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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2012

SENATE RESOLUTION
CONGRATULATING THE PROVIDENCE CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOLKNIGHTS" BOYS

BASKETBALL TEAM ON WINNING THE 2011-2012 RHODE ISLAD BOYS DIVISION
ONE STATE BASKETBALL CHAMPIONSHIP

Introduced By:Senators Metts, Ruggerio, Paiva Weed, WalaskaPargh

Date IntroducedMay 17, 2012

Referred ToRecommended for Immediate Consideration

WHEREAS, In a Rhode Island Boys Division One basaktseason filled with parity
and excitement, it was the Central High School BBgsketball team who emerged victorious
and claimed the school’s first boys basketballestifie since 1992; and

WHEREAS, Comebacks, thrills, and exciting finisti#led the state tournament, where
the 5" seeded Knights of Central High School were abl&etep their composure and navigate
their way through five exciting and close gamesvio the state title. They began their playoff
run by dispatching Central Falls in a 68-60 victdry their second playoff game, the Knights
emerged from a half-time deficit to defeat Westénlga thrilling 63-61 finish. In their third game,
they played arch-rival Classical High School 83i7overtime. After beating Rogers High
School 54-46 in the Semi-Finals, Central High S¢Haoed Hope High School for the State
Championship; and

WHEREAS, In the State Championship, Central Highdst roared back from an 11-
point deficit to defeat Hope High School 66-59 afaim the 2011-2012 state title. Central High
School was led to victory by the phenomenal plagedson of Rhode Island Gatorade Player of
the Year Senior Co-Captain Jarrell Lawson and leyititredible performance of Sophomore
guard Jerelle Washington, who scored 28 pointsveaglas chosen Central’'s Outstanding Player
of the Game; and

WHEREAS, To win a state title, it takes more thast jgreat performances by one or two

players. It takes an entire team dedicated to wgrkirelessly towards one goal, that of winning
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the state title. Central High School could not hdeee so without the contributions of everyone
on the team, which, in addition to Lawson and Waglain, included Co-Captain Daniel Mendez,
Brownell Dennis, Jeremy Guileen, Raikwon Rodrigusdres Brito, Marcus Mitchell, Steven-
Kolawole Ajao, Jouandi Perez, and Fabio Pimentahtal High School was also led by an
experienced and highly regarded coaching staffuiticg Head Coach Todd Keefe, Assistant
Coach Frank Rose, and Volunteer Tom Earl Connans, therefore be it

RESOLVED, That this Senate of the State of Rhothntésand Providence Plantations
hereby congratulates the Central High School Bggsketball Team on winning the 2011-2012
Rhode Island Boys Basketball Division One StatéeT#nd be it further

RESOLVED, That the Secretary of State be and heblyeis authorized and directed to
transmit a duly certified copy of this resolutiam €entral High School Boys Basketball Head

Coach, Mr. Todd Keefe.
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