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2013 -- H 5230 SUBSTITUTE A

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2013

AN ACT

RELATING TO HEALTH AND SAFETY - THE RETURN OR EXCHANGE OF DRUGS ACT

Introduced By Representatives DeSimone, Palangio, Slater, authBa

Date IntroducedJanuary 31, 2013

Referred ToHouse Health, Education & Welfare

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:
SECTION 1. Chapter 23-25.4 of the General Lawstledti"Utilization of Unused
Prescription Drugs Act" is hereby repealed in itrety.

CHAPTER 23254

Utilization-of-Unused-PreseriptionBrugs-Act
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SECTION 2. Title 23 of the General Laws entitledldEALTH AND SAFETY" is hereby

amended by adding thereto the following chapter:

CHAPTER 25.5

THE RETURN OR EXCHANGE OF DRUGS ACT

23-25.5-1. Short title. --This act shall be known and may be cited as "TheiriReor
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Exchange of Drugs Act."

23-25.5-2. Leqislative purpose. -The general assembly finds that many nursing

facilities and assisted living residences destroangities of unused but viable prescription

medication when residents pass away or when méalisabtherwise are no longer needed by the

resident. In an effort to improve the quality, eiffncy and utilization of the state's healthcare

system, the general assembly hereby establishéstewsle program allowing pharmacies to

accept for return and redispensing certain presenglrugs.

23-25.5-3. Definitions. For the purposes of this chapter:

(1) "Assisted living residence" has the same mepas such term is defined in section

23-17.4-2 and the requlations promulgated theraunde

(2) "Blister packages" means multi-dose contaiméra specific medication repackaged

by the pharmacy in accordance with section 13.thefrequlations promulgated under chapter

19.1 of title 5 and intended for a specific patient

(3) "Department” means the department of health.

(4) "Healthcare prescriber" means any of the follmwpersons licensed and authorized

to prescribe drugs or to provide medical, dental,other health-related diagnoses, care or

treatment within the scope of their professiorzgiise:

(i) A physician holding a current license to praetimedicine pursuant to chapter 37 of

title 5;

(i) A certified registered nurse practitioner Ised pursuant to chapter 34 of title 5;

(iii) A physician assistant licensed pursuant tagter 54 of title 5;

(iv) A dentist licensed pursuant to chapter 31.fitlef 5;

(v) An optometrist licensed pursuant to chapteoffitle 5;

(vi) A pharmacist licensed pursuant to chapter D3 title 5;

(vii) A nurse — midwife licensed pursuant to chat® of title 23; and

(viii) A psychiatric and mental health clinical serspecialist licensed pursuant to chapter
34 of title 5.

(5) "Pharmacy" means that portion or part of a pses where prescriptions are

compounded and dispensed including that portiohzedi for the storage of prescription or

legend drugs.

(6) "Prescription drug" means a drug that may peatised only upon prescription by a

healthcare prescriber authorized by his or hen$t® authority and as defined in chapter 5-19.1.

(7) "Unit-dose container" is one that is designetiald a quantity of a drug intended for

use as a single dose and used promptly after thiioer is opened. The immediate container,
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and/or the outer container or protective packaghall be designed to show evidence of any

tampering with the contents. Each individual camtaishall be fully identifiable containing a

single dose of a single entity and shall proteetittiegrity of the dosage form. Labeling shall be

in_accordance with USP standards compendia anddledrd state law and shall include the

identity, quantity, and strength of the productmeaof the manufacturer, and lot number and

expiration date of the article.

(8) "Wholesaler" means a person who buys drugswicds for resale and distribution to

corporations, individuals, or entities other thansumers.

23-25.5-4. Program established. -a) The department of health and the board of

pharmacy shall jointly develop and implement a paagconsistent with public health and safety

through which unused prescription drugs, other thescription drugs defined as controlled

substances in section 21-28-1.02, and drugs timabicly be dispensed to a patient reqgistered with

the drug’s manufacturer in accordance with fedeoald and Drug Administration requirements,

may be accepted by wholesalers or pharmacies,iiroith they were purchased, for return from

nursing facilities, assisted living residences,idestial care facilities, community health

organizations and state correctional facilitiest thantrally store prescription drugs and are

licensed at the M1 licensure level by the departndrhealth, within forty-five (45) days of

dispensing.

(b) The program shall permit the wholesaler or ptaany to which such medication is

returned to repackage, restock, and redistribute medication.

(c) The program shall include the following preption drugs:

(1) Unopened sections of blister pack prescriptmauication, with seal intact;

(2) Unopened unit-dose containers of liguids whith $afety seal intact;

(3) Unopened unit-dose containers of powders fal swlution with safety seal intact;

(4) Unused injectables, with safety seal intact;

(d) The unused prescription drug shall not be aeckpepackaged or redispensed if:

(1) The prescription drug is expired or beyond ds;

(2) The pharmacist accepting or redispensing thg,dn his or her judgment has reason

to believe that the prescription drug is adultetateislabeled, or has been improperly stored;

(3) The prescription drug is defined as controBabstances in section 21-28-1.02; and

(4) It is a drug that can only be dispensed to feptreqgistered with the drug’'s

manufacturer in accordance with federal Food andydministration requirements.

(e) The wholesaler or pharmacy shall be requiregitoburse or credit the purchaser for

any such returned prescription drugs at originabice price plus a restocking fee not to exceed
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five dollars ($5.00).

(f) The department and the board of pharmacy ghralinulgate rules and requlations

necessary to implement the program establisheduantso this chapter within one hundred

eighty days (180) of passage of this act.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon passage.
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EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

RELATING TO HEALTH AND SAFETY - THE RETURN OR EXCHNGE OF DRUGS ACT

*%k%k

This act would repeal "The Utilization of Unusedeguription Drugs Act", and would
establish a new program known as "The Return oh&mxge of Drugs Act" which would allow
pharmacies to accept for return and redispensirigingrescription drugs.

This act would take effect upon passage.
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