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23.102.14

98th Legislative Session 107

2023 South Dakota Legislature
Senate Bill 107

Introduced by: Senator Nesiba

An Act to facilitate the process of establishing election precincts and polling places

by counties.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA:

Section 1. That § 2-2-41 be AMENDED:

2-2-41. The Legislatureinmaking-the 2021 redistricting; determines;,asamatter

efpoliey; that the following principles are of primary significance_in_making legislative

districts:

(1)

Adherence to standards of population deviance as established by judicial precedent

and to standards of population deviance as prescribed by S.D. Const., Art. III, § 5;

(2) Protection of communities of interest by means of compact and contiguous
districts;

(3) Respect for geographical andpelitical-boundaries;and

(4) Respect for the boundaries of each county, city, town, and election precinct by not
dividing the boundary of a county, city, town, or election precinct except when
necessary to meet equal protection requirements or to form districts that are
composed of convenient, contiguous, and compact territory; and

£4)(5) Protection of minority voting rights consistent with the United States Constitution,

the South Dakota Constitution, and federal statutes, as interpreted by the United

States Supreme Court and other courts with jurisdiction.

Section 2. That § 12-14-1 be AMENDED:

12-14-1. The board of county commissioners shall by resolution provide for

election precincts throughout its county and shall designate polling places within such

precincts. After each legislative redistricting, each board of county commissioners shall

review the boundaries of election precincts and location of polling places in its county. The

board shall establish new election precincts if required by the provisions of this chapter
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and may by resolution change the boundaries of election precincts already established.
The county auditor shall be able to provide separate lists of voters living within the

boundaries of each municipality, ward, school district, and any other special voting district.

Section 3. That chapter 12-14 be amended with a NEW SECTION:

When establishing election precinct boundaries and polling place locations, a board

of county commissioners shall consult with the county's auditor and any applicable

municipal governing body. For each county central committee of a political party organized

within the board's jurisdiction, its chairperson may submit proposals to the board to

create, revise, or rearrange election precinct boundaries or to relocate polling places.

Section 4. That § 12-14-2 be AMENDED:

12-14-2. The resolution of the board of county commissioners establishing new
precincts or making any change in precincts already established shall clearly set forth and
define the boundaries of the election precincts established or altered.

Each board of county commissioners shall establish its election precincts and

polling places by resolution no later than December thirty-first in each year ending in 1.

The secretary of state may grant additional days for boards to meet the

requirements of this section for extraordinary circumstances.

Section 5. That chapter 12-14 be amended with a NEW SECTION:

A board of county commissioners shall create, revise, or rearrange election

precincts and relocate polling places in its county, if necessary, to ensure the election

precincts and polling places adequately represent the interests and convenience of voters

in the county. The board shall ensure that each election precinct is composed of compact

and contiguous territory within the boundary lines of a leqgislative district. When necessary

and possible, each election precinct boundary must coincide with the boundary of a

municipality or ward within a municipality and must not cross municipal boundaries,

except where the board finds that it is not practical to conform the election precinct

boundaries to a municipal boundary.
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