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2013 -- H 5351

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2013

HOUSE RESOLUTION

AMENDING THE RULES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVE®R THE YEARS
2011 - 2012

Introduced ByRepresentative Spencer E. Dickinson

Date IntroducedFebruary 07, 2013

Referred ToHouse Rules

RESOLVED, That Rules 11 and 14 of the rules fax thouse of Representatives
adopted by the House of Representatives at itsadgrsession, A.D. 2011, entitled “House
Resolution Adopting Rules of the House of Represeards for the Years 2011-2012,” be and are
hereby amended to read as follows:

Rules Pertaining to Committees

(11)(a) The following standingrimary and secondargommittees shall be appointed

each year in the month of January or as soon asena@nt after the adoption of the House Rules:

PRIMARY COMMITTEES:

A committee on corporations

A committee on environment and natural resources
A committee on finance

A committee on health, education and welfare

A committee on judiciary

A committee on labor

SECONDARY COMMITTEES:

A committee on municipal government
A committee on rules
A committee on oversight

A committee on small business
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A committee on veterans’ affairs.
(b) The Speaker shall appoint all standing commmiteand create such other
subcommittees and committees as may be required tiroe to time and appoint theretach

committee shall have eleven (11) members, excepthfd finance committee which shall have

seventeen (17) members. Each elected member diotee except for the speaker, the majority

leader, and the minority leader, shall be a menolb@me primary committee. The speaker, the

majority leader, and the minority leader shall efficio voting members of all committees.

Membership of all committees shall be determinatbeding to members’ requests, with priority

given first to members serving on the committeenduthe previous legislative session, and then

by seniority. All subcommittees and committees shall have prigaste minority membership
when feasible. The Speaker, in consultation with Ktinority Leader, shall be the appointing
authority for minority membership on standing comteds and subcommittees thereof, joint
committees, boards and commissions. All vacanciesurong in any committee and
subcommittee after they have once been namedlshélled in like manner by the Speaker. The
Speaker, Majority Leader and Minority Leader sh&lex officio members with voting rights of
all House committees but shall not be counted famppses of determining a quorum. The

Speaker shall have the authority to appoint therdneam among the five (5) longest serving

members of the committee. The speaker shall alge tie authority to appoint theice chair

andthe secretary of each commitie@nd any subcommittees that may be needed asrfietir

subsection (g) hereinn the event that the chair of a committee ishlmao serve due to

incapacity for medical or other reasons, the Speadey appoint an acting chair for the period of
such incapacity, which acting chair shall haveolhe powers and duties of the chair. The chair
shall determine all questions of procedure befoeecommittee in cases not provided for in these
rules.

(c) A committee shall not consider any bill in tabsence of a quorum, which shall

consist ofa-majerity-of-the-committee’'s-membershapleast the chair or vice chair, plus six (6)

other members of the committee. All business ofdbmmittee, including, but not limited to,

votes, deliberations, or taking testimony at hemirshall be done in the presence of a quorum.

In the event of the departure of a member from @timg, such that a quorum is no longer

present, the chair or acting chair shall declamcass or adjournment of the committee.

(d) All committee meetings shall be open to theligulbut public participation shall be
limited to testimony on the matters before the catte®. The chair of any committee shall have
the authority to limit the length of a witness'stimmony in order to afford all witnesses the

opportunity to be heard, to limit repetitivenessd duaplication, or to maintain order and decorum.
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(e) It shall be the duty of the committee on firano take into consideration all
propositions relative to the revenue, to inquit® ithe state of the public debt and to report from
time to time their opinion thereon and such projass relative thereto as to them shall seem
expedient.

(f) Upon introduction of the annual state budgeth® House on behalf of the Governor,
the budget shall be referred to the finance coremittVithin two (2) weeks following receipt
thereof, the finance committee's fiscal advisorlispaovide to each member of the House a
concise summary of budget issues. Within threevE®ks following the receipt of the budget, the
committee shall schedule such meetings as it deeesssary to receive comment on the budget
as a whole from all House members who wish to aplpefare it for that purpose.

(g) The Speaker may appoint from time to time suohboitees of a given standing
committee, which shall consist only of membershaf tommittee from which it was appointed.
The chair of each standing committee shall be denetd a member of each subcommittee of
such committee. Each subcommittee may hear tesyimorbills and resolutions falling within
the subject matter of its charge and shall repmthé committee from which it was appointed.
Subcommittees will otherwise conduct themselvesadnformity with these rules. The Speaker
shall appoint the chair of each subcommittee.

(h) No member shall belong to more than one secgraanmittee.

(i) Primary committee meetings and secondary cotemimeetings shall be scheduled at

different times such that no member, with the ekloepof ex officio members, shall be

scheduled for more than one meeting at any givee.ti

Rules Pertaining to Bills and Petitions

(14)(a) No bill or resolution shall be consideragdaoted upon by the House if objection
is made unless the same has been considered bytegpor recalled from a committee thereof,
from a joint committee, or by two-thirds (2/3) oembers present. This rule shall not apply to a
House Bill of which the Senate duplicate has paskedHouse, and provided further that the
Speaker may at any time order a duplicate billivectefrom the Senate or a Senate bill after the
budget bill shall have passed the House, ontodlendar.

(b) When a bill or resolution is postponed inddéty, the same shall not be acted upon
again during the session.

(c) No bhill or resolution shall be passed or conedrrin without two (2) readings. The
first reading shall take place by acceptance obilier resolution and publication in the House
Journal and the second after it has been placed tingocalendar. No bill or resolution upon the

calendar shall be taken up for consideration untegses thereof, in the form in which it was
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reported from committee, shall have been made ablailin print or electronically to the
members no later than the rise of the House ofethslative day before the day on which it shall
be in order for consideration. No matter of bussnes the calendar shall be considered upon its
merits prior to the legislative day after it shHadive been placed on the calendar except by vote of
the majority of the members present and voting. fiteeisions of this paragraph shall not apply
to Senate bills received by the House which ardicatps of House bills.

(d) No more thariity{(506} twenty-five (25)public bills shall be considered upon their

merits during any ongl) legislative day and no bill shall be brought beftite body aftet1:39

thistlimit 8:00 PM The leqgislative day of the House shall normally ibeat 4:00 PM. The

legislative day of the house shall not extend bdytti00 PM, and in no case shall the leqgislature

remain in session after 10:00 PM. This 10:00 PMtlshall not be waived by the body. This

10:00 PM limit shall not apply to the meetings ohunittees Provided further, that Senate bills

which are duplicates of and identical to Housesbilind House bills returned from the Senate,
may without objection be bundled and passed bywamte provided that they are provided to

members electronically prior to consideration. He tase of bundled bills that contain identical
and duplicate Senate bills, at the request of thg@My and Minority Leaders the House journal

will reflect that the vote of the members on th# isi consistent with his or her vote on the

duplicate House bill previously passed. Prior ®¥bte on a duplicate bill, it should be stated for
the record and be made known to the body thatithis lentical.

(e) The budget hill shall be prepared by Legis&atBouncil. The budget bill shall not be
considered by the House unless copies thereof @®ad by the finance committee have been
available to the members for seven (7) calendas.dagr the purposes of calculating the seven
(7) day requirement, the day of passage by thenEm&ommittee shall not be counted but the
scheduled day for floor action shall be includedthe calculation. No amendment which is
intended to make a substantive change in the budgi@ay be offered other than by the Chair
of the finance committee, except with the agreensémivo-thirds (2/3) of the members present,
unless the text thereof shall have been submittéke Legislative Council and made available to
the members two (2) calendar days prior to theatawhich the budget bill shall be in order for
consideration.

() An amendment which was germane when preparetiydoich was offered in a timely

fashion, but is no longer germane because of anviening amendment, may, with the agreement
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of the majority leader and minority leader, be sed orally or in writing by the sponsor without
renewed compliance with the requirements hereof.

(g) After the 50th legislative day, bills or restiduns received back from the Senate with
amendments requiring House concurrence shall, tivtagreement of the House sponsor and the

Majority Leader, be placed on the calendar in ofdethe day upon which they are received.
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