATION THAT THE CERTIFTED REGISTERED

NURSE PRACTITIONER MEETS THE CRITERIA TO BECOME A RURAL

CERTIFTED REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITTIONER TO PARTICTIPATE TN THE

PROGRAM.

(B.1) THE FOLLOWING SHALL APPLY:

(1) THE APPLICATION UNDER SUBSECTION (B) (4) SHALL BE ISSUED

NO LATER THAN THIRTY (30) DAYS AFTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS

SECTION.

(2) UPON APPROVAL OF THE APPLICATION BY THE BOARD, THE

CERTIFIED REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONER SHALL BE DEEMED A RURAL

CERTIFTED REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITTIONER FOR PRACTICE TN RURAL

ARFAS UNDER THE PROGRAM.

(C) WHILE PRACTICING UNDER THE PROGRAM, A RURAL CERTIFTED

REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONER MAY DO ALL OF THE FOLLOWING:

(1) PRACTICE IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 8.2 WITHOUT A

WRITTEN OR COLLABORATIVE AGREEMENT.

(2) PRESCRIBE MEDICAL THERAPEUTIC OR CORRECTIVE MEASURES IN

ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 8.3 WITHOUT A WRITTEN OR COLLABORATIVE

AGREEMENT .

(D) IN ORDER TO CONTINUE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM, A

RURAL CERTIFTED REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONER SHALL BE SUBJECT

20230SB0025PN1797 - 27 -



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

30

TO BIENNTAL RENEWAL AND SHATT SUBMIT A RENEWAL APPLICATION ON A

FORM PRESCRIBED BY THE BOARD, PAY A FEE ESTABLISHED BY THE BOARD

AND COMPLETE AT LEAST TEN (10) HOURS OF CONTINUING EDUCATION

APPROVED BY THE BOARD TN PATTENT SAFETY AND RISK MANAGEMENT. THE

RENEWAT, APPLTCATION UNDER THIS SUBSECTION SHATLTL CONTATIN AN

ATTESTATION THAT THE RURAL CERTIFTIED REGISTERED NURSE

PRACTITIONER COMPLETED THE CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIRED UNDER

THIS SUBSECTION. THE CONTINUING EDUCATION REQUIRED UNDER THIS

SUBSECTION SHALL BE IN ADDITION TO THE CONTINUING EDUCATION

REQUIRED UNDER SECTION 8.1 (C).

(E) WHILE PRACTICING IN A RURAL AREA UNDER THE PROGRAM, THE

RURAL CERTIFTED REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONER SHALTL ACT SOLELY

AS A PRIMARY HFEATLTH CARE PRACTITTIONER. A RURATL CERTIFTED

REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITTONER SHATLT TIMMEDTIATELY NOTIFY THE BOARD

IN WRITING TIF THERE ARE CHANGES IN PRACTICE OR LOCATION OUTSIDE

A RURAL AREA. A RURAL CERTIFTIED REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONER

WHO FATLS TO PROVIDE THE NOTICE REQUIRED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION

OR WHO IS FOUND TO BE PRACTICING OUTSIDE OF THE RURAL AREA

SPECIFIED MAY NOT CONTINUE TO PRACTICE IN THE PROGRAM.

(F) WHITLE PARTICIPATING IN THE PROGRAM IN A RURAL AREA, A

RURAL CERTIFTIED REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONER SHALTL BE

ACCOUNTABLE TO THE BOARD, NURSING PROFESSTION AND PATIENTS AND

SHALL HAVE THE FOLLOWING DUTIES:

(1) TO COMPLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THIS ACT AND THE

STANDARD OF CARE OF ADVANCED NURSING CARE RENDERED.

(2) TO RECOGNIZE ANY LIMITATIONS REGARDING KNOWLEDGE AND

EXPERIENCE.

(3) TO WEAR A NAME TDENTTFICATTION BADGE STATING THE RURAL

CERTIFTIED REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONER'S PROFESSTIONAL TITLE AND

INFORM NEW PATTIENTS ABOUT THE RURAL CERTIEFTIED REGISTERED NURSE
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PRACTITIONER'S TITLE BEFORE OR DURING THE TINITIAT, PATIENT

ENCOUNTER. SIGNAGE AND ADVERTISEMENTS MUST CONTAIN THE RURAL

CERTIFIED REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONER'S PROFESSIONAL TITLE.

(4) TO PLAN FOR THE MANAGEMENT OF STITUATIONS BEYOND THE

RURATL CERTIFTED REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONER'S EXPERTISE.

(5) TO CONSULT WITH AND REFER PATTIENTS TO OTHER HEALTH CARE

PROVIDERS AS APPROPRIATE.

(G) THE BOARD SHALL BE RESPONSIBLE FOR ADMINISTERING THE

PROGRAM AND SHALL ISSUE REGULATIONS AS MAY BE NECESSARY TO CARRY

OUT THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION. THE PROMULGATION OF

REGULATIONS SHALL NOT BE A CONDITION PRECEDENT TO THE

APPT.TCABTLTITY OF THTS SECTTION.

(H) IF A RURATL CERTIFTIED REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITTIONER

INTENDS TO PRACTICE SIMULTANEOUSLY UNDER THE PROGRAM AND

PURSUANT TO A WRITTEN OR COLLABORATIVE AGREEMENT WITH A

PHYSTICIAN WHO IS EXTERNAL TO THE PROGRAM, THE COLLABORATING

PHYSICIAN SHALL HAVE NO LEGAL RESPONSIBILITY FOR ACTS OR

OMISSIONS OF THE RURAL CERTIFIED REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONER

PRACTICING UNDER THE PROGRAM.

(I) NOTHING IN THTIS SECTION SHATTL BE CONSTRUED TO DO ANY OF

THE FOLLOWING:

(1) PERMIT A RURAL CERTIFTIED REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONER

TO PRACTICE UNDER THE ACT OF DECEMBER 20, 1985 (P.L.457,

NO.112), KNOWN AS THE "MEDICAL PRACTICE ACT OF 1985," OR THE ACT

OF OCTOBER 5, 1978 (P.L.1109, NO.261), KNOWN AS THE "OSTEOPATHIC

MEDICAL PRACTICE ACT."

(2) PROHIBIT A RURAL CERTIFTIED REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONER

FROM CONSULTING WITH OR SEEKING INFORMATION RELATED TO PATTENT

CARE FROM A PHYSICIAN. FOR THE PURPOSE OF THIS SECTION, NO

PHYSTCIAN-PATTIENT RETLATTONSHTP SHALTL BE ESTABLTISHED BETWEEN A
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PATIENT AND A PHYSTICIAN WITH WHOM THE RURAL CERTIFIED REGISTERED

NURSE PRACTITIONER CONSULTS OR FROM WHOM CLINICAL INFORMATION OR

GUIDANCE IS SOUGHT.

(J) NOTWITHSTANDING ANY OTHER PROVISION OF TAW, A RURAL

CERTIFTED REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITTIONER PARTICTIPATING IN THE

PROGRAM SHALL BE AUTHORIZED TO PRACTICE AS A LICENSED

INDEPENDENT PRACTITIONER WITHIN THE SCOPE OF PRACTICE FOR WHICH

THE RURAL CERTIFIED REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONER PRACTICES AS A

PRIMARY HEALTH CARE PRACTITIONER PRACTICES AND TO BE RECOGNIZED

AS A PRIMARY CARE PROVIDER UNDER MANAGED CARE AND OTHER HEALTH

CARE PLANS.

(K) THE FOLLOWING SHATLL APPLY:

(1) A RURAL CERTIFIED REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONER

PARTICIPATING IN THE PROGRAM MAY FORM A PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION

WITH ONE OR MORE OF THE FOLLOWING:

(I) REGISTERED NURSES.

(IT) PRACTITIONERS WHO TREAT HUMAN ATIMENTS AND CONDITIONS

AND ARE LICENSED TO PROVIDE HEALTH CARE SERVICES IN THIS

COMMONWEALTH WITHOUT RECEIVING A REFERRAL OR SUPERVISION FROM

ANOTHFR PRACTITTIONER.

(2) NOTWITHSTANDING 15 PA.C.S. § 2903 (D) (1) (IT) (RELATING TO

FORMATION OF PROFESSIONAL CORPORATIONS), RURAL CERTIFIED

REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONERS PARTICIPATING IN THE PROGRAM AND

PRACTICING IN A RURAL AREA SHATLL NOT BE REQUIRED TO HAVE EXPRESS

AUTHORIZATION BY THE STATE BOARD OF MEDICINE AND THE STATE BOARD

OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE FOR THE COMBINED PRACTICE OF RURAL

CERTIFIED REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONERS WITH DOCTORS OF

MEDICTINE AND DOCTORS OF OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE, RESPECTIVELY.

(I) A RURAL CERTIFIED REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONER WHO

PARTICIPATES IN THE PROGRAM MUST SATISEY THE LIABILITY COVERAGE
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1 REQUIREMENT UNDER SECTION 8.7 BY MAINTAINING AN INDIVIDUAL

2 POLICY IN THE RURAL CERTIFTIED REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONER'S

3 OWN NAME AND BY PROVIDING PROOF OF CURRENT COVERAGE TO THE BOARD

4 IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE INITIAT APPTLICATION FOR PARTICIPATION IN

5 THE PROGRAM AND THE ISSUANCE OR RENEWAL OF THE RURAT CERTIFTED

6 REGISTERED NURSE PRACTITIONER'S LICENSE.

7 (M) ON AN ANNUAL BASIS, THE CENTER FOR RURAL PENNSYLVANIA

8 SHALL ADD TO THE RURAL AREA DESTIGNATION BASED ON ANY NECESSARY

9 RECALCULATION OF POPULATION DENSITY IN THIS COMMONWEALTH AND

10 PROVIDE THE INFORMATION TO THE BOARD FOR USE IN DETERMINING THE

11 SCOPE OF THE PROGRAM. THE BOARD SHALIL TRANSMIT A LIST OF ANY

12 COUNTIES ADDED UNDER THIS SUBSECTION TO THE ILEGISLATIVE

13 REFERENCE BUREAU FOR PUBLICATION IN THE NEXT AVATILABLE ISSUE OF

14 THE PENNSYLVANTA BULLETIN.

15 SECTION 3. THIS ACT SHALL TAKE EFFECT IN 60 DAYS.
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