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2013 -- H 5108

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2013

HOUSE RESOLUTION

AMENDING THE RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE®R THE YEARS
2011-2012

Introduced ByRepresentatives Costantino, Azzinaro, Fellela,edhand McLaughlin

Date IntroducedJanuary 16, 2013

Referred ToHouse Rules

RESOLVED, That Rule 14 of the rules for the Hout&epresentatives adopted by the
House of Representatives at its January sessi@ih,2011, entitled “House Resolution Adopting
Rules of the House of Representatives for the Y28i4-2012; be and is hereby amended to
read as follows:

(14)(a) No bill or resolution shall be consideredaoted upon by the House if objection
is made unless the same has been considered bytespor recalled from a committee thereof,
from a joint committee, or by two-thirds (2/3) oembers present. This rule shall not apply to a
House Bill of which the Senate duplicate has paskedHouse, and provided further that the
Speaker may at any time order a duplicate billiveckfrom the Senate or a Senate bill after the
budget bill shall have passed the House, ontodlendar.

(b) When a bill or resolution is postponed inddéhy, the same shall not be acted upon
again during the session.

(c) No bill or resolution shall be passed or conedrin without two (2) readings. The
first reading shall take place by acceptance ohbilier resolution and publication in the House
Journal and the second after it has been placed tingocalendar. No bill or resolution upon the
calendar shall be taken up for consideration untegées thereof, in the form in which it was
reported from committee, shall have been made ablailin print or electronically to the
members no later than the rise of the House ofethslative day before the day on which it shall

be in order for consideration. No matter of busines the calendar shall be considered upon its
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merits prior to the legislative day after it shHadive been placed on the calendar except by vote of
the majority of the members present and voting. fiteeisions of this paragraph shall not apply
to Senate bills received by the House which ardicatps of House bills.

(d) No more than fifty (50) public bills shall bersidered upon their merits during any

one (1) legislative day and no bill shall be braulgefore the body aftek1:30-p-m-—provided,

pm. No bill or legislation shall be heard by theude after 10:00 pm on any leqislative day, and

a single leqislative day of the House shall noeedtbeyond 10:00 pm. The provisions of this

10:00 pm limit shall not be subject to suspensipthie House; provided, that this 10:00 pm limit

shall not apply to the meetings of committeBsovided further, that Senate bills which are

duplicates of and identical to House bills, and swbills returned from the Senate, may without
objection be bundled and passed by one vote prdvidat they are provided to members
electronically prior to consideration. In the casfebundled bills that contain identical and
duplicate Senate bills, at the request of the Mgjand Minority Leaders the House journal will
reflect that the vote of the members on the bitassistent with his or her vote on the duplicate
House bill previously passed. Prior to the voteaoduplicate bill, it should be stated for the
record and be made known to the body that theshilentical.

(e) The budget bill shall be prepared by Legis&atBouncil. The budget bill shall not be
considered by the House unless copies thereof @ew by the finance committee have been
available to the members for seven (7) calendas.dagr the purposes of calculating the seven
(7) day requirement, the day of passage by thenEm&ommittee shall not be counted but the
scheduled day for floor action shall be includedthe calculation. No amendment which is
intended to make a substantive change in the budgieay be offered other than by the Chair
of the finance committee, except with the agreenémvo-thirds (2/3) of the members present,
unless the text thereof shall have been submiti¢let Legislative Council and made available to
the members two (2) calendar days prior to theatawhich the budget bill shall be in order for
consideration.

(f) An amendment which was germane when preparetiydoich was offered in a timely
fashion, but is no longer germane because of amnvieing amendment, may, with the agreement
of the majority leader and minority leader, be sed orally or in writing by the sponsor without

renewed compliance with the requirements hereof.
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1 (g) After the 50th legislative day, bills or restiduns received back from the Senate with
2 amendments requiring House concurrence shall, tiwétagreement of the House sponsor and the

3 Majority Leader, be placed on the calendar in ofdethe day upon which they are received.
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