24.599.14 99th Legislative Session 1114

2024 South Dakota Legislature
House Bill 1114

Introduced by: Representative Perry

An Act to prohibit the use of paid petition circulators to collect signatures for a

statewide ballot measure.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:

Section 1. That § 2-1-1.1 be AMENDED:
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2-1-1.1. A petition as it is to be circulated for an initiated amendment to the
Constitution must be filed with the secretary of state, including an electronic copy of the
petition, prior to circulation for signatures and at least one year before the next general
election at which the initiated amendment is proposed to be submitted to the voters. The
petition filing must:
(1) Contain the full text of the initiated amendment in fourteen-point font;
(2) Contain the date of the general election at which the initiated amendment is to be
submitted;
(3) Contain the title and explanation as prepared by the attorney general;
(4) Be accompanied by a notarized affidavit form signed by each person who is a
petition sponsor that includes the name and address of each petition sponsor; and
(5) Be accompanied by a statement of organization as provided in § 12-27-6.
Each petition circulator shall provide to each person who signs the petition a form
containing the title and explanation of the initiated amendment to the Constitution as

prepared by the attorney general; any fiscal note prepared pursuant to § 2-9-30;_and the

name, phone number, and email address of each petition sponsor;—aﬁd—a—statemeﬁt

eirealater,theamountthe—cireulaterisbeirgpaid. The form must be approved by the
secretary of state prior to circulation. iFhe—pthfeﬁ—FeFm—as—pFeseﬁbed—b*;/—t—he—Sﬁate—Beafd

Underscores indicate new language.
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https://sdlegislature.gov/Session/Bill/24984
https://sdlegislature.gov/Legislators/Profile/4543/Detail
https://sdlegislature.gov/
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For any initiated amendment petition, no signature may be obtained more than
twenty-four months preceding the general election that was designated at the time of
filing of the full text. A sworn affidavit, signed by at least two-thirds of the petition
sponsors, stating that the documents filed constitute the entire petition and to the best of
the knowledge of the sponsors contains a sufficient humber of signatures shall also be
filed with the secretary of state. The initiated amendment petition signatures must be filed
with the secretary of state by the first Tuesday in May of a general election year for the
initiated amendment to qualify for submission to the voters at the next general election.
The form of the petition otherwise, including petition size and petition font size for ballot
measure language not prescribed in this section, and the affidavit must be prescribed by

the State Board of Elections.

Section 2. That § 2-1-1.2 be AMENDED:

2-1-1.2. A petition as it is to be circulated for an initiated measure must be filed
with the secretary of state, including an electronic copy of the petition, prior to circulation
for signatures and at least one year before the next general election at which the initiated
measure is proposed to be submitted to the voters. The petition filing must:
(1) Contain the full text of the initiated measure in fourteen-point font;
(2) Contain the date of the general election at which the initiated measure is to be
submitted;
(3) Contain the title and explanation as prepared by the attorney general;
(4) Be accompanied by a notarized affidavit form signed by each person who is a
petition sponsor that includes the name and address of each petition sponsor; and
(5) Be accompanied by a statement of organization as provided in § 12-27-6.
Each petition circulator shall provide to each person who signs the petition a form
containing the title and explanation of the initiated measure as prepared by the attorney

general; any fiscal note prepared pursuant to § 2-9-30;_and the name, phone number,

and email address of each petition sponsori—a-statement-whetherthe petition—<cireulateris

For any initiated measure petition, no signature may be obtained more than

twenty-four months preceding the general election that was designated at the time of

filing of the full text. A sworn affidavit, signed by at least two-thirds of the petition

Underscores indicate new language.
f indicate deleted language.


https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/2-1-1.2
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes?Statute=2-1-1.2
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sponsors stating that the documents filed constitute the entire petition and to the best of

the knowledge of the sponsors contains a sufficient number of signatures must also be

filed with the secretary of state. The initiated measure petition signatures must be filed

with the secretary of state by the first Tuesday in May of a general election year for the

initiated measure to qualify for submission to the voters at the next general election. The

form of the petition otherwise, including petition size and petition font size for ballot

measure language not prescribed in this section, and the affidavit must be prescribed by

the State Board of Elections.

Section 3. That § 2-1-1.3 be AMENDED:

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

2-1-1.3. Terms used in this chapter mean:

"Circulates," either:

(a) Physically presents or otherwise makes available a ballot measure petition
to another person for that person's signature; or

(b) Solicits from another person, personally and in the presence of-sueh_the
other person, a signature on a ballot measure petition, while acting in
concert with-anrether a third person who simultaneously physically presents
or otherwise makes available the ballot measure petition;

"Petition circulator," a person who is a resident of this state for at least thirty days

prior to acting as a petition circulator, is at least eighteen years of age, and who,

for pay or as a volunteer, circulates petitions for the purpose of placing ballot

measures on any statewide election ballot;

"Petition sponsor," any person who proposes the placement of a statewide ballot

measure on the ballot;_and

"Ballot measure," any measure placed on a statewide ballot in accordance with

§ 2-1-1.1, 2-1-1.2, or 2-1-3.1+

npa;

Section 4. That a NEW SECTION be added to chapter 2-1:

No petition sponsor may compensate a petition circulator with money or anything

of value as consideration, in whole or in part, for acting as a petition circulator.

Underscores indicate new language.
f indicate deleted language.


https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/2-1-1.3
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=2-1-1.3
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https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes?Statute=2-1

=

O 0 N O U1 h W N

N N N N N B B B e e
A W N P O O O N O U1 A W N = O

24.599.14

4 1114

Section 5. That § 2-1-3.1 be AMENDED:

2-1-3.1. The petition as it is to be circulated for a referred law shall be filed with

the secretary of state prior to circulation for signatures and shall:

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

(5)

Contain the title of the referred law;

Contain the effective date of the referred law;

Contain the date of the general election at which the referred law is to be
submitted;

Be accompanied by a notarized form that includes the names and addresses of the
petition sponsors; and

Be accompanied by a statement of organization as provided in § 12-27-6.

The petition shall be filed with the secretary of state within ninety days after the

adjournment of the Legislature which passed the referred law. A sworn affidavit, signed

by at least two-thirds of the petition sponsors stating that the documents filed constitute

the entire petition and to the best of the knowledge of the sponsors contains a sufficient

number of signatures shall also be filed with the secretary of state. The form of the petition

and affidavit shall be prescribed by the State Board of Elections.

The petition circulator shall provide to each person who signs the petition a form

containing the title of the referred law; any fiscal note or summary of a fiscal note obtained

pursuant to § 2-9-32;_and the name, phone number, and email address of each petition

Underscores indicate new language.
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https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/2-1-3.1
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=2-1-3.1
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=2-1-3.1
https://sdlegislature.gov/Statutes/Codified_Laws/DisplayStatute.aspx?Type=Statute&Statute=12-27-6
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Section 10. That § 2-1-1.9 be REPEALED.
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